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Armenia Launches Joint
Military Drills with US
Amid Souring Ties with
Old Ally Russia

By Avet Demourian

YEREVAN, Armenia (AP) — Armenia on
Monday launched joint military drills with the
United States, a move that reflects its leader’s ef-
forts to forge closer ties with the U.S. and other
Western allies as the country’s relations with old
ally Russia sour.

The “Eagle Partner” war games are aimed at in-
creasing interoperability of units participating in
international peacekeeping missions, according
to Armenia’s Defense Minister Suren Papikyan.

They involve Armenian peacekeeping forces,
servicemen of the U.S. Army Europe and Africa,
and the Kansas National Guard. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear how many troops were taking part.

The exercises were scheduled to last through
July 24.

Russia has been Armenia’s main economic
partner and ally since the 1991 Soviet collapse.
Landlocked Armenia, which used to be part of
the Soviet Union, hosts a Russian military base
and is part of the Moscow-led security alliance,
the Collective Security Treaty Organization.

see DRILLS, page 2

Members of the Kansas National Guard in
Yerevan

Another Karabakh Armenian
Sentenced in Azerbaijan

BAKU (RFE/RL) — An Azerbaijani court
sentenced a resident of Nagorno-Karabakh to 15
years in prison on Friday, July 12, almost one
year after he crossed into the Lachin district and
was arrested by Azerbaijani security forces.

The 62-year-old man, Rashid Beglaryan, was
caught less than two months before the Azerbai-
jani military offensive that forced Karabakh’s
population to flee to Armenia and allowed Baku
to regain control of the region. Karabakh author-
ities said in August 2023 that Beglaryan was kid-
napped by Azerbaijani servicemen as he walked
towards Armenia through the Lachin corridor.

Azerbaijani authorities subsequently charged
Beglaryan with committing war crimes during
the 1991-1994 Karabakh war. It is not clear
whether he pleaded guilty to the charges during
his trial, condemned by Armenian human rights
groups and Karabakh’s exiled leadership as a
travesty of justice.

see PRISONER, page 6

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (center) hosts a trilateral meeting on July 10 to facilitate discussions between
Armenian and Azerbaijani negotiators on the sidelines of the NATO summit in Washington. (Photo: mfa.am)

US Tries to Get Armenia, Azerbaijan
To See the Trade Benefits of Peace

By Ekaterina Venikna

NATO’s 75th anniversary summit in
Washington in some ways mimicked
the very first gathering of the Atlantic
Alliance back in 1949, especially in the
way Western leaders fixated on check-
ing Russian aggression. But along the
sidelines, a lot occurred with strategic
implications for the South Caucasus.

On the summit’s second day, United
States tried to reinvigorate the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani peace process, as US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken fa-
cilitated discussions between Armenian
and Azerbaijani negotiators.

Earlier in 2024, Armenian leaders
agreed to a transfer of disputed territory
to Azerbaijan and said a lasting peace
agreement appeared at hand. Since then,
however, negotiations have appeared to
stall. Blinken urged the parties to set-
tle remaining differences, emphasizing
“the importance of peace in promoting
regional connectivity [i.e. trade], which
would benefit the entire South Caucasus
region.”

US diplomats see the lack of a peace
deal as an impediment to fulfilling the
potential of the East-West corridor,
which is designed to expand European

Union trade with the Caucasus and Cen-
tral Asia. A peace deal, Washington also
holds, would reduce the ability of Russia
to meddle in regional political affairs. A
durable peace agreement “will both im-
prove security cooperation with regard to
neighbors who might have some adverse
interests [and] enable the movement of
goods from Central Asia through Azer-
baijan and then out through both Georgia
and Armenia to global markets,” Assis-
tant Secretary of State for European and
Eurasian Affairs James O’Brien said
during a visit to Baku in June.

see TRADE, page 2

Report on Artsakh Concludes Azerbaijan Committed Ethnic Cleansing

WASHINGTON — On July 1, a jointly issued fact-finding report by
Freedom House titled “Why Are There No Armenians in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh?” concluded that “the documented actions of Azerbaijan meet the

criteria for ethnic cleansing..

.inflicting it through means of extrajudi-

cial executions, torture, arbitrary arrests and detention, restrictions on
the access to food and life-saving medication, forcible removal, dis-
placement and deportation of civilian population, deliberate military
attacks or threats of attacks on civilians and civilian areas, and wanton
destruction of property,” reported the Armenian Assembly of America.

Joining Freedom House in preparing the Report were International
Partnership for Human Rights, Democracy Development Foundation,
Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly-Vanadzor, Protection of Rights without
Borders NGO, Law Development and Protection Foundation, and Truth

Hounds.

“This international fact-finding effort not only highlights Azerbai-
jan’s genocidal campaign against the Armenian people, but also

see REPORT, page 5
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SJC Ousts Kocharyan
Trial Judge

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) —
Armenia’s Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil (SJC) dismissed first instance
court judge Anna Danibekyan due to
“gross disciplinary violation” sought
by Judge Minister Grigor Minasyan.

Announcing the decision on
July 16, SJC Chairman Karen An-
dreasyan stated that Danibekyan
showed “negligence” and mishan-
dled the trial of former President
Robert Kocharyan which lasted
more than four years.

The judge dismissed the case with-
out acquitting or convicting Kochary-
an in December 2023, arguing that
Kocharyan had invoked the statute of
limitations that expired in May.

“The trial lasted 4 years and 4
months because the judge failed
to properly fulfill her legal duties,”
the SJC chief claimed.

Opposition Politician
Released on Bail

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) —
Mamikon Aslanyan, an opposition
figure from Vanadzor who was
arrested after defeating Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan’s party in a local government
election held in December 2021,
was released on bail of 10 million
drams on Tuesday, July 16.

“After 2 years and 7 months of im-
prisonment, the measure of restraint
against political prisoner Mamikon
Aslanyan has been changed,” his law-
yer Ruben Melikyan said on July 15.

Aslanyan, who had served as Va-
nadzor mayor for five years, was
greeted with massive applause as
he left the Vardashen Penitentiary.

He expressed gratitude to all
those who supported him and his
fellow political prisoners and called
for their soonest possible release.

Aslanyan has been charged with
abuse of office and forgery strongly
denied by him as politically moti-
vated.

New Companies Wooed
By Tech Sector

YEREVAN (PanARMENIAN.
Net) — Minister of High-Tech
Industry of Armenia Mkhitar Ha-
yarpetyan on July 2 met with
Allan Solomon, NI (National In-
struments) Vice President, EMEA
Sales, in Yerevan.

Hayrapetyan noted the impor-
tance of technological advance-
ment for the progress of the Arme-
nian economy, emphasizing that
Armenia has great potential to be-
come a key player in the region.

During the meeting, opportuni-
ties for expanding cooperation and
implementing joint projects were
discussed. State policy on the de-
velopment of the industry, activi-
ties to develop engineering educa-
tion and the startup ecosystem, the
success of Armenian companies in
the field of research and develop-
ment (R&D) and a number of other
topics were also on the table.

Opportunities for creating a fa-
vorable investment environment in
the technology sector and efforts
aimed at their implementation were
also discussed.

ARMENIA

US Tries to Get Armenia, Azerbaijan
To See the Trade Benefits of Peace

TRADE, from page 1

Blinken indicated that the two sides ap-
peared close to finalizing a deal that the
United States could “strongly, strongly
support.” His Armenian counterpart, Ara-
rat Mirzoyan, echoed that sentiment: “Ar-
menia has [the] political will to finalize
and conclude the peace treaty with Azer-
baijan in [the] soonest [possible] time-
frame.”

Azerbaijan’s foreign minister, Jeyhun
Bayramov, reaffirmed Baku’s commitment
to the peace process but provided no as-
sessment on where discussions stand.

At a press conference, Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Ankara,
though a strategic ally of Azerbaijan with
clear interests in the outcome, was striving
to mediate a peace deal. “Our heart is in the
process; we want the peace agreement to be
signed,” Erdogan said in translation. “We
had discussions with the Armenian prime
minister and... some concrete positive steps
are being taken.” He did not elaborate on
the nature of the talks.

Trouble for Georgia

Meanwhile, the summit ended with a
diplomatic disaster for Georgia. Whereas
as recently as last year Thilisi was regard-
ed as a likely future member of the Atlan-
tic Alliance, the final communique of this
year’s summit rendered Georgia basically a
non-entity. The single reference to Georgia
in the document is made within the con-
text of NATO’s call for Russian troops to
leave occupied Georgian territory. Mention
of Georgia was conspicuously absent in
the communique’s section on internation-
al partnerships, which praised Moldova
for its democratic reforms and Bosnia and
Herzegovina for its European integration
efforts.

The communique also was silent on
Georgia’s NATO membership prospects,
including a lack of any reference to a Mem-

bership Action Plan, which is the standard
pathway to membership for aspiring states.
The final communique following NATO’s
summit last year in Vilnius contained an
entire section devoted to Georgia, includ-
ing an affirmation that Georgia “will be-
come a member of the Alliance with the
Membership Action Plan (MAP).”

the Atlantic Alliance’s general commit-
ment to being open to new members.

The US State Department and the Geor-
gian Foreign Ministry did not respond to
requests from Eurasianet for comment at
the time of publication.

Tina Bokuchava, the Georgian opposi-
tion leader and faction chair of the United

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, with Armenia‘s Foreign Minister Ararat

Mirzoyan

The communique’s diplomatic ghost-
ing of Georgia is a clear reaction to the
Georgian government’s geopolitical pivot
away from the West, in which Thilisi has
strengthened ties with China and adopted
Russian-style legislation designed to re-
strict democratic give-and-take and cripple
the ability of watchdog entities to hold offi-
cials accountable for their actions.

The Georgian government responded
to the NATO communique by pretending
that the alliance’s omission of references to
Georgia was an aberration and not a reflec-
tion of the government’s policies. Defense
Minister Irakli Chikovani downplayed the
document’s significance, stressing instead

National Movement, blamed NATO’s evi-
dent loss of faith in Georgia’s membership
potential on the “isolationist policy” of
Bidzina lvanishvili, the billionaire found-
er of Georgia’s ruling party. Bokuchava
said the only way to get Georgia back on
a NATO track was for an opposition coali-
tion to win parliamentary elections sched-
uled for the fall.

(Ekaterina Venkina is a journalist spe-
cializing in foreign policy and international
relations. She is a graduate of Columbia
University’s School of Journalism. This
article originally appeared in www.eur-
asianet.org on July 12.)

Armenia Launches Joint Military Drills with US

DRILLS, from page 1

Armenia’s ties with Russia, however,
have grown increasingly strained since
Azerbaijan waged a lightning military
campaign last year to take the Karabakh
region, ending three decades of ethnic Ar-
menian separatist rule there.

Armenian authorities accused Russian
peacekeepers who were deployed to Na-
gorno-Karabakh after a previous round of
hostilities in 2020 of failing to stop Azer-
baijan’s onslaught. Moscow rejected the
accusations, arguing that its troops didn’t

A soldier from the Kansas National
Guard in Yerevan

Armenia’s Defense Minister Suren Papikyan and US Ambassador to Armenia

Kristina Kvien at the military exercises

have a mandate to intervene.

Russia has engaged in a delicate balanc-
ing act, trying to preserve close relations
with Armenia while also maintaining warm
ties with Azerbaijan and its main ally Tur-
key, a key economic partner for Moscow
amid Western sanctions.

The Kremlin has been angered by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s efforts to deep-
en Armenia’s ties with the West and dis-
tance his country from Moscow-dominated
alliances. Russia was particularly vexed by
Armenia’s decision to join the Internation-

al Criminal Court, which last year indict-
ed Russian President Vladimir Putin for
alleged war crimes connected to Russia’s
war in Ukraine.

As the rift with Russia kept widening,
Armenia froze its participation in the Rus-
sian-dominated security alliance, canceled
its involvement in joint military drills and
snubbed the bloc’s summits.

In September 2023, Armenia also held
the “Eagle Partner” drills, eliciting dismay
in Moscow, where officials called the move
“unfriendly.”
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Arsen Sayan Music School Celebrates a Year-End Concert

YEREVAN — On June 13, the Argavand
Music School, named after the late maestro
Arsen Sayan, was alive with excitement.
Children eagerly awaited their turn to shine
at the year-end concert, their anticipation
palpable in the air.

The event attracted many guests, includ-
ing Abraham Hanesyan, a former student
who now studies at the Yerevan State Mu-
sical Pedagogical College. Reflecting on
his journey, Abraham shared, “It was with-

8 year -old Rafik Kocharyan plays
“Evening Tale” by Aram Khachaturian

in these walls that | made my clear decision
to become a musician, and here | am today,
reliving all those beautiful memories.”

The Argavand School, home to 96 stu-
dents, proudly showcases its talent annual-
ly. This year’s concert featured a variety of
performances, from choirs of young sing-
ers to solo acts and students mastering the
piano, violin, guitar, and accordion. Many
of these young musicians dream of turning
their passion into a career.

“There is no better feeling than playing
your favorite compositions,” said 13-year-

Children at Argavand Music School, named after the late maestro Arsen Sayan, sing with joy at the year-end concert

old Davit Bdryan, who travels from Hov-
tashat village to this music school, around
9km away, twice a week for guitar class-
es. “Today, I'm performing Komitas’
‘Al Aylughs’ with an ensemble, which is
both a responsibility and an honor for us.”

This year, the school celebrated the out-
standing achievements of students at var-
ious festivals as well. Among them was
Anush Iskandaryan, who earned recogni-
tion at the “Art Music” International Music
Festival.

In gratitude for their dedication and suc-
cess, the Fund for Armenian Relief award-
ed the school a Certificate of Appreciation,
recognizing their exceptional contributions
to music education and the remarkable ac-
complishments of their students.

Armenian Authorities Won’t Reveal Stun
Grenades Used Against Protesters

By Naira Bulghadarian

YEREVAN (Azatutyun) — Armenian
law-enforcement authorities have refused
to specify the type of powerful stun gre-
nades that injured dozens of anti-govern-
ment protesters and journalists in Yerevan
last month.

Security forces fired an unprecedented
number of such explosive devices on June
12 as they clashed outside the Armenian
parliament with protesters demanding
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s resig-
nation. The use of force was strongly con-
demned by not only the Armenian opposi-
tion but also civil society groups.

Research conducted by one of those
Western-funded groups, the Union of In-
formed Citizens (UIC), backed opposition
claims that the police used Russian-made
Zarya-3 grenades that were not authorized
by the Armenian Health Ministry at that
point. Health Minister Anahit Avanesyan
formally added Zarya-3 to the ministry’s
list of crowd control equipment only on
June 26, two weeks after the crackdown.

In written answers to relevant questions
sent by RFE/RL’s Armenian Service one
month ago, the Interior Ministry declined
late on Monday to clarify whether the riot
police fired Zarya-3 or other, less powerful
grenades used against protesters in the past.

Stun grenades go off in Yerevan.

It referred all inquiries to another law-en-
forcement agency which claims to be in-
vestigating the legality of the police actions
on June 12.

The agency, the Investigative Commit-
tee, said, for its part, on Tuesday that it
cannot provide such information because
the probe is still not over. It confirmed that
no police officers have been indicted so far.

Zaruhi Hovannisiyan, a human rights
activist, criticized the authorities’ stance,
saying that it highlights a “lack of the Pash-
inyan government’s accountability to the
public.” She suggested that the government
made a “political decision” to allow the po-
lice to use Zarya-3 against demonstrators.

According to Russia’s leading state arms
exporter, Zarya-3 is “designed to tempo-
rarily suppress mental stability of armed
criminals with acoustic and light effects.”
Valeri Osipyan, a former chief of the Arme-
nian police who had long been involved in
crowd control, said last week that security
forces had previously used Zarya-3 only
for “disarming criminals and gangs.”

Earlier in June, Levon Yeranosyan, a
former commander of Armenian interi-
or troops, was sentenced to four years in
prison for what a Yerevan court deemed
an unauthorized and dangerous use of less
powerful Zarya-2 stun grenades against
Pashinyan-led protesters in 2018. Yera-
nosyan avoided imprisonment thanks to a
general amnesty declared in 2019. He too
has insisted that Zarya-3 was never used
against protesters before Pashinyan came
to power.

According to the Health Ministry, at least
57 of the people hospitalized after the June
12 clashes had shrapnel wounds which
experts say could have been caused by
Zarya-3 but not Zarya-2. One of the injured
protesters had three of his fingers amputat-
ed as a result.

Ambassador Kristina Kvien in Syunik with Governor Robert Ghukasyan

Ambassador Kvien Visits Syunik

YEREVAN (Armenpress) — The Embassy of the United States of America in
Armenia held a festive event dedicated to the US Independence Day in Kapan for

the first time, on July 12.

According to the reference to the embassy’s message, Ambassador Kristina Kvi-
en, welcoming the guests of the event and said:

“The people of Armenia deserve to live in peace and prosperity. This special

celebration is an excellent opportunity to strengthen our shared democratic values

and close ties between our peoples.”

Ambassador Kvien with Syunik Governor Robert Ghukasyan discussed possible
ways to deepen Armenian-American cooperation and reaffirmed the United States’
support for Armenia’s sovereignty, territorial integrity and well-being. The Ambas-
sador, with the EUMA, got acquainted with the situation at the border.

Ambassador Kvien met with the Minister of Internal Affairs VVahe Ghazaryan and
the Patrol Police Service, and participated in a donation of medical kit supplies Am-
bassador Kvien also met with forcibly displaced people from Nagorno-Karabakh in
Kapan to hear about their current needs and learn about the assistance provided by
the Government of Armenia and USAID in their new places of residence.

Kvien also signed a new Memorandum of Understanding with Liana Gaspary-
an, director of Syunik Regional Library, regarding the continuous cooperation with

“American Corner” of Kapan.

The ambassador also spoke with participants of the ACCESS English language

courses, funded by the US Embassy.

The program in Kapan, Goris and Meghri is implemented by the Educational

Initiatives NGO.
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YEREVAN — The Applied Policy Re-
search Institute of Armenia (APRI), a think
tank based in Yerevan, held its annual fo-
rum on June 26-28, on the theme “Build-
ing Tomorrow.”

In three days of back-to-back sessions,
the conference brought together policy-
makers, academics, civil society represen-
tatives, and diplomats.

In the opening session on June 26, Ar-
menia’s Secretary of the National Security
Council, Armen Grigoryan, spoke about
Armenia’s “pivot to the world,” describing
a strategy of foreign policy diversification
that is reshaping the country’s geopolitical
and security partnerships. Other high-rank-
ing officials included the Deputy Foreign
Minister of Armenia, Paruyr Hovhannis-
syan, who spoke with Ambassador Rain-
er Rudolph, vice chairman of the Munich
Security Conference, about the complex
security needs of small states. Colonel Zhi-
rayr Amirkhanyan, assistant to the Chief of
General Staff of the Armenian Ministry of
Defense, returned to the APRI Forum stage
to discuss Armenia’s military reforms and
the emerging balance of global engage-
ment.

The APRI Forum was a catalyst for dis-
cussion of Armenia’s new country partners,
including a close look at the rise of “GIFA”
— Greece, India, France, and Armenia —
as a critical group of partners in the securi-
ty of the South Caucasus.

Speakers from all four countries affirmed
the need to further develop modes of col-
laboration in various fields. In other dedi-
cated sessions experts addressed Armenia’s
relations with Russia, India, Iran, the Arab
world, the United States, and the European
Union. Additional focus was concentrated
on Armenia’s growing relationship with
Saudi Arabia after the signing of diplomat-
ic relations between the two countries last
year.

In a critically important look at foreign
direct investment as a vector for stability
and growth, Léa Hakim, Senior Country
Economist for Armenia at the World Bank,
gave a keynote interview on how Armenia
can better engage investors from around
the globe. Her talk was followed by a panel
discussion with speakers from Amber Cap-
ital, Ameria Management Advisory, and
ICC Armenia, as well as remarks from Ra-
fayel Grigoryan, Deputy Chairman of the
State Revenue Committee.

As in the past editions of the conference,
the 2024 APRI Forum featured varied
sessions on sustainability and responsible
resource management, with discussions
shaped in partnership with the American
University of Armenia Acopian Center
for the Environment. This year’s sessions
looked at the rise of clean energy and e-mo-
bility in Armenia, agricultural reform as a
driver of prosperity, and the pressing need
for strategic environmental diplomacy. The
topic of responsible mining was also fea-
tured, with a critical look at the environ-
mental realities and the revenue-generating
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APRI Think Tank Holds ‘Building Tomorrow’ Forum in Yerevan

Gagik Aghajanyan, CEO, Apaven; Hrant Mikayelyan, Director, Armenian Research Institute; Dinkar Prakash Srivastava,
Independent Scholar and Advisor on Oil, Gas, LNG, Port & Connectivity Issues

opportunities of Armenia’s valuable re-
source deposits.

The forum also held a session on the
future of people from Nagorno-Kara-
bakh. Three civil society leaders from
Nagorno-Karabakh shared their concerns
about the dire conditions facing refugees
from Nagorno-Karabakh, with specific
suggestions addressed to the Armenian
government, nonprofit organizations, em-
bassies, and intergovernmental organiza-
tions to develop more efficient humanitar-
ian programs.

In line with its mission, the 2024 APRI
Forum created constructive, collaborative
dialogue to support the development of Ar-
menia through shared expertise, emerging
ideas, and accelerated networking.

“It is our mission to support prob-
lem-solving and systems strengthening in
Armenia,” said Lara Setrakian, the pres-
ident of APRI Armenia. “We feel it is a
vitally important time to remember that
beyond the noise and turbulence of these
times we must keep building with excel-
lence for the benefit of future generations.”

APRI Armenia: The Applied Policy Re-
search Institute of Armenia Foundation
(APRI Armenia) is an independent think
tank and policy accelerator focused on ad-
vancing regional stability, sustainable pros-
perity, and civic engagement.

We are a hub of trusted dialogue, inde-
pendent analysis, and authoritative ideas in
order to address critical policy issues and
unlock Armenia’s potential with a solu-
tion-oriented mindset.

Majid Karimi, Member, Peripheral Borders Studies Group, Caucasus, National
Defense University of Iran; Sergei Melkonyan, APRI Armenia, Research Fellow

Armen Grigoryan, Secretary, Security Council of Armenia, with Lara Setrakian,
President, APRI Armenia

Despoina-Ino Afentouli, Executive Director, Institute of International Relations,
right, with Colonel (Retired) Robert E. Hamilton, Head of Eurasia Research,
Foreign Policy Research Institute
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BERLIN (AP) — UEFA suspended Tur-
key player Merih Demiral for two matches
on July 5 for making a controversial hand
gesture at the European Championship, an
incident that has led to a diplomatic row
between Turkey and host nation Germany.

The ban ruled Demiral out of his team’s
quarterfinal against the Netherlands on
July 6, and the semifinal, should Turkey
progress.

The Turkish Football Federation joined
Turkish government officials in denounc-
ing the suspension but said it can’t appeal
against it because it’s under the three-game
threshold. The leader of Turkey’s national-
ist party called on the team to boycott Sat-
urday’s game and return home unless UE-
FA's “shameful decision” is reversed.

After scoring his second goal in Turkey’s
round-of-16 win over Austria, Demiral
made a sign with each hand that is used by
Turkish nationalists and associated with the
Turkish ultra-nationalist organization Ulku
Ocaklari, which is more widely known as
the Gray Wolves.

Demiral said it was an innocent expres-
sion of national pride and that he was hop-
ing he’d have “more opportunities to do the
same gesture again.”

But it was condemned as “racism” by
German interior minister Nancy Faeser,
and Cem Ozdemir, a German politician of
Turkish descent, said the gesture “stands
for terror, fascism.”

Their comments led to a harsh rebuke
from Turkish authorities and the summon-
ing of the German ambassador on Wednes-
day.

UEFA said it banned Demiral “for fail-
ing to comply with the general principles
of conduct, for violating the basic rules of
decent conduct, for using sports events for
manifestations of a non-sporting nature and
for bringing the sport of football into dis-
repute.”

Turkish Football Federation president
Mehmet Buyukeksi denounced the deci-
sion as being politically motivated and ac-
cused the European soccer body of “double
standards.”

INTERNATIONAL

Turkey’s Merih Demiral Gets Two-Game
UEFA Ban for Nationalist Gesture

Turkey's defender Merih Demiral making the Grey Wolf hand gesture (Ronny

HARTMANN photo)

“When compared to the fines and sus-
pended penalties for much more serious
offenses, including racist behavior in the
stands, this two-match ban is hugely dis-
proportionate,” Hurriyet newspaper quoted
Buyukeksi as saying.

Buyukeksi denied Turkish media reports
that his federation would take the issue to
the Court of Arbitration for Sport, saying
the appeals channel was closed for less
than three-match suspensions.

“Our right to appeal has been taken away
from us with the two-match penalty,” he said.

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry said the de-
cision “has reinforced the view that there
is an increase in the tendency to act with
prejudice against foreigners in certain Eu-
ropean countries.”

Demiral was previously one of 16 Tur-
key players reprimanded in 2019 for mak-

ing military-style salutes at games at a time
when the country was conducting a mili-
tary offensive in Syria.

The Gray Wolves group was founded as
the youth wing of Turkey’s far-right Na-
tionalist Movement Party, or MHP, which
is currently in an alliance with Erdogan’s
ruling Justice and Development Party. In
the decades following its founding in the
1960s, the group was accused of involve-
ment in politically motivated violence,
mostly against leftist groups.

MHP leader Devlet Bahceli said if UE-
FA’s “shameful decision” is not reversed,
the team should skip Saturday’s game.

“At this stage, it is a moral and national
expectation that our national football team
does not play in the Netherlands match and
in this way, displays its democratic pro-
test,” he said.

Report on Artsakh Concludes Azerbaijan Committed Ethnic Cleansing

REPORT, from page 1

underscores the critically important need
for accountability as well as the funda-
mental right of return,” stated Assembly
Congressional Relations Director Mariam
Khaloyan.

The report exposed the “intimidation
and attacks,” the 10-month “blockade” of
Nagorno-Karabakh and the humanitarian
crisis that ensued as well as “erasing evi-
dence of Armenian communities, culture,
and heritage from Nagorno-Karabakh,” by
Azerbaijan.

In addition, the Report highlighted that
the “fact-finding mission has determined
that there is sufficient evidence to con-
clude that these practices as well as other
acts cited in this summary also constitute
crimes under the Rome Statute of the Inter-
national Criminal Court, including Article
7 (crimes against humanity), and Article 8
(war crimes), and align with the definition
of deportation or forcible transfer of pop-
ulation.”

Further, given their findings and the lack
of prosecution, the Report underscored “the
urgent need for international legal scrutiny
and accountability, with a recommendation
for referral to the ICC to ensure a thorough
investigation and potential prosecution of

those responsible for these egregious acts.”

The report concludes on this note:

“An analysis of the actions and rhetoric
of Azerbaijani authorities in conjunction
with the lived experiences of the ethnic Ar-
menians of Nagorno-Karabakh provides
reasonable grounds to conclude that their
forced displacement was intentional. The
evidence suggests a coordinated, long-
term plan aimed at ridding Nagorno-Kara-
bakh of its ethnic Armenian population.
This policy was achieved through regular
actions that constitute gross violations of
human rights, international humanitarian
law, and international criminal law. In a
gradual process and methodical manner,
the Azerbaijani state imposed conditions
of life designed to either bring about the
destruction of the Armenian population
over time, or render it impossible for them
to stay and survive. The official narrative
from Azerbaijani officials immediately
following displacement that the issue of
Nagorno Karabakh is “resolved” and “jus-
tice is restored” further point to intention-
ality. Persistent defiance of international
norms and continued violations despite
international condemnations also indicate
the deliberate intent of the Azerbaijani
government to displace the Armenian pop-

ulation.

“Accordingly, the documented actions
of Azerbaijan meet the criteria for ethnic
cleansing as understood in the context of
the former Yugoslavia conflict, inflicting
it through means of extrajudicial execu-
tions, torture, arbitrary arrests and deten-
tion, restrictions on the access to food and
life-saving medication, forcible removal,
displacement and deportation of civilian
population, deliberate military attacks or
threats of attacks on civilians and civilian
areas, and wanton destruction of property.
The fact-finding mission has determined
that there is sufficient evidence to con-
clude that these practices as well as other
acts cited in this summary also constitute
crimes under the Rome Statute of the Inter-
national Criminal Court, including Article
7 (crimes against humanity), and Article 8
(war crimes), and align with the definition
of deportation or forcible transfer of pop-
ulation. These findings and lack of prose-
cution on the domestic level in Azerbaijan
underscore the urgent need for internation-
al legal scrutiny and accountability, with
a recommendation for referral to the ICC
to ensure a thorough investigation and po-
tential prosecution of those responsible for
these egregious acts.”

INTERNATIONAL

Baku Says Russian
Companies Seek
Involvement in 24

Projects in Karabakh

BAKU (PanARMENIAN.Net)
— The Ministry of Economy of
Azerbaijan has received applica-
tions from Russian companies for
24 projects to work in occupied
Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan’s
Deputy Minister of Economy Sa-
hib Alekperov said on July 15, ac-
cording to TASS.

Alekperov said his country ex-
pects the “active participation” of
Russian companies in projects in
Karabakh, which will “contribute
to the further strengthening of part-
nership ties” between Azerbaijan
and Russia.

According to him, so far, the
Ministry of Economy of Azerbai-
jan has received requests for 24
projects from Russian companies.

He emphasized that companies
operating in Karabakh will receive
“very favorable benefits.”

Armenia Team Wins
2 Bronze Medals at
Biology Olympiad

ASTANA (Panorama.am) — Ar-
menian school students clinched
two bronze medals at the 35th
International Biology Olympiad
(IBO) held in Astana, Kazakhstan,
on July 7-14.

The competition brought togeth-
er a total of 305 students from of
81 countries, the Armenian Minis-
try of Education, Science, Culture
and Sports reported.

Four students represented Arme-
nia at the Biology Olympiad.

Tatev Simonyan, an 11th grader
from the Quantum College, and
Hakob Perikhanyan, a 12th grader
from the Physics and Mathematics
Specialized School after Artashes
Shahinyan, bagged bronze medals.

Macron and Erdogan
Discuss Armenia,
Azerbaijan Relations

PARIS (news.am) — French
President Emmanuel  Macron
discussed the normalization of
relations between Armenia and
Azerbaijan with Turkish President
Recep Erdogan in Washington, the
press service of the French Presi-
dent’s Office reported on July 12.

“The French president reiterated
his support for the ongoing dialog
between Armenia and Azerbaijan
with the aim of reaching a peace
agreement as soon as possible,
which could open a new page in the
region,” the statement said.

According to the Turkish side,
Macron and Erdogan also discussed
“bilateral relations, the course of
the war between Ukraine and Rus-
sia, Israel’s attacks on Palestine, as
well as regional and global issues”
at the meeting, which took place on
the margins of NATO Summit.

Erdogan emphasized the
strengthening of relations between
Turkey and France in all spheres,
as well as the need to intensify the
process of Turkey’s accession to
the European Union.
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Iran Backs Safe Return of Karabakh Armenians

By Ruzanna Stepanian

TEHRAN (Azatutyun) — Iran believes that Na-
gorno-Karabakh’s ethnic Armenian population dis-
placed by last year’s Azerbaijani offensive must be able
to return to the region and live there in security, the Ira-
nian ambassador to Armenia, Mehdi Sobhani, said on
Friday, July 12.

“Our position regarding the rights of Karabakh res-
idents is clear,” Sobhani told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service in an exclusive interview. “We recognize the
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and emphasize it, but
at the same time we believe that the rights of the Arme-
nian residents of Karabakh should be respected.”

“The issue is like a wound, and that wound must be
healed,” he said. “If that wound is not healed it may
open again. When we talk about sustainable peace that
wound should also be taken into account.”

Sobhani noted that the more than 100,000 Karabakh

Iranian Amb. Mehdi Sobhani is interviewed by
RFE/RLs Armenian Service, July 12, 2024.

Armenians fled to Armenia last September because
they “did not feel safe.”

“They did not come here voluntarily, and we hope
that conditions will be created for them to return to their
homes voluntarily,” he said.

Asked whether their repatriation and security require
an autonomous status for Karabakh, the envoy replied,
“There should be dialogue and negotiation about it. We
and you must not make a decision for them.” He did not
say explicitly that such talks should be between Baku
and Karabakh Armenian leaders.

Azerbaijan denies forcing the Karabakh Armenians
to flee their homeland and says they can live there un-
der Azerbaijani rule. Karabakh’s leaders and ordinary
residents rejected such an option even before the Azer-
baijani offensive. Some of those leaders have said after
the exodus that only “international guarantees” could
convince the refugees to return home.

Armenia’s government, which has accused Baku of
carrying out ethnic cleansing in Karabakh, does not
seem to be seeking such guarantees. Prime Minister Ni-
kol Pashinyan has repeatedly indicated that the Kara-
bakh issue is closed for his administration.

Xi Says China, Azerbaijan Have Upgraded Bilateral Relations to Strategic Partnership

ASTANA (Xinhua) — China and Azer-
baijan have upgraded bilateral relations to
strategic partnership, which is a new posi-
tioning and a new starting point, Chinese
President Xi Jinping said here on July 3
when meeting with Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev ahead of the 24th Meeting of
the Council of Heads of State of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

Xi noted that the two sides should con-
tinue supporting each other in a bid to bring
more benefits to the two peoples.

China and Azerbaijan are good friends
with sincerity and mutual trust, as well as
good partners with equality and mutual ben-
efit, and bilateral relations have been devel-
oping healthily and steadily, with fruitful
cooperation and richer strategic connota-
tions, he said.

China firmly supports Azerbaijan in safe-
guarding national sovereignty, indepen-

dence and territorial integrity, and in pursu-
ing a development path suited to its national
conditions, Xi stressed.

The two sides should promote high-quali-
ty Belt and Road cooperation, deepen coop-
eration in such fields as trade, investment,
oil and gas, and photovoltaics, strengthen
connectivity, advance the construction of
the Trans-Caspian International Transport
Route, and ensure the healthy and stable
operation of China-Europe freight trains, he
said.

The two sides should also carry out more
exchanges in such areas as education, cul-
ture and tourism, as well as between the
youths of the two nations and at the sub-na-
tional level, and consolidate the public
foundation of China-Azerbaijan friendship,
he said.

China supports Azerbaijan in hosting the
29th session of the Conference of the Parties

to the United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change, Xi said.

China stands ready to work with Azerbai-
jan to advocate an equal and orderly world
multipolarity, and universally beneficial
and inclusive economic globalization, and
promote world peace, stability and develop-
ment, he said.

For his part, Aliyev said that Azerbaijan
and China are good partners.

The two countries have maintained close
exchanges at various departments and lev-
els, witnessed increasing bilateral trade
volume, and firmly supported each other
in safeguarding independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity in international or-
ganizations, he said.

The two sides jointly announced the es-
tablishment of the Azerbaijan-China strate-
gic partnership in a joint statement, which is
of great significance to the development of

bilateral relations, he said.

Azerbaijan firmly abides by the one-Chi-
na principle and firmly supports China’s
great cause of national reunification, which
is the trend of history and no force can stop
it, he said.

Azerbaijan is willing to strengthen soli-
darity and cooperation with China, tap the
potential, enhance cooperation in such areas
as economy, trade, investment, new energy
and culture within the framework of Belt
and Road cooperation, closely collaborate
within the SCO and other frameworks, op-
pose external interference and safeguard
regional security and stability, said Aliyev.

The two sides issued the joint statement
on establishing the strategic partnership.

Relevant departments of the two sides
signed cooperation documents in such areas
as Belt and Road cooperation and connec-
tivity.

PRISONER, from page 1

urgent medical treatment.

still held hostage in Baku.”

bakh officials.

Another Karabakh Armenian Sentenced In Azerbaijan

A military court in Baku sentenced another Karabakh Armenian man, Vagif
Khachatryan, to 15 years in prison on similar charges last November. He was de-
tained at an Azerbaijani checkpoint in the Lachin corridor in July 2023 while being
escorted by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to Armenia for

During his trial, Khachatryan, 68, repeatedly denied killing and deporting Kara-
bakh’s ethnic Azerbaijani residents at the beginning of the first Armenian-Azerbai-
jani war. The Armenian Foreign Ministry condemned the “sham trial” and demand-
ed the immediate release of Khachatryan and other “Armenian POWs and civilians

They include eight former political and military leaders of Karabakh who were
arrested during the mass exodus of the region’s ethnic Armenian population result-
ing from Azerbaijan’s September 2023 military offensive. They are facing various
grave accusations rejected by the Armenian government as well as current Kara-

Rashid Beglaryan is pictured shortly after his arrest in August 2023, in Baku

Turkey Blocks Armenian Cargo Overflight

By Astghik Bedevian

YEREVAN (Azatutyun) — Turkey has
reportedly banned a cargo plane from fly-
ing from Europe to Armenia through Turk-
ish airspace.

Hetqg.am reported that a Boeing 777F of
Ethiopian Airlines hired by an Armenian
cargo company had to turn away from
Turkish airspace at the last minute and re-
turn to the Belgian city of Liege on July
9. The publication cited a company exec-
utive as saying that the plane carried var-
ious consumer goods purchased by online
shoppers in Armenia as well as neighbor-
ing Georgia. Another Ethiopian Airlines jet
transported them to Yerevan’s Zvartnots
airport on Wednesday, July 10, after choos-
ing a longer transit route through Russia,
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan.

The Armenian government’s Civil Avi-
ation Committee confirmed on Friday that
the Ethiopian-based carrier had prior per-
mission to fly over Turkey. The committee
could not say why Turkish aviation author-
ities revoked it without any explanation.

“It’s not pleasant to hear such news,”
Hakob Arshakyan, a deputy speaker of the
Armenian parliament, told reporters.

“l don’t know whether it was a political
decision or there was a technical problem,”
said Arshakyan. He said he hopes that An-
kara will remove such hurdles in line with
interim normalization agreements with Ye-
revan reached two years ago.

One of those agreements called for di-
rect air freight traffic between Armenia

and Turkey. It essentially remains on paper
only, even though the Turkish government
formally allowed cargo shipments by air to
and from Armenia in January 2023. Anka-
ra maintains a complete ban on imports of
Armenian goods.

Turkey had banned all Armenian aircraft
from its airspace in September 2020 three
weeks before the outbreak of the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war over Nagorno-Kara-
bakh during which Ankara provided deci-
sive military assistance to Azerbaijan.

The ban on Armenian overflights re-
mained in force until the start of normal-
ization talks between the two neighboring
states and the resumption of Yerevan-Istan-
bul flights in early 2022. Even after that,
Ankara has periodically banned Armenian
carriers from flying over Turkey en route to
Europe or the Middle East.

The other Turkish-Armenian agree-
ment reached in July 2022 committed the
two sides to opening their land border for
holders of Armenian or Turkish diplomatic
passports and citizens of third countries. A
senior Armenian official complained last
month that Ankara has not yet taken any
steps to implement it.

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan and other leaders have repeated-
ly made clear that further progress in the
normalization process is contingent on the
signing of an Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
accord sought by Azerbaijan. They have
also demanded that Armenia open an ex-
traterritorial corridor to Azerbaijan’s Nakh-
ichevan exclave.
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Community News

Mark Tashjian Is

Running for State
Representative in
Massachusetts’ 2nd

Essex District

GEORGETOWN, Mass. — Mark
Tashjian, an Armenian-American
small business owner and George-
town Finance Committee Member, is
seeking the Republican nomination
for state representative in Massachu-
setts” 2nd Essex District.

Tashjian’s desire to run for state
representative is rooted in his deep
ties to the Armenian-American com-
munity and his belief in grassroots
activism.

“Armenians are some of the sharp-
est minds and brightest leaders in ev-
ery industry. One of the reasons | am
running for State Representative is to
inspire the Ar-
menian com-
munity to get
constructively
involved in

local govern-
ment,”  Tash-
jian said. “We

have brilliant

examples like

former California governor George
Deukmejian Jr. who have gone be-
fore us, and we all have a part to play
as diasporan Armenians. Let’s get in-
volved in building a secure and glob-
ally impactful future for the United
States and Armenia.”

The Tashjian campaign intends to
call attention to the need for leader-
ship and advocacy to build up small
town economies and responsible, lo-
cal management. He said he intends
to address high cost of living as well
as too many affordable housing units
in the six communities of the 2nd
Essex District — Ipswich, Hamilton,
Georgetown, Newbury, Rowley, and
Topsfield Precinct 1.

“The families in our local towns
deserve better. At a time with so
much turmoil and uncertainty, we
rightly expect our state leaders to be
outspoken on the issues that matter,
and engaged with constituents on a
personal level,” Tashjian said. “Un-
fortunately, we are not receiving
that kind of leadership right now.
Over these next few months, | intend
to learn about the issues facing our
community, and | hope to be a voice
for leadership and action on those
very issues. That’s why 1I’m running
— to show up, to listen to the peo-
ple’s needs, and to bring their voice
to Beacon Hill.”

A grandson of Armenian Genocide
refugees, Tashjian is involved in both
the local Armenian community via
Ararat Church in Salem, NH and in
Armenia itself: Tashjian volunteers
with a mission organization based in
a remote Armenian village, serving
the needs of Artsakh refugees who
faced ethnic cleansing by Azerbaijan.
Currently, he is working to support
Armenia-based education and busi-
ness leaders in developing relation-
ships between US-based organiza-
tions and Armenia.

For more information visit www.
marktash.com.

Haig Boyadjian, left, with COAF Chairman Garo Armen

Community Unites to Support
Al Programs for Rural Youth at
COAF Summer Soiree

NEW YORK — The Children of Armenia Fund (COAF) on June 25 raised more
than $70,000 to support Al programs for children. The 14th Annual COAF Summer
Soiree, held at the Dream Downtown Hotel’s PhD Rooftop Lounge, brought togeth-
er 200 supporters for a night of entertainment and philanthropy.

Attendees had the opportunity to learn firsthand the transformative power of Al
technology and its potential to enhance educational experiences for children. “This
fundraiser is a testament to the shared vision we have for empowering the next
generation with the skills and knowledge they need to thrive in the digital age,” said
Haig Boyadjian, vice president of Development at COAF.

The funds raised will directly support the implementation of Al education pro-
grams at COAF’s SMART Center, which aim to spark curiosity and foster a deep
understanding of artificial intelligence from an early age, preparing Armenia’s
young minds for future opportunities in technology.

“We believe that every child deserves access to high-quality education in emerg-
ing fields like AL said Garo Armen, founder and chairman of COAF. “Events like
this not only raise crucial funds but also raise awareness about the importance of
equipping our youth with the tools they need to succeed.”

COAF extends its heartfelt gratitude to all sponsors, donors, volunteers, and at-
tendees who contributed to the success of the event. Their generosity and commit-
ment to advancing Al education for children are invaluable.

COAF partnered with Kulbas and WearArmenia, whose merchandise was fea-
tured at this year’s Soiree. Proceeds from their sales continue to support COAF’s
work.

COAF's Garo Armen

Schiff Letter Urges
Protection for
Artsakh Heritage

WASHINGTON — On June 24,
Congressman Adam Schiff (D-CA)
spearheaded a letter Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, joined by 47 U.S.
Representatives, emphasizing the
preservation and protection of Arme-
nian cultural, historical, and religious
sites in Artsakh, while highlighting
the ongoing destruction of these vul-
nerable sites, reported the Armenian
Assembly of America.

“We welcome  Representative
Schiff’s bipartisan letter to Secretary
of State Blinken, which underscores
the critical importance of preserving
Armenian cultural, historical, and re-
ligious sites in Artsakh,” said Assem-
bly Congressional Relations Director
Mariam Khaloyan. “Azerbaijan’s
ongoing genocidal policy is reflected
in the systematic destruction of Arme-
nian cultural heritage sites. We urge
the Administration to take decisive
action to hold Azerbaijan accountable
and to prevent further loss of our cul-
tural identity,”

The letter urged the Administration
to “take swift action” and cited

Cornell  University’s  Caucasus
Heritage Watch (CHW) stating that
“Azerbaijan was responsible for the
destruction of 98 percent of Arme-
nian cultural heritage sites in the Na-
khchivan exclave between 1997 and
2011...with the Azerbaijan military
offensive against Artsakh in Septem-
ber 2023, there is already evidence
Azerbaijan is continuing its strategy
of erasing Armenian culture within
and around this region as well.”

The letter highlighted Azerbaijan’s
recent reconstruction of the St. John
the Baptist Church, (also known as
Kanach Zham/Green Church) located
in Shushi as “an example of the quiet
destruction of sites that have signifi-
cant value to Armenians...these ac-
tivities are not benign and ultimately
result in the erasure of Armenian cul-
ture and a systematic cleansing of the
region of its historic Armenian roots.”

The Armenian cultural heritage
sites in Artsakh, numbering almost
500, have significant value globally,
as exemplified by UNESCO naming
Armenian “khachkars” on the Repre-
sentative List of the Intangible Cultur-
al Heritage of Humanity, which is “an
indication of the significant cultural
value of these artifacts.”

The letter also noted that the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ) issued
a provisional measure in December
2021 due to the “credible risk of fur-
ther destruction and potential erasure
of Armenian cultural heritage from
the region,” which calls on Azerbai-
jan to refrain from ‘suppressing the
Armenian language, destroying Ar-
menian cultural heritage or otherwise
eliminating the existence of the his-
torical Armenian cultural presence.’
In the aftermath of Azerbaijan’s mil-
itary attack in Artsakh, the ICJ is-
sued another provisional measure in
November 2023 and called on Azer-
baijan to “adhere to its obligations
under the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination by taking “all

see SCHIFF, page 8
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necessary measures to prevent and punish
acts of vandalism and desecration affecting
Armenian cultural heritage, including but
not limited to churches and other places of
worship, monuments, landmarks, cemeter-
ies and artefacts.’

The letter concluded with requesting the
Department of State “do more to prevent
Azerbaijan’s actions” and to raise these con-
cerns when the Administration meets with
Azerbaijani officials.

“We urge the Department of State to en-
sure that all U.S. diplomats prioritize this
issue by raising the destruction of Armenian
cultural heritage at every meeting with offi-
cials at all levels of the government of Azer-
baijan...it is vital that the Administration
calls for an immediate cessation of Azerbai-
jani activities that would eradicate the rich
history and culture of the Armenian people.
These sites must be protected.”

The letter was signed by Representatives
Tony Cardenas (D-CA), Judy Chu (D-CA),

COMMUNITY NEWS

Schiff Letter Urges Protection for Artsakh Heritage

Lou Correa (D-CA), Jim Costa (D-CA),
Anna Eshoo (D-CA), Jimmy Gomez (D-
CA), Sara Jacobs (D-CA), Barbara Lee
(D-CA), Tom McClintock (R-CA), Grace
Napolitano (D-CA), Scott Peters (D-CA),
Katie Porter (D-CA), Linda Sanchez (D-
CA), Adam Schiff (D-CA), David Valad-
ao (R-CA), John Larson (D-CT), Eleanor
Holmes Norton (D-DC), Sanford Bishop,
Jr. (D-GA), Sean Casten (D-IL), Danny
Davis (D-IL), Jonathan Jackson (D-IL),
Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-1L), Jan Schakow-
sky (D-IL), Brad Schneider (D-IL), Jake
Auchincloss (D-MA), Stephen Lynch (D-
MA), Jim McGovern (D-MA), Seth Moul-
ton (D-MA), Lori Trahan (D-MA), John
Sarbanes (D-MD), Elissa Slotkin (D-Ml),
Haley Stevens (D-MI), Ilhan Omar (D-
MN), Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ), Andy Kim
(D-NJ), Rob Menendez (D-NJ), Frank Pal-
lone (D-NJ), Susie Lee (D-NV), Dina Titus
(D-NV), Grace Meng (D-NY), Joyce Beat-
ty (D-OH), Brendan Boyle (D-PA), Dwight
Evans (D-PA), Susan Wild (D-PA), Gabe

Thomas Mooradian
Repatriate to Armenia Who Wrote Book on Experience

DETROIT — Thomas (Tatos) Mooradian
passed away peacefully in his sleep during
the early morning hours of June 5, 2024, in
his home on Hubbard Lake, with his wife
and daughters by his side.

Born July 31, 1928, in Detroit, MI, Tom
graduated from Southwestern High School,
Detroit, where he was known for his aca-
demic achievements and his basketball
prowess. Seeking adventure, he joined a
group of Armenian repatriates and went to
Soviet Armenia at the age of 19, playing
basketball for the national team, coaching
youth, and receiving a degree in education
from the Institute of Physical Culture and
Sports, Yerevan, Armenia.

He returned to Detroit in 1960, earned a
BA in journalism from Wayne State Uni-
versity, and wrote for several newspapers
covering the western suburbs of Detroit. In
1974, he married the love of his life and best
friend Janice Marie (Taracks).

He was a member of the First Presbyteri-

an Church of Alpena.

When Mooradian retired in 2005 and
the couple relocated to Hubbard Lake, he
wrote The Repatriate: Love, Basketball,
and the KGB, which received seven book
awards, to share his experiences in the So-
viet Union. The couple traveled throughout
the United States where he spoke about his
Soviet ordeal.

In the early months of 1947, eighteen-
year-old Tom Mooradian had everything
— Hollywood good looks, high academic
ranking in his senior class at Southwest-
ern High School, recognition by the three
Detroit daily newspapers as being one of
the finest basketball talents in the Public
School League and in the state. Before the
end of that year, however, he would find
himself with hundreds of other Soviet citi-
zens, standing in long unruly lines hoping
to purchase a kilo of black, damp, sawdust
filled bread. He was fighting the daily fight
for survival in the Soviet Union. But bread

Arpenik Azizian
Immigrant, Longtime Hairdresser at Yolanda’s

WATERTOWN — Arpenik Azizian, of
Watertown , passed away peacefully on
June 28, 2024.

She was born to Varsenik Gasparian and
Sisak Azizian on October 23, 1929 in the
village of Gardobad in the region of Urmia,
Iran.

In 1946, Arpenik married Hamazasp
(Hamo) Banoian and they had two chil-
dren, Varouj and Bergrouhi (Bebe). In
1956, Arpenik tragically and prematurely
lost her husband and later she moved to
Tehran where she pursued a career in hair-
dressing.

In 1972, Arpenik moved to the U.S. to
join her brother, Christopher Azizian and
his wife Mary, her mother Varsenik and her
daughter Bebe. In 1984, she lost her son
Varouj.

While in the US she earned her cos-
metology license and began working in a
salon on Newbury Street in Boston. Ulti-
mately, she ended up working at Yolanda’s
in Waltham and continued working in her
profession until the age of 83. Arpenik
was loved and respected by all of her col-
leagues.

She was a former
member of Arme-
nian Relief Society
Watertown  Leola
Sassouni Chapter.

Arpenik is sur-
vived by  her
daughter Bergrouhi
(Bebe) Sarian and
her husband Ara and

two grandchildren, Rita, and her hushand
Juan Luis and son Amani, and Robert and
his wife Taline. She also leaves behind her
sister-in-law Mary Azizian, Mary’s chil-
dren and grandchildren, her nieces, Arax
and Alvart and nephews, Tatoul Badalian,
Edward, Stephen, and Allen Babroudi and
their spouses and children.

Funeral services were held at Saint Ste-
phen’s Armenian Apostolic Church, Water-
town, on Friday, July 12.

At the request of the family, cemetery
services were private. In lieu of flowers,
memorial gifts may be made to Saint Ste-
phen’s Armenian Church or to the Arme-
nian Relief Society Watertown Leola Sas-
souni Chapter.

OBITUARY

Amo (D-RI), Seth Magaziner (D-RI), Greg
Casar (D-TX), and Donald Beyer (D-VA).

On June 27, Representatives Anna Esh-
00 (D-CA) and Congressman Chris Smith
(R-NJ) spearheaded a resolution condemn-
ing Azerbaijan for perpetrating an ethnic
cleansing campaign against the Armenian
population of Nagorno-Karabakh, reported
the Armenian Assembly of America.

The resolution traced the unprovoked
violence against the Armenians of Artsakh
from the “grueling” 10-month long block-
ade of the Lachin Corridor in 2022, to the
full-scale military offensive in 2023 that
took the lives of hundreds of soldiers and
civilians, and over 120,000 displaced who
“facing the threat of further ethnic violence,
fled the territory as refugees within two
weeks of Azerbaijan’s assault.”

The ongoing “unjust imprisonment”
of Armenian POWSs and civilian captives
on “politically motivated charges or not
charges at all” was also emphasized, as was
the destruction of Armenian cultural heri-

tage sites by Azerbaijani forces who “have
systematically destroyed Armenian cultural
heritage sites in Nagorno-Karabakh, includ-
ing churches, monasteries, cemeteries, and
other cultural moments.”

The resolution underscored the “vastly in-
sufficient amount of humanitarian aid to re-
spond to the refugee crisis in Armenia” and
has not yet “imposed meaningful account-
ability measures on Azerbaijan for perpe-
trating an inhumane blockade and campaign
of ethnic cleansing in Nagorno-Karabakh.”

Concluding the resolution, the House of
Representatives condemned the “atrocities
perpetrated by Azerbaijan against the Ar-
menian population of Nagorno-Karabakh”
that constitute as “acts of ethnic cleansing,”
emphasized robust humanitarian assistance
to the Armenian people of Artsakh, called
on the Administration to “impose targeted
sanctions on Azerbaijan government of-
ficials complicit in human rights abuses,”
and to prohibit U.S. military aid pursuant to
Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act.

was the least of his
worries; he was not
allowed to travel
or utter one word
against the state
in public or pri-
vate conversation.
Mooradian had lost
his freedom. It was
not a dream, but a
nightmare that he and 150 other American
Armenians willingly, but unknowingly,
walked into when they signed up for the
Armenian Repatriation.

Shortly after their arrival in Erevan, the
capital of Soviet Armenia, the NKVD, the
Soviet Secret Police, arrested Mooradian
as he boarded a plane for Moscow. Beaten
at the airport, Mooradian was conveyed to
NKVD headquarters, his crime: he had au-
thored and agreed to present a petition, he

and three other repatriates had signed, to the
US Ambassador, pleading for help to return
to the United States.

Mooradian’s basketball prowess captured
the hearts of the Soviet people and proba-
bly saved his life. Miraculously surviving
13 years behind the lron Curtain, he had
the opportunity to see what no foreign cor-
respondent, no western journalist, no diplo-
mat was permitted to see: the Soviet Union
as the Soviets lived.

Mooradian was preceded in death by his
father Boghos, mother Dzovinar, brothers
Robert (Popkin) and George (Krikor).

He is survived by his wife Janice; daugh-
ters Jennifer and Bethany; grandchildren
Emerson, Elizabeth, and Auden; his sister
Rose (Patrick) Torossian and a host of niec-
es, nephews, great-nieces and nephews, and
great-great nieces and nephews, as well as a
warm circle of dear friends.

James “Jack” Giragosian, CPC

Mark J. Giragosian

576 Mount Auburn St., Watertown, MA 02472, Tel: 617-924-0606
www.giragosianfuneralhome.com
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BU Chobanian and Avedisian School of
Medicine Partners with Henar Foundation

YEREVAN — On July 3, the Henar
Foundation, in collaboration with Boston
University Chobanian & Avedisian School
of Medicine, signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding, marking the launch of a stra-
tegic partnership aimed at strengthening
Armenia’s primary care system and intro-
ducing innovative models for medical and
health professions education. The ceremony
was followed by congratulatory speeches
and a reception, offering an opportunity for
participants to network and engage.

The event was attended by the leaders of
family medicine departments and post-grad-
uate medical education, other esteemed part-
ners, as well as the team, faculty and fellows
of the Health for Armenia Leadership Devel-
opment Program, where Henar, in collabora-
tion with the Chobanian & Avedisian School
of Medicine, delivers the medical education
component of the program.

“Partnership with Boston University
Chobanian & Avedisian School of Med-
icine underscores our unwavering com-

University-Armenia Medical Partnership
of Chobanian & Avedisian School of Med-
icine remains committed to support health
education and collaboration with our part-
ners in Armenia. Primary care strengthening
and health professions education are among
prioritized initiatives, and we are currently
working with Henar and local stakeholders
to identify short- to long-term initiatives
that will guide the development of primary
care system and support the new model of
medical education.”

The goals of this consortium are aligned
with the RA Ministry of Health’s 2021-
2026 primary care transformation plan. By
combining Henar’s dedication to systemic
changes in primary care and medical edu-
cation with the BU Department of Family
Medicine Global Health Collaborative’s ex-
tensive experience in primary care reforms,
the consortium is well positioned for ulti-
mate success in this exciting partnership.

More information can be found at the He-
nar Foundation website (https://henar.am/).

Aram Voskerchyan of the Henar Foundation, left, with Dr. Aram Kaligian

mitment to transforming primary care in
Armenia through innovative and system-
ic interventions in medical education and
talent development,” said Arman Vosker-
chyan, co-founder and chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the Henar Foundation.

Aram Kaligian, MD, MPH, assistant pro-
fessor of family medicine, director of the
BU-Armenia Medical Partnership at the
Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine
at Boston University added, “The Boston

Boston University established its medical
school in 1873 by merging with the New En-
gland Female Medical College, founded in
18438, the first such institution for women in
the world. In 2022, the School of Medicine
was named the Boston University Aram V.
Chobanian & Edward Avedisian School of
Medicine, thanks to a historic gift to support
scholarships, endowed faculty chairs, and
cutting-edge research and teaching (https://
www.bumec.bu.edu/camed/).

US Seizes LA Mega-Mansion from Former

Armenian Minister

By Henry Pope

LOS ANGELES (Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project) — The U.S.
Justice Department in July seized a Los
Angeles mega-mansion from the family
of a former Armenian government official,
who authorities said purchased the proper-
ty with tens of millions of dollars in bribery
payments.

Authorities settled the civil forfeiture of
the 30,000-square-foot mansion, owned by
the sons of Gagik Khachatryan, 68, who
was once Armenia’s senior tax and customs
official and held the informal title of “Su-
per Minister,” due to his wealth.

Justice department officials said that
the property was purchased in 2011 using
funds from a trust that listed Khachatry-
an’s sons as the beneficiaries. While the
sons claimed innocence behind the funds’

origins, investigators argued that it was all
an elaborate ruse to launder $20 million in
bribery payments by Sedrak Arustamyan,
an Armenian businessman.

District Court attorneys allege that
Arustamyan offered the money in ex-
change for favorable tax treatment for his
businesses.

The mega-mansion is located with-
in L.A.’s Platinum Triangle, an informal
name for the city’s three-most affluent
neighborhoods, each of which are com-
prised of multi-million dollar homes.

Prosecutors first pursued the property’s
forfeiture in May 2022, when it was listed
for sale at $63.5 million, more than three
times the amount Khachatryan allegedly
accepted in bribes. Proceedings, however,
stalled for two years before a resolution
could be met.

“We do not tolerate corruption in the

Tekeyan Cultural Association, Inc.

Central Board of Directors of
the US and Canada

Dr. Nubar Berberian
2024 Annual Awards

Dr. Nubar Berberian, intellec-
tual, journalist, activist and ed-
itor of many ADL daily news-
papers for more than 50 years
passed away at the age of
94 in November 23, 2016. In
his Will, Dr. Berberian direct-
ed his Trust Fund managers
to appropriate awards every
year to college students of
Armenian descent worldwide
who major in either Interna-
tional Law or Political Science.

ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS

1) Eligible recipients are college students of Armenian
descent who major in either International Law or Political

Science.

2) Applicant must be enrolled in a full-time graduate
program in a fully accredited college or university in the

world.

3) Applicant must provide all of the information requested

on the application form.

4) Applicant must submit a copy of his or her most recent

college transcript.

5) Applicant is to include a small head-and-shoulders self-

portrait.

6) Application could be received by requesting from

tcadirector@aol.com.

7) Applicants should submit applications electronically (via
email) to: tcadirector@aol.com,

8) The deadline of receiving the applications is September

30, 2024.

9) The administrators and managers of the fund will vote
the qualified winners in October, 2024 based on the merits

of each applicant.

10) The winners will receive their awards in November,

2024

11) Winning applicants are not eligible to apply again.

12) This announcement is published in Armenian, English,

French and Spanish.

July 10, 2024

755 Mount Auburn Street, Watertown, MA, 02472,

United States and we will not allow foreign
officials to use our country to facilitate their
own corruption,” said United States Attor-
ney Martin Estrada. “Our recovery of these
ill-gotten gains should send a message to
corrupt officials throughout the world that

they will find no safe harbor here.”

The U.S. government plans to sell the
mega-mansion to the highest bidder and
will retain 85 percent of the sale’s net pro-
ceeds. The remaining 15 percent will be
distributed amongst Khachatryan’s sons.
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By Scott Kirsner

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (Boston Globe) —
In an office building on the edge of Kendall
Square, overlooking the Charles River, is a
company that exists to create other compa-
nies. Often, these new companies work on
the frontiers of science and medicine, with
the goal of creating drugs and treatments to
cure disease and extend lives.

And despite the inherent risks of start-
ups, these new companies attract proven
executives to run them, including the for-
mer CEO of Ancestry.com, a former com-

Dr. Noubar Afeyan

missioner of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and the former head of research for
the British drugmaker GSK.

At the center of all this company creation
is Noubar Afeyan, the cofounder and CEO
of Flagship Pioneering. Flagship, founded
in 1999, has formed more than 100 compa-
nies and helped take 30 of them public, in-
cluding the vaccine maker Moderna, which
began life in Flagship’s offices in 2010.

Flagship alone employs about 500 peo-
ple — nearly half holding PhD or MD de-
grees — and leases with its portfolio com-
panies about 3 million square feet of lab
space in the Boston area (including some
in this newspaper’s former headquarters in
Dorchester). That’s roughly double the lab
space of Massachusetts General Hospital.

And its presence is likely to grow. Flag-
ship on July 10 announced that it has raised
another $3.6 billion, pushing the aggregate
capital raised by the company past $10 bil-
lion.

Flagship holds a unique position in the
life sciences world, deploying its resourc-
es to back big ideas rather than companies.
Flagship scours labs, research hospitals,
and universities for cutting-edge science
and builds companies around that science,
providing not only money, but also a sup-
port structure that includes technology, hu-
man resources, and regulatory expertise.

“They go for the blockbusters ... not
some incremental improvement,” said
Anna Protopapas, a biotech industry ex-

COMMUNITY NEWS

The Company that Spawned Moderna Just Raised $3.6
Billion to Back More Big ldeas In Life Sciences

ecutive who most recently was CEO of
Mersana Therapeutics in Cambridge. “It’s
things like messenger RNA, it’s gene writ-
ing, or using artificial intelligence across
their portfolio of companies.”

Flagship has sought to vertically inte-
grate the process of developing scientific
hypotheses, running experiments, assem-
bling teams of people, providing funding,
and setting up research collaborations with
bigger pharmaceutical players — which
typically come with funding of their own.

Flagship’s model calls to mind Henry
Ford’s vision of taking raw materials and

turning them into fin-
ished cars in his fac-
tories. Or better yet,
a Hollywood studio.
Much as movie stu-
dios in the 20th cen-
tury had their own
screenwriters, stars,
costume  designers,
and directors on the
payroll, Flagship
has human resourc-
es, legal, and tech-
nology experts that
it can “lend” to an
early-stage compa-
ny before it has full-
time employees in
those roles.

Flagship’s ap-
proach to creating
companies has four
phases, said Lovisa
Afzelius, a general
partner at the firm.
(Flagship has devel-
oped its own lingo to
describe them.) The
first is the explora-
tion phase, when
employees  brain-
storm about what
might be possible
around an emerging
area of science.

At the “ProtoCo” phase, they identify
the “critical questions we need to answer,”
Afzelius said, and then supply the fledgling
company with a few million dollars and a
few people to work on it.

Some of those questions, she said, are
“Killer questions, where if we can’t answer
this, there is not really a path forward.”
Assuming those questions get answered,
the company reaches the “NewCo” phase,
where it gets more money from Flagship to
keep developing its approach and often re-
cruit a chief executive from outside to lead
it. By the fourth phase, “GrowthCo,” the
company has typically moved out of Flag-
ship’s office into its own space, and other
investors have put in money.

“I’m not going to throw shade,” says
Chris Garabedian, a former biotech CEO
who now manages investments for Percep-
tive Advisors, a New York firm. “They’re
doing things that no one else has the risk
appetite to do.”

Margo Georgiadis, a former chief execu-
tive of Ancestry.com and Mattel, is running
a Flagship company called Montai, which
is using artificial intelligence to try to iden-
tify naturally occurring molecules in foods,
herbs, or traditional medicines that may be
useful in treating inflammatory and auto-
immune disorders. Georgiadis said that the
other Flagship company CEOQs often share
expertise.

“It’s an amazing shared network,” she
said. ““You get the benefits of being a big

company, even though you’re a small com-
pany.”

Steve Hahn, a former FDA commission-
er, runs a Flagship company called Harbin-
ger Health. It is developing laboratory tests
to spot cancers earlier. While Hahn didn’t
want to be specific, Harbinger has in the
past mentioned pancreatic cancer as one
potential target for its tests.

Flagship also works in agricultural bio-
tech; one startup, Invaio, is marketing a
device that injects a specially designed bi-
ological compound into citrus trees to slow
the spread of a blight that diminishes their
productivity.

Not every company that Flagship launch-
es is a success. Among the flops: Kaleido
Biosciences, which aimed to treat diseases
related to the body’s microbiome, or colo-
nies of bacteria that live in and on people;
Ohana Biosciences, which was working on
ways to improve fertility rates; and Joule
Unlimited, which hoped to modify bacteria
to crank out biofuel.

But Afeyan said that he views some of
the firm’s failures as learning experiences
— albeit expensive ones. It’s tough to create
a biofuel that can be produced at sufficient
volumes and low enough prices to compete
with gasoline and diesel. Instead, he sug-
gested, future Flagship sustainability start-
ups may seek to sell new technologies and
tools to the established energy companies.

One criticism that outsiders sometimes
lob at Flagship is that Afeyan gets involved
in every decision, no matter how minor. He
doesn’t exactly deny it, saying it is “partly
an impression and partly a necessity.”

Afeyan, who earned a doctorate in bio-

chemical engineering from MIT, said that
at times he is deeply invested in developing
the science. At other times, he may be in-
volved in only “5 percent of the decisions.”

The new $3.6 billion will create even
higher expectations for Flagship, said Gar-
abedian. The investors fronting that money
will want to see Flagship continue its pa-
rade of successful public companies such
as Moderna or Sana Biotechnology, a Se-
attle company developing cell therapies to
treat cancer.

But, Garabedian added, Flagship has the
confidence needed to develop or find tech-
nologies that will one day be extremely
valuable.

“Noubar is really good at that — paint-
ing a vision of the future of medicine,” Ga-
rabedian said.

Afeyan’s latest vision involves artificial
intelligence and how it will change the way
science and drug development are done.
In 2022, Flagship began building its own
internal team of Al specialists. That team
consists of 15 people, but Flagship expects
to double its size over the next year.

Afeyan says that Al could eventually
become a tool that does much of the work
of scientific discovery. People would pro-
pose new scientific hypotheses and specify
experiments, leaving Al to conduct the ex-
periments and gather the results to prove or
disprove those theories.

But he acknowledges that, for now, is
still just a vision. “There’s a lot of work
between that, and rigorously and humbly
trying to bring parts of it to life,” he says.
“We think it’s better to have done it than to
say you’re going to do it.”

ANOOGIAN MANOR

Armenian Home for the Aged
visit www.manoogianmanor.org

Awarded Best Assisted Living 2 Years In a Row!

LONG / SHORT TERM CARE < RESPITE CARE * HOSPICE
IN HOUSE PHYSICAL - OCCUPATIONAL - SPEECH THERAPY
ARMENIAN / AMERICAN CUISINE » MULTI - LINGUAL STAFF

For More Information or to Request a Tour
Call Director of Marketing & Sales
Robert Harrison Baydaryian
at 734.838.1164
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WATERTOWN — The Watertown Pub-
lic Arts and Culture Committee seeks mu-
ral artists to submit qualifications to devel-
op a proposal and install a mural along the
Watertown Cambridge Greenway under
Grove Street.

The Watertown Public Arts and Culture
Committee (PACC) is collaborating with
the Massachusetts Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation (DCR) to commission
a mural along the Watertown-Cambridge
Greenway that commemorates the life and
work of Arshile Gorky, who, notably, forged
the birth of Abstract Expressionism in the
United States. The mural is an extension
of a larger project by a Watertown work-
ing group to memorialize Gorky’s time in
Watertown, and his contribution to mod-
ern art, led jointly by resident Jack Dargon
and the Public Arts and Culture Committee
with support from The Armenian Museum
of America, Mosesian Center for the Arts,
and the Historical Society of Watertown.
This project is supported by generous con-
tributions from Mount Auburn Cemetery,
the Watertown Community Foundation, the
Watertown Cultural Council, and the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council.

Artist selection for the 100 Years of Ar-
shile Gorky mural has two phases. In the
first phase, artists and artist teams will sub-
mit materials that demonstrate their ability
to complete a mural of this scope. Mate-
rials include an artist bio, artist statement,
2-5 examples of past work, and cover letter
that artist statement and bio. Applications
will be reviewed by a jury consisting of the
Watertown PACC, Public Arts and Culture
Planner, MA DCR, and representatives
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City Seeks Artists to Create Mural about Arshile Gorky

from the working group. Three finalists
will be selected and paid $200 each to de-
velop mural proposals.

In the second phase of selection, mural
proposals by the three finalists will be pre-
sented in a public meeting for community
feedback. With community input, the jury
will select one artist or artist team to com-
plete their proposal. The selected artist(s)
will be required to sign a contract with the
City of Watertown. Artists will be award-
ed a total of $25,000, paid 50% upon re-
ceipt of required paperwork and 50% upon
completion of the mural. Selected artist(s)
must submit proof of General Liability In-
surance naming the City of Watertown and
Massachusetts Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation as additionally insured.

Selection criteria in phase two will focus
on thematic links to the life and work of
Arshile Gorky and compelling composi-
tion. The jury seeks a wide range of pro-
posals from the finalists. Themes or genres
that may be explored include, but are not
limited to, abstract expressionism, surre-
alism, Armenian culture, resiliency in the
face of extreme adversity, diversity and
inclusion, immigrant experiences, history
of Watertown (especially of the East End,
a destination for immigrants), memory, and
portraiture.

After surviving the 1915 Armenian
genocide and its aftermath, Gorky arrived
in Watertown in February 1920 as part of
a third wave of Armenians immigrants ar-
riving in the United States to escape per-
secution. He lived in the East End of Wa-
tertown with his sisters until 1925 (their
houses still stand), when he moved to New

Arshile Gorky

York City. During his time in Watertown,
Gorky worked at the Hood Rubber factory,
and was fired soon after practicing his art at
work. He studied art in Boston and quickly
graduated from student to teacher.

Gorky’s impact on art history and his
continued influence on modern and con-
temporary art cannot be overstated. Water-
town has long been a haven for Armenian
immigrants and the East End of Water-
town, where Gorky lived, is proud to be
the home of prominent Armenian art and

cultural organizations. Learn more about
Arshile Gorky through the Arshile Gorky
Foundation’s biography.

A virtual information session about the
call will be offered via Zoom on Monday,
July 29 from 12-1 p.m. A site visit with
Public Arts & Culture Planner, Liz Helfer,
will be offered on Tuesday, July 30 from
1-2 p.m. More details about both sessions
and the Call for Artists are available on the
city website www.watertown-ma.gov/688/
Public-Arts-Culture.
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AUA to Hold October Fundraiser in Boston Paying Tribute to Avedisian Family

BOSTON — The American University
of Armenia (AUA) will host “Catalysts for
Change: Honoring the Avedisian Family”
event, on October 5, at the Oakley Coun-
try Club, in Watertown. The gala fundrais-
er will support the university’s efforts to
uphold academic excellence in Armenia,
while featuring the Boston-based Avedi-
sian family, whose efforts have lent them-
selves to helping AUA develop its campus
and programmatic offerings over decades.

The event will mark AUA’s first ma-
jor fundraiser in New England. With the
support of the talented event committee,
spearheaded by co-chairs Arminé Manuk-
yan Humphrey and Katrina Menzigian,
guests will enjoy an evening of inspiration
and community, bolstered by a program
that boasts a special guest panel featuring
Dr. Aram Adourian, senior scientific advi-
sor at Flagship Pioneering; Dr. Areg Da-
nagoulian, associate professor of nuclear

Colleges for a term of 10 years, the max-
imum offered by the agency, which is a
reflection of the University’s ability to con-
sistently uphold the highest international
standards in higher education.

Perhaps the highlight of the evening, dis-
played in the event name, will be the spot-
light on the late Edward Avedisian and his
wife, Pamela. Together, Edward and Pame-
la Avedisian became instrumental pillars of
AUA through their various efforts, ranging
from sponsoring the Avedisian Center for
Business Research and Development to
funding and naming the Avedisian Onanian
Center for Health Services Research and
Development, in addition to serving as the
main benefactors in the construction of the
AUA Paramaz Avedisian Building, which
was completed in 2008.

In 2022, the Avedisians announced an-
other major gift: the sponsorship of two
Endowed Named Professorships in honor

From left, Dr. Aram Adourian, Dr. Areg Danagoulian, Dr. Naira Campbell-
Kyureghyan, Armen Mkrtchyan, PhD and Dr. Anna Ohanyan

science and engineering at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology; Dr. Naira
Campbell-Kyureghyan, former and inau-
gural C. Judson King Endowed Professor
at the AUA Akian College of Science and
Engineering; Armen Mkrtchyan, PhD,
origination partner at Flagship Pioneering;
and panel moderator Dr. Anna Ohanyan,
Richard B. Finnegan Distinguished Profes-
sor of Political Science and International
Relations at Stonehill College.

AUA President Dr. Bruce Boghosian will
be sharing the University’s latest updates,
highlighting AUA’s recent re-accreditation
by the Western Association of Schools and

of two former chairs of the AUA Board of
Trustees who have played a pivotal role in
the development of the University, the C.
Judson King Endowed Professorship and
William Frazer Endowed Professorship.
More recently, the family contributed a
transformational $20 million gift to support
AUA’s expansion. Indeed, the magnani-
mous support of this incredible family has
allowed the University to continue striving
toward innovation and excellence for the
benefit of its students.

Several of AUA’s successful alum-
ni will also be featured, including Alisa
Chalakhyan (BAB ’19), a graduate of Co-

Edward and Pamela Avedisian

lumbia University and current student at
Pennsylvania State University, who will
be emceeing the event, and Lida Asilyan
(BAEC ’24), a recent graduate who will
be pursuing her master’s degree at Harvard
University. The evening will include a mu-

sical performance by Zulal Trio, as well as
a silent auction with paintings and jewelry
gifted by various donors.

To learn more about the event visit https://
philanthropy.aua.am/catalysts-for-change/.

Armenian Assembly Delegation Visits Armenia

WASHINGTON — A leadership delega-
tion of the Armenian Assembly of Amer-
ica visiting Yerevan, Armenia, earlier this
month conducted a round of meetings that
included officials from the governments of
Armenia, U.S. and France, as well as dis-
cussions with the Catholicos of All Arme-

actions and the prospects of a “peace trea-
ty,” among other issues.

In its meetings, the Assembly delegation,
consisting of Co-Chair Anthony Barsamian,
Co-Chair Van Krikorian, President Caro-
Iyn Mugar, and Executive Director Bryan
Ardouny, focused on the need for new ap-

Assembly Co-Chair Anthony Barsamian and his wife Nancy Barsamian, former
chief advisor to the late Israeli President Simon Peres Nadav Tamir, Karekin I,
Catholicos of All Armenians, Assembly President Carolyn Mugar, Assembly Co-
Chair Van Krikorian, and Assembly Executive Director Bryan Ardouny

nians, the leadership of Artsakh, the United
Nations, opposition, civil society and NGO
groups. The wide-ranging meetings covered
a myriad of topics from assistance for the
Artsakh refugees and their right of return, to
greater U.S. assistance and Armenia’s secu-
rity, as well as Azerbaijan’s ongoing hostile

proaches in the face of continuing threats
of genocide. The Assembly reiterated its
long-standing non-partisan policy that it
supports democracy for Armenia? and Na-
gorno-Karabakh, but does not interfere in
the internal affairs of Armenia, applying the
principle that diaspora politics ought not be

brought to Armenia, and that Armenian pol-
itics ought not be brought to the diaspora.

The Assembly also hosted Nadav Tamir,
former chief advisor to the late Israeli Pres-
ident Simon Peres. After his visit to Tsit-
sernakaberd, Tamir stated on X (formerly
Twitter): “l am so ashamed that my country
doesn’t recognize the Armenian Genocide.
Visiting the memorial for the Genocide in
Yerevan Armenia, reading the conclusion of
Hitler that the world didn’t care, how can
we, the victims of the holocaust ignore the
Armenian one?!?!”

During the visit, the Assembly also held
a memorial service for Regional Director
Arpi Vartanian, long-time Board Member
and founder Robert A. Kaloosdian, and
Anthony Barsamian, Sr, a World War I
veteran and father of Co-Chair Anthony
Barsamian.

In addition, the Assembly held a special
dedication in honor of and in memory of
Arpi Vartanian - who represented the best of
America and Armenia in her service there
since 1994 - its office in Yerevan, just off
Republic Square, where they dedicated the
office in Arpi’s name with an inscription that
read: “For her decades of service through
the Armenian Assembly of America, her
lifelong commitment to the betterment of
Armenians everywhere, her courage in
sharing the numerous challenges faced by
the people of Armenia and Artsakh, born
and raised in the United States, resettled in

Armenia in 1994, we respectfully dedicate
this historic office to the spirit and memory
of Arpi Vartanian.”

The standing-room only event was at-
tended by representatives of the Armenian
and U.S. governments, U.S. Ambassador to
Armenia Kristina Kvien, USAID Director
John Allelo, and USAID Armenia Director
Jeff Paretchan, former foreign ministers
Raffi Hovannisian (also a former Assem-
bly Regional Director in Armenia), and
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan, foreign ministers of
Artsakh Masis Mailyan, Karen Mirzoyan,
and Sergey Ghazaryan, High Commission-
er of Diaspora Affairs of Armenia Zareh
Sinanyan, France’s Deputy Head of Mission
Christophe Katsahian, Stepan Demirchyan
and his wife Tamara, former Board Member
Raffi Kasarjian and his wife Lucine, repre-
sentatives from the Armenian Tree Project,
and more.

Remarks were given by Assembly Co-
Chair Van Krikorian, Executive Director
Bryan Ardouny, and U.S. Ambassador to
Armenia Kristina Kvien, who praised Ar-
pi’s dedication and passion. Arpi’s brother,
Sevag Vartanian, who was presented with
the flags of Armenia, Artsakh, and America
that were flown from the historic balcony
outside of Arpi’s office where Armenia’s
independence was declared in 1918, also
provided heartfelt remarks.

“As our family mourns Arpi’s loss, let us
celebrate her life as an inspiration to all di-
asporan Armenians,” said Sevag Vartanian.
”’She returned to our homeland 30 years ago,
and worked tirelessly for the betterment of
Armenia and Artsakh.”
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The Many
Forms of
Storytelling

By Christopher Atamian
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

YEREVAN — It would seem that
as time goes by, as many urge Arme-
nians to forget their past, an almost
iron-willed determination makes
them want to hold on to it ever more
dearly and delve into their rich, if
sometimes tragic, history. At least
such is the case with Armenians born
into the far-flung global diaspora.

On June 18, Yerevan communica-
tions professional, creative guru and
board member of Hakawati NGO
Raffi Niziblian — born in Jordan but
a resident of Armenia since 2003 —
organized an evocative event that cen-
tered around the fascinating work of
two remarkable women, Riyadh-born
writer Micheline Aharonian Marcom
and Syrian-Armenian  actor/writ-
er, multimedia artist and founder of
Hakawati NGO Sona Tatoyan. Titled
“The Many Forms of Storytelling,”
the event was moderated by another
intellectual titan, translator and Arme-
nian University of America (AUA)
professor Dr. Shushan Avagyan, the
author of the experimental novels
Girg-anvernagir [A Book, Untitled,
2006] and Zarubyani kanayq [The
Women of Zarubyan Street, 2014].
It was also hard not to notice what a
physically striking quartet these four
remarkable people made, as they held
a packed audience of 40 or so people
mesmerized in the AUA student gal-
lery for well over an hour.

Aharonian Marcom, who has au-
thored eight books, read from Three
Apples Fell from Heaven, the first in
a trilogy of books that she has written
about the Armenian Genocide and its
aftermath in the 20th century. Mar-
com — whose partially experimen-
tal writing follows in the tradition
of greats such as Joyce, Faulkner,
and Virginia Woolf — has received
fellowships and awards from the
Lannan Foundation, the Whiting
Foundation, and the U.S. Artists’
Foundation and was a 2022 finalist
for the Neustadt International Prize
for Literature. Three Apples Fell
from Heaven was a New York Times
Notable Book and runner-up for the
PEN/Hemingway Award for First
Fiction, while her second novel, The
Daydreaming Boy, won the PEN/
USA Award for Fiction.

Aharonian Marcom teared up when
talking about the remarkable fact that
she was reading with her back to ma-
jestic Mount Ararat. She humorously
referred to fact that she used a thesau-
rus while writing Three Apples Fell
from Heaven while still in her twen-
ties, but whatever the source of the
rich vocabulary employed, its power-
ful result is evident in sentences and
expressions such as “rumor is a men-
dacious tatterdemalion.”

When discussing Aharonian Mar-
com’s work, Tatoyan explained: “I
discovered Three Apples Fell from
Heaven while | was here in Yerevan

see STORYTELLING, page 16

Garry Sevoyan on stage

Garry Sevoyan

Life in Ballet in Extreme Conditions

YEREVAN-ODESSA, Ukraine — Ballet
dancer and choreographer, Honored Artist of
Ukraine Garry Sevoyan (born in 1968) gradu-
ated from the Baku Choreographic School in 1986 and was accepted to the Baku
Academic Opera and Ballet Theater as a dancer. Since 1989 he has worked at the
Yerevan Academic Opera and Ballet Theater. In 1992-1993 he was a leading ballet
dancer at the Kharkov Academic Opera and Ballet Theater. In 1999, he danced at
the Odessa Opera and Ballet Theater as a leading soloist. Among his roles were
Albert (“Giselle”), Solor (“La Bayadere”), Basil and Espada (“Don Quixote”),
Young Man (“Paquita,” “Chopiniana”), Mephistopheles (“Walpurgis Night”), etc.
In parallel with his work in the theater he studied at the Faculty of Choreography
of the International Slavic University in Kharkov, specializing in ballet directing,
teaching of choreographic disciplines.” Since 2014 he has been the head of the
ballet company of Odessa Opera and Ballet Theater. In 2023 he graduated from
the postgraduate program of the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv. He has
directed a number of performances, as well as written articles in academic publi-
cations. Since 2019 he has taught at the Ushynsky South Ukrainian Pedagogical
University. Sevoyan is a member of the National Choreographic Union of Ukraine
and the Expert Council of the Ukrainian Cultural Foundation.

By Artsvi Bakhchinyan
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

Garry, you have long been based in Odessa. What is artistic life in general
like today in war-time Odessa?

It is actually very difficult. It is difficult to organize the working process; it is
difficult to prepare new performances. I schedule the work of the ballet company
by the minute. We have only one big ballet hall. When the air-raid sirens go off,

the work stops, and the whole schedule

is thrown off. You have to coordinate the

ballet company in real time. During per-

formances, it is even more difficult; I need

to be present before the end of any perfor-

mance so that in the event of an alarm |

can quickly decide how to continue the

performance, what can be cut without

losing the context of the performance and

have time to finish the performance before

curfew. | am not talking about myself,

whose workday lasts up to 12 hours, but

the performers! During the time of anxi-

ety, their muscles cool down. You have to

warm up again and again to avoid injury. It

is a traumatizing profession even in peace-

time, let alone today. In addition, there is

a huge psychological and moral pressure. Even if the bombardment takes place at
the other end of the city, the hall shakes terribly. Just imagine when it is near. Both
buildings where my mom and | live were affected one day. A drone was shot down
next to the building. I woke up at night, my feet were bloody, the building’s up in
see SEVOYAN, page 14

REVIEW:

The Armenian
Popular Will
Triumphed

By Aaron Keebaugh

BOSTON (Boston Musical Intel-
ligencer) — Researching the life of
Aram Khachaturian calls for one to
gaze into the cracks of a fractured
legacy. Born in the Caucasus, the
composer embraced the ideology of
the Soviet Union with unapologet-
ic vigor. Indeed, most of his works
provided the very model for socialist
realism: they are tuneful, saturated
in the sounds of folk music, yet con-
sistently bent towards a triumphant
finish that, more than his contempo-
raries Sergei Prokofiev and Dmitri
Shostakovich (the May Day Sym-
phony excepted), symbolized the tri-
umph of populist will.

Yet even during his lifetime,
Khachaturian leaned heavily on his
Armenian heritage in crafting some
of his most beloved pieces. The Ar-
menian people continued to return
the affection, even after the fall of the
Soviet Union, by elevating him into a
figure that, paradoxically, symbolizes
Armenian independence.

That spirit of nationalistic fervor
set the tone for the Armenian State

Conductor Sergey Smbatyan
(Jirair Hovsepian photo)

Symphony Orchestra’s visit to Sym-
phony Hall on June 26 as part of the
ensemble’s first U.S. concert tour.
With an all-Khachaturian program
in tow — music seldom heard in
Boston — the orchestra treated us
to a rip-roaring good time, as did the
Armenian National Symphony in its
Khachaturian-plus concert at Sym-
phony Hall last November.

This is an orchestra that can turn
up the heat and have fun while doing
it. Sergey Smbatyan the orchestra’s
founder, artistic director and princi-
pal conductor didn’t so much lead as
simply lay back and manage his con-
siderable forces. The strings played
with a bright, biting tone that pierced
through the powerful waves of the
woodwinds and brass. But the seis-
mic urgency rarely resulted in an un-
balanced sound. If one wanted a little
more plushness to their approach in
Khachaturian’s languid moments, the
sheer vitality of this performance at
least made you sit up and listen care-
fully.

see SYMPHONY, page 17
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SAVOYAN, from page 13

smoke. All the windows were shattered.
| went to my mom’s apartment, and there
was a rocket hitting the mall. Even the in-
terior doors were split in half. | had to treat
my dog for a month. The dog still hears the
alarm signal and immediately runs to the
restroom....

I wish this terrible war would end as
soon as possible and you return to a nor-
mal working routine.

During this time there have been many
premieres and tours. The performances con-
tinue despite the quarantine, lockdown and
war. A lot of people have left, the repertoire
has become very poor. We are working on
new projects, but everything needs time and
human resources. In order to lead a large

team, each of whom is a personality, you
have to set an example. You have to be a
personality. There are different leaders who
keep the team in fear. | believe that it is nec-
essary to remain a decent person. | am sure
it is also possible. In any case, | have been
managing for more than 10 years.

Garry, you performed the role of
princes in the classical repertoire. How
do you prepare for it?

Of course. To be a prince on stage, you
have to absorb the character. It started in
Yerevan, when I was first danced the role
of Albert in “Giselle.” Preparation for the
role began not in the theater, but at home. |
was getting into the character of the prince.
But | managed to do it easily, | have the
blood of nakharars (a hereditary title of the
highest order given to houses of the ancient
and medieval Armenian nobility — A. B.)
on my mother’s side.

Yes, I met your parents, Vladimir and
Julieta Sevoyans (God rest their souls!) a
couple of times in Yerevan, and I remem-
ber your mother told me about your
ancestors. It will be interesting to learn
more on this.

Dad was born in Thilisi. My grandfather,
Nikolai Javadovich Sevoyan, was a military
man, a lieutenant colonel in the legendary
11th Army, which defended Transcaucasia.
Once he was even the Minister of Justice

7.
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of the Nakhichevan Autonomous Repub-
lic. At that time, Heydar Aliyev, who later
became the First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Party and later the first
president of Azerbaijan, was my grand-
father’s counselor. Then my grandfather
moved to Baku. He even had a memorial
plaque on the alley of honor in Baku. Dad’s
mom, Asya Gevorkova, died young when
my father was 11 years old. Everyone in
her line is in Yerevan. When the massacres
of Armenians started in Baku, we went to
our relatives in Yerevan, my grandmother’s
sisters lived there. All of them reached a
high level in society. One of them was the
chief judge of Yerevan, then a prosecutor,
her brother was the chairman of the Union
of Theater Workers, while his aunt, Silva
Mekinyan, was the former director of the

Opera theater and for a long time the dep-
uty minister of culture of Armenia. But |
did not use the connections, nobody knew
about it. | think Silva herself was not aware
that we were relatives.

On my mom’s side, my roots are from
Great Armenia and Artsakh. My mom’s
dad was Ashot Hayrapetovich Manukov
(formerly Manukyan), my mom’s mom
is Isabella Grigorievna Bagdasarova. On
her line my ancestors were priests. Once
the building where we lived in Baku be-
longed to my grandmother’s family, there
are notes of noble blood. By the way, there
was an interesting story in Yerevan. My
mother was at the closed market (Shooka)
on Mashtots Avenue and there she met an
Armenian woman from Baku. She said that
she was Garry Kasparov’s aunt. Then, as
usual, they started to look for common ac-
quaintances, and the woman listed her rel-
atives and asked if mom knows her great-
aunts Susanna and Yevgenia Bagdasarovas
(the latter was a military doctor, reached
Berlin during the World War 1l and was a
very famous gynecologist in Baku). My
mom answered: of course, they are my
aunts! It turned out that they are third cous-
ins with mom, thus, me and Garry Kaspar-
ov are fourth cousins!

My grandfather’s side has noble blood,
too, going back, as | said, to the nakharars.
By the way, my mother told me that Aram
Manukyan, the Prime Minister of the first

Armenian Republic, is our ancestor. | saw a
book about great Armenians with his photo
therein, and | have a photo of myself per-
forming in the opera “Anush” — it is one
and the same with that of Aram Manuk-
yan’s! My mother also said that the house
opposite the former Children’s World
on Abovyan Street used to belong to her
grandfather.

Garry, please relate how you managed
to escape during the Armenian pogroms
in Baku.

We escaped twice. The first time, two
families, us and my father’s brother. We
traveled via Moscow; the Baku-Yerevan
train was being stoned constantly. In Mos-
cow, representatives of the Armenian com-
munity came up to us at the train station
and offered to help us with resettlement
and employment. Dad refused, saying that
we were going to our relatives in Yerevan.
On the way, the train was 12 hours late. As
we approached Thilisi, we heard on Voice
of America that there had been an earth-
quake in Armenia. Almost 90 percent of
the passengers got off the train in Thilisi
and were sent home to the disaster zone
by airplanes. The train was unmarked and
sent through Azerbaijan to Yerevan. It was
a terrible journey. We were the only ones in
the car, the train was stopped at every sta-
tion: a truck or something else blocked the
tracks. The train was stormed and stoned
at the stops. When 1 called my classmate
and childhood friend Yasha Vartanov from
Yerevan, he sounded as if he had heard a
ghost. He thought I was killed.

Two months after our arrival we were
sent back as they said: “Go back, every-
thing calmed down.” After we came back,
it started again. With Yasha Vartanov we
were in the theater when an angry mob
invaded the theater and demanded to hand
over the Armenians working there. They
were told that there are no Armenians in the
theater, and Yasha and | left the theater late
at night through another exit, and after that
| never returned to the theater.

My parents didn’t take anything with
them like the first time: this time they
thought they would go again for a couple
of months. My uncle didn’t want to go to
Yerevan anymore. It was very difficult for
him to leave for the second time, he was
beaten with sticks. He applied for perma-
nent residence in America and has been
living there since 1991.

It is known that there were also Arme-
nians among the founders of ballet art
of Azerbaijan. Who do you remember
from them?

Well, firstly, one of the founders of the
opera house was an oil magnate, Armenian
Mailov (Mailyan). You probably know the
legend of its creation: Daniil Mailov bet
a friend that he would build the theater in
11 months, in time for the next visit of a
Russian opera diva. He sponsored the con-
struction of the opera house, which was
popularly called Mailovsky.

Then there were many Armenians in the
theater that | caught. First of all, Lev Va-
ganovich Avakov-Leonov, the founder of
the ballet studio at the House of Officers.
All the dancers went through his studio;
they even starred in the children’s musical
movie “The Lion Left Home.” Lev Va-
ganovich was the head of the ballet troupe
and assistant director. He devoted his
whole life to the development of the art of
Azerbaijan. When | came to the theater, he
was over 80, but was practicing periodical-
ly. When the tragic events began, he disap-
peared, then he was found murdered.

Another talented dancer and teacher
was Volodya Pletnev. Despite his Russian
name, he had a good command of his na-
tive Armenian language. He brought up a
whole constellation of soloists. | could talk
about him for a long time, we were friends.
He passed away early, unable to withstand
the theater intrigues. He was just over 40.

A very talented artist Rafik Grigoryan
was a leading soloist of the theater. When |
joined the theater, he was no longer work-
ing. Then being already in Odessa, | came
across a video recording of the perfor-
mance “1001 Nights,” where Rafik Grig-
oryan dances, but in the credits, there is
another surname (I think - Grigoriev), and
instead of the name of another Armenian
dancer, Pavlik Mikayelyan, it is written
Radik Zakirov. They are trying to erase the
memory of us.

The mentioned Yasha (Yakov) Vartanov
later settled in Israel. We lost contact with
him for a long time. We found each other in
1995. Since then he came to Odessa to visit
me several times.

Stella Chernova (maiden name Mkrt-
chyan), a graduate of Baku dance school,
also performed in Baku, and since 1993 she
worked for us in Odessa. By the way, she
was my partner in “Carmen Suite.”

There were also other Armenians among
dancers and ballerinas, with not Armenian
surnames....

Unfortunately, you did not work in Ar-
menian ballet in its best times. Neverthe-
less, did these years give you something
and what are your memories of working
with Armenian artists?

| worked in Yerevan for almost seven
years. To say that times were difficult is not
to say anything. | have partly talked about
this in previous answers. But my first pre-
mieres in leading roles were in Yerevan. |
am very grateful to my teacher Hovhannes
Divanyan, who not only prepared the roles
with me, but also showed me by his per-
sonal example what an artist should be - in-
telligent, noble, decent. We are still friends.
I don’t want to remember bad things. | am
now a citizen of Armenia. It is funny: af-
ter living so many years in Yerevan, | did
not get citizenship, | had a Soviet passport,
I was a refugee. And now I got it in two
months. Before that | had to leave, become
an honored artist of Ukraine, for 15 years
to be almost the only leading actor of the
Odessa Opera Theater, to become a bal-
let director, to stage seven performances,
including “Masquerade” to the music of
Khachaturian, to receive an award from the
Union of Armenians of Ukraine for popu-
larization of Armenian culture. It is rightly
said that no prophet is accepted in his own
country.

My daughter Victoria Sevoyan, now a
leading ballerina of the Chuvash State Op-
era and Ballet Theater in Cheboksary, was
born in Yerevan, at Margaryan hospital. We
lived then at my parents’ place on Sverdlov
Street, there was electricity there. Then we
lived in the opera house, the first six months
- in the dressing room. In August 2022, on
the day of mom’s death, 12 hours before,
my daughter gave birth to my grandson: he
is one year and 20 months old now. We did
not tell Vika for a long time that grandma
had died. Unfortunately, because of the
war, | still haven’t seen my grandson. And
I saw my daughter three years ago, when |
traveled 2500 kilometers by car to attend
her wedding.

I wish Victoria good luck and that the
war ends soon and you can travel to each
other. And to Armenia too...
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Vartanian Datian

ltalian Chickpea Fritters with Veggies (Photos courtesy Coley Cooks)

Italian Chickpea Fritters
With Veggies

Welcome to Coley Cooks. Enjoy hundreds of time-tested, authentic recipes
created by the very talented Nicole Gaffney, a former private chef who is inspired
by her Italian family and their seasonal coastal lifestyle. “My food philosophy is
simple: cook seasonally, use the best ingredients and practice good technique. |
was raised in a family of Sicilian commercial fishermen and my recipes reflect
that tradition.”

Chickpeas are naturally gluten-free, including both the canned and dry vari-
eties. And they are high in protein, fiber, folate, iron and phosphorus. Known as
ceci beans, Indian peas, bengal grams, chana, kadale kaalu, sanaga pappu, and
shimbra, over 12.1 million tons of chickpeas were produced in 2016. There are
several varieties of chickpea, and an excess of uses for them around the world. A
key ingredient in Mediterranean and Middle Eastern cuisines, chickpeas are used

in hummus, and, when ground into
flour, falafel. They are also im-
portant in Indian cuisine, used in
salads, soups, stews, and curry, in
chana masala, and in other meal
products. “In 2020, India produced
a chickpea volume of over 11 mil-
lion metric tons. For comparison,
worldwide production of chick-
peas amounted to roughly 15 mil-
lion metric tons that same year.”*
“Trailing behind India, Turkey
is the second highest producer
of chickpeas, vyielding roughly
630,000 metric tons of the legume.
Pakistan and Myanmar follow in
third and fourth places, respec-
tively (via Statista). Chickpea pro-
duction is truly a global affair. Yet,
according to Reuters, the world
should brace itself for a chickpea
shortage. Global supply can’t keep
up with demand, thanks to the Russia-Ukraine conflict and weather disasters that
have impacted crop production. The global chickpea supply is predicted to de-
cline by up to 20%, while prices of the legume may soon skyrocket.”

“Remains of chickpeas from the Middle East have been found that are roughly
7,500 years old,” says food blogger Tori Avey. “These remains were found in the
aceramic levels of Jericho and Cayoni, Turkey, meaning that humans had been

cultivating chickpeas since before they could produce pottery. Other samples have
been found in Neolithic pottery in Hacilar, Turkey, and appear throughout history
in Greece, France, and other areas of Europe. They begin to appear in literature
around 800 AD with Charlemagne’s Capitulare de villis. In that text, Charlemagne
describes how chickpeas were grown in each imperial demesne, or area of a manor
controlled by a lord. Chickpeas are later mentioned by Albert Magnus in three dif-
ferent colors, and by English botanist, herbalist, physician and astrologer Nicholas
Culpeper as less ‘windy’ than peas and more nourishing.”**

“This recipe uses chickpea flour and vegetables for a crispy, salty snack that hap-
pens to be vegan and gluten-free. They’re easy to make and always a crowd pleaser
— even for kids. The fritters are made from a thick batter consisting of chickpea
flour and water,” says Nicole. “They’re similar to Panelle (Sicilian chickpea fritters),
a typical Sicilian street food. These crispy bites are exceptionally delicious served in
a panino or drizzled with fresh lemon juice.*** Traditionally they’re fried in olive
oil, which gives them a deep, rich flavor. You can keep them plain, as you’ll usually
find them in Italy, or you can embellish them with different herbs, spices and flavor-
ings.”

INGREDIENTS:
1/2 small red onion, minced
1 medium carrot, grated
2 cups fresh spinach, finely chopped
1 tablespoon fresh rosemary, minced
2 cups chickpea flour
3 cups water
1 tablespoon kosher salt, plus more for sprinkling
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil, plus more for frying

PREPARATION:

Rub the bottom of a 9x13-inch baking dish with olive oil. Combine the onion, car-
rot, spinach, rosemary, chickpea flour, water, salt, and olive oil in a medium sauce-
pan and whisk until no lumps remain.

Place the pot over medium heat and continue to whisk until mixture starts to be-
come thick. Swap out the whisk for a rubber spatula and continue stirring until the
mixture is very thick, about 8-10 minutes.

Pour the mixture into the prepared baking dish, then spread it out into an even
thickness. Work quickly, as the mixture will start to seize up and become hard to
spread. Transfer the baking dish to the refrigerator until the mixture is totally cooled
and solidified, about 2 hours.

Remove from the refrigerator, invert it on to a cutting board and slice into what-
ever shape that is desired.

Heat about 1/2-1 inch of olive oil in a large sauté pan over medium high heat (cast
iron works best). Place several pieces in the pan, but be careful not to overcrowd it.
Fry until golden brown, then flip and cook until browned on the other side. Remove
the fritters and place them on paper towels to drain, then sprinkle with kosher salt
while they are still hot. Repeat with the remaining fritters and serve immediately.

Note: Chickpea flour is available in most grocery stores. It is usually found in the
same section as dried packaged legumes, such as chickpeas and other beans. It is also
available in the ethnic food section of your grocery store or Middle Eastern market.
Leftovers can be stored in an airtight container in the refrigerator and then be reheat-
ed in a 400°F oven for 10-15 minutes.

The Chef’s Kitchen provides tips and techniques from the country’s most exclusive
restaurants. The show is dynamic in its production and entertaining in its content. They
feature award-winning chefs, notable bakers and the world’s most learned sommeliers.
Every episode showcases one of the nation’s top culinary talents; they share their basic
disciplines with our audience resulting in techniques that are original and informative.
For individuals who enjoy the art of cooking this natural sharing of knowledge and
creativity is very appealing. See Episode #7 Chefs Uncut: Chef/Host Nicole Gaffney
at:  https://chefskitchen.tv/chefs-uncut-podcast/episode-7-chefs-uncut-chefhost-n
icole-gaffney

For this recipe, go to: https://coleycooks.com/chick-pea-fritters/

For Nicole’s Crispy Chick Peas recipe, go to: https://coleycooks.com/
crispy-chickpeas/

For more recipes, go to: https://coleycooks.com/recipe-index/

Connect at:

https://www.facebook.com/ColeyCooks/

https://www.instagram.com/coleycooks/

https://www.pinterest.com/ColeyCooks/

https://twitter.com/Coleycooks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIJRXsvWyyquM3ZYcN_xbBNQ
https://coleycooks.com/subscribe/

References:

*https://www.tastingtable.com/974845/this-country-produces-the-most-chick-
peas **https://toriavey.com/the-history-science-and-uses-of-chickpeas/

*** https://www.mangiabedda.com/panelle-sicilian-chickpea-fritters/

See:

“The Domestication History of Chickpeas, Who First Cultivated the Tasty
Garbanzo Bean--and Can We Buy Them Dinner?” at: https://www.thoughtco.com/
the-domestication-history-of-chickpeas-170654

“Chickpeas (Garbanzo Beans)” at:

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/nutritionsource/food-features/chickpeas-garbanz
0-beans/#:~:text=Chickpeas%20appear%20in%20early%20recordings,nutri-
tious%20s
taple%200f%20many%20diets
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Adjemian’s book The Brass Band of the
King: Armenians in Ethiopia is Published

LONDON/NEW YORK — I. B.Tauris, an imprint of
Bloomsbury Publishing, has announced the publication of
Dr. Boris Adjemian’s book The Brass Band of the King:
Armenians in Ethiopia. The book is part of the series Ar-
menians in the Modern and Early Modern World edited
by Bedross Der Matossian (University of Nebraska, Lin-
coln).

In 1924, the crown prince and future emperor of Ethi-
opia, Ras Taféari, on a visit to Jerusalem, called on 40
Armenian orphans who had survived the genocide of
1915-1916 to form his empire’s royal brass band. The
conductor, who was also Armenian, composed the first
official anthem of the Ethiopian state.

Drawing on this highly symbolic event, and following
the history of the small Armenian community in Ethiopia,
in this book Boris Adjemian shows how it operated on
the margins of political society, hiding in its interstices,
preferring intimacy and discreet loyalty to the glitter of
open politics. The astonishing role of the Armenians in
their host country was embodied in the friendship that the
kings and queens of Ethiopia extended to them, a theme
that is echoed in the life stories collected from their de-
scendants.

Boris Adjemian (Walid Aissaoui photo)

Bringing to light the political and cultural importance
of acommunity that has long been ignored and has almost
vanished, this study draws on the collective memory of
Armenian immigration and the centuries-long history of
proximity between the Armenian and Ethiopian Church-
es. The author argues for a sedentary approach to the di-
aspora, for a socio-history of this collective rootedness,
which dates back to the 19th century and builds on his-
torical representations of otherness from the early mod-
ern period up to the colonial era. Highlighting stateless
immigrants halfway between the national and the foreign,
this history reveals the agency of stateless immigrants and
their descendants, their ability to play with identities and
undermine assigned belongings.

The Brass Band of the King is an original exploration of
the social making of nationhood and foreignness in Africa
and elsewhere.

Adjemian commented on the book saying: “I am de-
lighted that my book on the history of the Armenians in
Ethiopia, published in France in 2013 after field research
that began in 1997, has been published in English. Thanks
to the admirable translation by M. G. Goshgarian, this text
is enjoying a second life and will finally be accessible to
many readers in Ethiopia, North America and elsewhere,
including many Ethiopian-Armenian families. The story
of this small community in Ethiopia is by far the most
original I have come across in the Armenian diaspora and
diaspora literature. | hope that readers will be drawn in,
as | was, by the epic dimension of this story, teeming with
characters and anecdotes that are both improbable and de-
lightful, and that say much about the making of collective
identities and the way in which the history of peoples and
nation-states is written.”

“This is a fascinating study of a unique diasporic com-
munity which began by orphans of the Armenian Geno-
cide from Jerusalem,” said Der Matossian, the editor of
the series. “Through using theories of collective memory
and diaspora studies with in-depth historical research,
Adjemian has successfully weaved together the sophis-
ticated history of the Armenian community of Ethiopia.
This book is a major contribution to our understanding
of the formation of the Armenian Diaspora communities

in the post-genocide period. The book will have a sig-

nificant impact on Armenian Diaspora Studies and other

Diasporic communities around the globe,” he concluded.
Reviews

Vahé Tachjian, Chief Editor, Houshamadyan, Germa-
ny: “This magnificent work is now available in an excel-
lent English translation. Boris Adjemian’s engaging and
comprehensive book on EthiopianArmenians offers a
captivating exploration into the emergence and develop-
ment of diasporic communities, accompanied by a rich
theoretical debate. It is a work that excels in both depth
and innovation.”

Khachig Tolélyan, Professor, Wesleyan University,
US: “I knew Edward Said well for decades... | won’t hes-
itate to say that he would have particularly applauded the
exploration of Orientalism in Boris’s book.”

Boris Adjemian is the director of the AGBU Nubar Li-
brary, France. He holds a PhD in history from Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), France,
and Universita degli Studi di Napoli “L’Orientale”, Italy.
He is the coeditor of the academic journal Etudes arméni-
ennes contemporaines.

Copies of The Brass Band of the King: Armenians in
Ethiopia are available for purchase from the Bloomsbury
Press website. Enter code GLR AT8 at the checkout on
bloomsbury.com for 35% off!

The Many Forms of Storytelling

STORYTELLING, from page 13

in 2001. To be sitting at AUA in front of
Mt. Ararat with Micheline is a very surreal
moment. Finding the right adaptation for
that novel has led me on a journey of exca-
vation all over the Middle East— from the
killing fields of the Der Zor Desert, to my
family’s ancestral villages in modern day
Turkey. All of this has inspired my pieces
“Azad Storytelling” and the multimedia
show “Azad (the rabbit and the wolf)” that
is now in development. Both works | re-
fer to as a quantum collaboration with my
great-great grandfather, Abkar Knadjian,
an intergenerational healing journey across
space time. To face the darkness and there-
fore become azad... free.”

A first-generation American, Tatoyan di-
vides her time between Los Angeles, Alep-
po, and Yerevan. An accomplished stage
artist, Tatoyan was featured in the world
premieres of José Rivera’s “Brainpeople”
at the American Conservatory Theater,
“Massacre (Sing to your Children)” at the
Goodman Theater, and “Boleros for the
Disenchanted” at Yale Repertory Theater.
She acted in her first feature film, starring
in “The Journey” (2002), the first indepen-
dent American film ever shot in Armenia.
In 2021, alongside Isaac Saboohi, Tatoyan

co-created the event 1001 Nights, a cele-
bration of Middle Eastern music, move-
ment, storytelling, and food in LA in 2021.
It will be produced by Hakawati NGO
later this month in Armenia, for the first
time. The mission of this NGO is healing
through storytelling. It integrates the work
of professional artists, spiritual teachers,
innovators, scientists, and therapists with a
commitment to transform trauma through
authentic storytelling.

Tatoyan created “Azad Storytelling,” a
Middle Eastern hakawati [hakawati simply
means storyteller in Arabic] oral storytell-
ing performance about the discovery of her
great-great grandfather’s Karag6z puppets
in the attic of her family home in Aleppo
during the Syrian war. The genesis of the
piece was a storytelling talk she delivered
at the Hrant Dink lecture at CMES at Har-
vard University. “Azad Storytelling” gave
birth to another iteration and work entitled
“Azad (the rabbit and the wolf),” being
produced by actor Bill Pullman, aand the
recipient of several prestigious residencies/
workshops over the last year: the Vineyard
Theater in NYC, University of Connecti-
cut Global Affairs Digital Media residen-
cy, Harvard artlab and most recently Wake
Forest University Character and Leader-

ship Guest Artist Residency.

At AUA, Tatoyan explained the origins
of this ancient form of performance and the
Karag6z shadow puppetry that precedes
cinema. In Karagdz puppeteering, all the
roles are performed by one performer who
manipulates beautifully painted leather
puppets with sticks. Tatoyan relayed her
own great-great grandfather’s role as one
such hakawati storyteller who performed
in Turkish and from the mystical Urfa, the
city of Moses and Abraham, where Turks,
Armenians, Kurds, and Assyrians all coex-
isted for centuries.

Akbar the storyteller, Tatoyan explained,
was “an alchemist of the imagination,” in a
form of puppetry where the puppets could
say many things that Abkar could not open-
ly express in society. During the Armenian
Genocide, Tatoyan’s great-great grand-
father fled to Aleppo, “a major trading
outpost on the Old Silk Road,” where he
once again performed his Karag6z shows,
to alleviate the suffering of his listeners,
many of them fellow genocide survivors.
Then one day not long ago while in Alep-
po, Tatoyan found a truly wondrous trea-
sure in her grandmother’s house: a trunkful
of some 180 Karag6z puppets which had
remained unused for 100 years. As Tatoy-
an skillfully explains, these puppets held
within them “four-generations-worth of
memories.”

On June 30, Tatoyan presented “Azad
Storytelling” as a part of the 1001 Nights
Experience in one of Yerevan’s beautiful
neighborhoods known as Vahakni, run by
New Jersey repats Shant and Nina Hovna-
nian. Produced by the Armenia branch of
Hakawati NGO where Niziblian himself
produces the event, Tatoyan and co-creator
of 1001 Nights Saboohi have gathered an
international group of star performers who
include Iranian DJ Seventh Soul and a
quintet of Armenians made up of oud play-
er Meri Shushanyan, percussionist Vartan
Duvendjian, singer Anna Sara Poghosyan,
master duduk player Harutyun Chkolyan
and Persian meditation producer Benyam-
in Amlashi.

In the end, the one hundred and eighty
pristine Karagdz shadow puppets that
Tatoyan uncovered were just one more
example of the Armenian past making its
way into the future, activated once again
by a new generation of storytellers. How
long will they live on? The answer may
very well be: for as long as storytellers like
Avagyan, Aharonian Marcom and Tatoyan
continue to carry on their precious and mil-
lennial traditions forward.

Read Aharonian Marcom’s book: www.
michelinemarcom.com/three-apples. Learn
more about the Hakawati organization:
www.hakawati.org. Contact Sona Tatoyan:
@sonatatoyan.
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A Symphonic Triumph in Boston

SYMPHONY, from page 13

The familiar Violin Concerto generat-
ed such edge-of-the-seat panache from
the onset. Sergey Khachatryan, the ma-
jor-prize-winning soloist, made easy work
of the bustling lines and zipping scales.
Through it all, his tone cut against the or-
chestral forces, at times even brusquely.
Only in his upper register did his tones tip
towards lightness.

But Khachatryan could whisper just as
fervently as he roared. His duet with the
solo clarinet at the close of the first move-
ment coiled in faint echoes. In the second
movement, he channeled silvery distance,
milking the Andante, along with Sm-
batyan, of all its marked sostenuto.

The conductor took enough liberties to
let the ensemble express its accompany-
ing lines with soulful zeal. Gentle rubatos,
managed in ideal tandem between Sm-
batyan and the soloist, also lent palpable
vigor. Everything charged forth with fren-
zied exuberance in the finale that brought
the audience to its feet, inducing the vio-

and the lyrical passages, when played well,
can swagger gleefully.

The Armenian band revealed all the
pent-up excitement that these scores com-
prise. Dance of the Rose Maidens from
“Gayaneh” ebbed and flowed limpid-
ly. So too did the Lullaby, where a solo
oboe wept gently against the shimmering
strings. Aysheh’s Dance brooded gently in
complement.

The Introduction and Dance of the
Nymphs from “Spartacus” simply danced.
Smbatyan drew a sweeping intensity from
Scene and Dance with Crotalums, where
the cellos sang in earnest against the fiery
orchestral passages. The Variation of Ae-
gina and Bacchanalia whirled violently
from its hammered accents. The Adagio
of Spartacus and Phrygia built the tension
like lapping waves before culminating in
the triumphs of Dance of Gaditanae and
Victory of Spartacus.

A brief opener in Triumphal Poem
set the evening in motion by reveling in
Khachaturian’s feel for effortless grandeur.

The Armenian State Symphony led by Sergey Smbatyan (Jirair Hovsepian photo)

linist to encore with the exquisitely high-
placed, supernally quiet Apricot Tree by
the Armenian monk Komitas.

Selections from Khachaturian’s popular
ballets, “Gayaneh” and “Spartacus,” filled
out the rest of this program. It’s a wonder
why these works aren’t performed more
frequently in Boston, at least outside of
pops-style concerts. For they showcase
the orchestra in all its splendor; folk-like
themes capture the verve of a village band,

Hooked from the start, the enthusiasts even
began clapping before the music ended.

Smbatyan and the orchestra rewarded
their enthusiasm with three Khachaturian
encores, all played with zest and, above
all, a feel for their sheer fun: the Waltz
from Masquerade, the evergreen Saber
Dance, and Lezginka, in which Smbatyan
made a theatrical departure from the po-
dium to allow the players to revel in their
conductorless chops.

Violinist Sergey Khachatryan performs with the Armenian State Symphony led by
Sergey Smbatyan (Jirair Hovsepian photo)

CALENDAR

OF EVENTS & PROGRAMS

MAINE

JULY 28 — The fourth annual Annual Armenian Picnic will be held 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Searsport Shores Ocean Campground, Rt 1, Searsport, Maine.
Featuring the Maine Kef Ensemble, Kotwica and Folk Dance Lessons by
Carolyn Rapkevian. A truly unique picnic experience on cool Penobscot
Bay. Free admission. For more information: makersguildmaine.org

MASSACHUSETTS

JULY 29 — Saint James Armenian Church 24th Annual Harold Partamian Golf
Tournament, Monday, Oakley Country club in Watertown, Rain or shine/
Scramble Format/ Raffle7 Silent Auction, Following golf- cocktails, appetiz-
ers and banquet dinner at Oakley Country Club. Please see church web-site
form full information, registration and sponsorship.

AUGUST 7 — TEA & TRANQUILITY Armenian Heritage Park on The Green-
way, Boston. 4 p.m. Meet Armina Manoukian, co-owner, House of Lavash
who will share her experiences and the art of making Gata, a luscious Ar-
menian sweet for all to taste & enjoy with refreshing ice tea. Join us! RSVP
appreciated hello@ArmenianHeritagePark.org. Gata in Subject Line.

AUGUST 11 — Saints Vartanantz Annual Church Picnic, 12 Noon - 5:00 p.m.,
Music - Food - Dancing featuring the Jason Naroian Ensemble. 180 Old
Westford Rd., Chelmsford, MA.

AUGUST 18 — UNDER THE AUGUST MOON Armenian Heritage Park on The
Greenway, Boston.7:30 p.m. Festive evening meeting & greeting while en-
joying the Black Sea Salsa Combo, refreshing Citrus Spritzers & dancing
on the Moonlit Labyrinth. Join us! RSVP appreciated hello@ArmenianHeri-
tagePark.org. August in Subject Line.

AUGUST 25 — Armenian Church at Hye Pointe Picnic, 1280 Boston Road,
Haverhill, 12 Noon to 5 PM. Live Music featuring the fabulous Jason Naroian
Ensemble. Menu includes Lamb Shish, Losh & Chicken Kebab, Kheyma,
Vegetarian Plate. Available, Beverages including Cash Bar, Cash Raffles,
Armenian Pastry Table, Air Conditioned Hall, Tours of the new church will
be given. Bring your lawn chairs for sitting outside. For more information
visit: www.hyepointearmernianchurch.org or call (978) 372-5688.

OCTOBER 19 — AFA Kef Time is here again! Join the fun at the Armenian
Friends of America (AFA) Dance. Open to all. Saturday, 6:30 p.m. to mid-
night. Featuring the live music of: Leon Janikian, Jason Naroian, John Ber-
berian, Bruce Gigarjian and Bob Raphalian. The Armenian Church at Hye
Pointe; 1280 Boston Road; Haverhill. Individual tickets $55; Tables of 8
- $425. Ticket price includes Dance, Individual Mezza platters, coffee &
dessert. Advanced tickets only - No tickets sold at door. There is a capac-
ity limit. Online Ticket Sales at www.Armenianfriendsofamerica.org or call
Mary Ann #603-770-3375 or Kathy #978-902-3198.

OCTOBER 25-27 — Save the date! Sanctuary consecration of the Armenian
Apostolic Church at Hye Pointe. Presided over by Bishop Mesrop Par-
samyan, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (East-
ern). 1280 Boston Road, Haverhill. Details to follow.

NOVEMBER 7 — Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) Bos-
ton Child Care Committee presents a special evening with joy and laughter
at the Wellesley Country Club in Wellesley, MA featuring comedian Kev
Orkian to benefit Khoren & Shooshanig Avedisian School in Yerevan. For
more info and RSVP visit: https://amaa.org/bostonchildcare2024/

NOVEMBER 16 — St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School will celebrate
with a 40th Anniversary Gala. Saturday, 6.30 p.m., Hyatt Regency Cam-
bridge. Details to follow.

MICHIGAN

JULY 20 — Save the date! Armenia Fest 16! At the Royal Oak Farmers Mar-
ket. Celebrate 16 years of getting together and showcasing our rich Arme-
nian heritage with music, vendors, food and dance! Friday, 5 to 10 p.m. The
Royal Oak Farmer’s Market will once again be transformed to a wonderful
"little Yerevan” with vendors selling Armenian food, folk goods, jewelry
and desserts; live band “The Armenia Fest Allstars” with celebrated mu-
sicians under the direction of Vaughn Masropian; Hamazkayin Arax Dance
Troupe, and a vast array of Armenian taste treats. Special fun in mind for
the little ones with Mr. Mouse and his balloon magic and face painting. Ar-
menian food rovided by original Armenia Fest caterer, Gary Reizian and his
crew from Uptown Catering. Don’t miss our annual Choereg Contest! To
set up a stall, contact Vendor Chair, Noreen Masropian at nmas@comcast.
net. Reserve your space now. $60 for a Vendor table. To date our Fest has
donated $70K+ to these worthwhile endeavors.

NEW YORK

SEPTEMBER 15 — Parish Council members and friends of St. Paul Armenian
Church, Syracuse, will host its Annual Shish Kebab Picnic. Great food,
games, prizes, etc., on scenic, sheltered, private grounds at Ryder Park.
Serving starts at 1 p.m. The entire community is invited.

Send Calendar Items to the Mirror-Spectator: To send calendar items to the
Mirror-Spectator, email alin@mirrorspectator.com or alin.gregorian@gmail.
com. You can also visit our website, www.mirrorspectator.com, and find the
"calendar” section under the heading “"More.” You can also mail them to the
Armenian Mirror-Spectator, 755 Mount Auburn St., Watertown, MA 02472.
All calendar entries must be received by noon on Monday before publication.
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COMMENTARY

Turning the Corner and Moving Forward
Reckoning with the Past and Expectations for the Future

By Dr. Arshavir Gundjian, C.M.
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

In the 33-year history of Armenia’s recovered independence, the
last days of June of the current year can be considered the end of
a nearly three-year period characterized by tumultuous develop-
ments, beginning with the days of the infamous second Artsakh war
of 44-days in 2020.

This article attempts a brief and objective analysis of the above-
mentioned period and the presentation of reasonable expectations
for the coming two years, until the general elections expected in
Armenia in 2026.

The 44-day war in Artsakh in 2020 with its disastrous outcome
revealed that all the regimes following the reestablishment of Ar-
menia’s independence, excluding to some extent the period of first
president Levon Ter-Petrosian, are heavily responsible for that sad
result. First of all, they have been careless and delinquent regarding
their responsibility to provide the motherland uninterruptedly with
the means for its own military defense of the highest quality. They
are also responsible for being unable in the diplomatic field to re-
alistically assess the loyalty and trustability of its so-called allied
countries, in whose assistance they trusted to ensure the defense of
their own homeland.

Let us now turn our attention to the period from 2020 to the pres-
ent.

During the year 2021, general elections were held under what
everyone accepted as free and lawful conditions. As a result, the
members of the National Assembly were elected who continue to
serve in office until today. Today’s government, headed by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, was formed with a large majority of the
Civic Contract party. As for the opposition, it was composed en-
tirely from members belonging to the governments of the previous
years. The weakness of this group until today lies in the absence of
any members from any one of the large number of other political
parties.

It is natural that under these conditions, during the last three
years, the activity of the government headed by Pashinyan became
the main focus of evaluation and in particular criticism.

In order to fairly evaluate Armenia’s foreign policy, it is neces-
sary to take into account its extremely difficult geographic position,
burdened with complicated contradictory relations in the geopoliti-
cal sense, and therefore the constant need to conduct a very delicate
and difficult policy.

It is clear that to start with, Prime Minister Pashinyan and his ad-
ministration lacked political experience in this area. Thus, it should
have been quite natural for them to try to take advantage of the
powers outside of themselves that had passed through those difficult
experiences. However, they did not want to take advantage of that
opportunity, and for that reason, for a good while at the beginning,
they often conducted contradictory actions.

It is welcome to record that by now, after passing through various
difficult stages, today they are trying to establish quite promising
relations with the West, while maintaining formal ties with “tradi-
tional ally” Russia. Certainly, this road remains full of very serious
obstacles. However, it is necessary to pass through it to ensure the
vital need for strengthening of the country’s defense and economy.

As for the internal political, economic, legal and other aspects of
the country, if today’s authorities have obviously implemented sig-
nificant changes and successes in a democratic sense, on the other
hand, they are still responsible for important omissions.

The first of the gaps in the difficult work of giving direction to the
country is the absence, as mentioned above, of capable representa-
tives of the valuable circles that were left out and turned into small
groups as a result of elections. The latter are well balanced and deep
believers in democratic principles. The authorities, on their own
initiative, should make room for these people and benefit from the
assistance they can bring.

The second big error of the authorities is the ignominious atti-
tude they have adopted towards the worldwide Armenian diaspo-
ra. At the expense of being repetitive, it should be mentioned that
the extensive diaspora has good will and broad resources, but it is
collectively disorganized. The biggest mistake was disbanding the
Ministry of Diaspora and replacing it with a completely ineffective
and arrogant High Commissioner of the Diaspora.

Now, let’s continue this brief analytical examination by evaluat-
ing the activity of the two opposition factions of the National As-
sembly, and the role played by the protest street movements that fill
the streets and squares from time to time with their encouragement.

The opposition members of the National Assembly, from the very
first day of their election until today, prove every day that they, ac-
cording to the accepted standards of the civilized world, simply do
not deserve to bear the name “oppositionist.” The derogatory lan-
guage they used, and their behavior of starting fights by throwing
bottles, being deeply shameful and destructive, has simply reduced
their prestige and effectiveness to nothing.

As for the street movements, from time to time, but particularly
after the 44-day war until now, over the course of nearly three years,
these demagogic protest movements, of which the so-called “Tav-
ush for the Motherland” movement was the last, filled the streets
and squares. They are characterized by a fairly large number of par-
ticipants.

It is natural and expected that in Armenia, as in any civilized and
especially democratic country on the face of the earth, necessarily,
a part of the people will be dissatisfied with the work of the current
authorities. The contrary would be unnatural. This is certainly the
case in Canada, the United States, France, Spain, and many, many
other developed countries. It is also understandable and expected
that the dissatisfaction with specific and clearly defined issues could
be widespread and strong enough for a large number of citizens to
go down to the streets and demonstrate, as provided for by law,
under the supervision of the police. However, at no time will it
be expected that the government will resign as the result of those
demonstrations and simply offer that the group organizing those
demonstrations take its place.

The one and only way to change governments is through elec-
tions. In times of extreme crises, extraordinary anticipated general
elections are held. Otherwise, one must wait until the next sched-
uled regular elections, so that a change of power is carried out with
the vote of the majority of the people. Period.

Otherwise, when street movements become uncontrollable and
lead to physical harm or atrocities, then first of all the police, and
when necessary, even the armed forces of the country must inter-
vene, and the perpetrators will receive appropriate punishments.

When we evaluate the three street movements that have taken
place in Armenia with the participation of large numbers since
2020, with this simple understanding, it should be noted that all
three failed and remained fruitless. The first and the last also went
beyond the legally accepted limits. The last one, the Tavush Move-
ment, whether through planned or unplanned conditions, finally
crossed the red line of the use of brute force when it unsuccessfully
tried to storm into the National Assembly.

We will focus more on the Tavush Movement because it is still
fresh in everyone’s mind.

Actually, from the very beginning of the Tavush’s Movement, it
was obviously destined to end in failure, starting from the day of the
great gathering at the Republic Square on May 9.

What happened is that completely independently from one other,
various groups joined the movement on the Tavush-Yerevan road,
initially thinking that the messiah who would save Armenia had
suddenly appeared. In the same manner, however, they gradually
left when it became apparent that it did not have a planned political
program that was thought out in the slightest. It also did not have
a leadership that was politically prepared in the least, that inspired
confidence, and openly and courageously acted. On the contrary,
the only aspirant to leadership unexpectedly was a clergyman of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of Armenia, who also soon be-
came the candidate for prime minister proposed by the movement.
Under these conditions, seeing the lack of political seriousness of
the movement, its most important initial followers left in the first
days, and in the end, only university students, schoolchildren and
a few well-known sworn opponents of the government remained.
It appears that by now even these last ones have dispersed and the
“candidate prime minister” himself has also left the streets, with
the absurd promise of returning to the streets in the fall after the
summer “vacation.”

Certainly and expectedly, the disappointment will be great among
all those well meaning citizens and media groups who, for a short
period of time, believed that they had suddenly found an extraordi-
nary savior, who had remained unknown until then. But they all are
at fault; being so easily carried away by the charm of this “savior,”
whose activity was previously unknown to them. Indeed, everyone
became aware that this clergyman had served as the Primate of the
Diocese of Canada for ten long years. It was their duty to send a
small but serious investigative delegation to Canada to gather objec-
tive information about this individual’s track record, who lays claim
to such an important position. The result of such an investigation
would show that at the end of those ten years, the Armenian Diocese
of Canada had reached, at the very least, a very seriously troubled
state, both concerning finances and human relations, after which it
has barely regained its former peace by today.

Although the Tavush Movement is no longer a hope or a threat
to the future of the homeland, it is unfortunately much more worri-
some that this failed initiative of several months had a serious neg-
ative impact on the entire image of the Armenian Apostolic Church
and especially on the Holiest of Holies, the Mother See, and its irre-
placeable role of being the symbol of national moral unity.

The course of history is long, and with a relatively short duration,
this incident will surely soon be forgotten and lost in the past.

On the other hand, however, we must make every effort as a

continued on next page
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MY TURN Only 13 percent of Armenians

Support Pashinyan; He Lost His
Mandate; New Elections Needed

The Gallup International poll conducted in Armenia
on July 3-6, 2024, indicated that Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s rating has dropped to 13.4 percent among
potential Armenian voters. When he first came to power six years ago, his
rating was around 80 percent.

When asked: “How do you evaluate the work of Nikol Pashinyan?”

* 13.4 percent of the public said that they find his work “completely posi-

tive.” This is 4 percent higher than two months ago in May.

¢ 21.7 percent evaluated his work in July as “rather positive,” up 3 percent

from May.

— 40.3 percent rated his work in July as “generally negative,” 1 percent

lower than May.

* 14.5 percent rated him in July as “rather negative,” 4 percent lower than

May.

* 10.1 percent of the participants said the question was too “difficult to an-

swer.”

This means that 35.1 percent of the public rated Pashinyan in July as “pos-
itive” and “rather positive,” up from 27.8 percent in May, whereas the ma-
jority of 54.8 percent rated him “negatively” and “rather negatively” in July,
down from 59.7 percent in May.

To the question: “If the parliamentary elections were held next Sunday
which party or coalition of parties would you vote for?” Here are their an-
SWers:

1) 14.4 percent for the ruling Civil Contract party.

2) 3.7 percent for the Armenia coalition.

3) 3.5 percent for the Democracy, Law and Order party.

4) 2.3 percent for I Have Honor coalition.

5) 1.5 percent for Bakrat Srpazan.

6) 1.2 percent for the Prosperous Armenia party.

7) 0.6 percent for the Republic party.

8) 2 percent for others.

9) 8.6 percent for none of them.

10) 29.6 percent refused to answer or had difficulty answering.

11) 32.5 percent will not vote at all.

These numbers provide an important insight into the next election. Pash-
inyan’s ruling party will only get 14.4 percent, while the other parties, if they
form a coalition, will get 14.8 percent of the vote. For the opposition parties to
become the majority in the next Parliament, they need not only to form a co-
alition, but also try to get votes from the remaining 70.7 percent who refused
to answer or had difficulty answering or will not be voting.

Regarding the question: “Is Armenia in general moving in the right or
wrong direction?” The respondents answered:

* 15.2 percent “completely right.”

* 10.6 percent “rather right.”

¢ 28.5 percent “generally wrong.”

¢ 23.1 percent “rather wrong.”

¢ 22.5 percent “have difficulty answering.”

This means that the majority of 51.6 percent feel that the country is going
in the wrong direction. Only 25.8 percent feel it is going in the right direction.
This does not bode well for Pashinyan and his ruling party.

To the question, should Armenia change its Constitution as Pres. Aliyev had
demanded? The public responded:

* 80.3 percent said no in July, more than double the 38.1 percent in January.

*11.7 percent said in July that certain clauses should be changed. In Janu-

ary, 34.2 percent had said the same thing.

* 3.3 percent said in July that a whole new Constitution is necessary. In Jan-

uary, 13.4 percent said the same thing.

from previous page

nation so that the Mother See and its leader, the Catholicos of All Armenians, recover the
highest moral position as a moral unifier, which they have enjoyed for more than a mil-
lennia and a half with the Armenian people and in the context of Armenian statehood. By
the way, this is also an opportune occasion for the See of Antelias, which this time, with
rare and welcome ardor in this troubled period, was so concerned to be the protector of the
Mother See and the holder of the latter, to further act responsibly. Indeed, it ought to act
without delay to correct the state of division which it created over seventy years ago, which
now extends from Iran to Greece, and to the United States and Canada.

This brief analytical overview of the passing period to a certain degree indicates that
today, following the end of the month of June, 2024, we as a nation are on the verge of a
truly important turning point.

In the following months, and especially until the next general elections in 2026 — in oth-
er words, during the next two years — the Armenian authorities will have to maneuver and
cope with very delicate and difficult political conditions. In the current unstable and stormy
world geopolitical conditions, this duty assigned to them is certainly an unenviable one.

In this connection, we repeat and reaffirm the expectation which we have expressed
many times and wish that Prime Minister Pashinyan and his regime will take advantage
of all the political forces outside their own circles which are ready to provide them with
positive support, while they themselves carry out this difficult work.

It is indeed indisputable that a ship traveling on such a long and difficult road can have
only one captain at any one period of time.

The current authorities must also, without delay, reestablished organic, serious ties with

* 4.7 percent could not answer in July. In January, 14.4 percent could not.

This is a critical issue, since Pashinyan has agreed with Aliyev to change the
Constitution, while 80.3 percent of the public is opposed to it.

To the question: “How do you evaluate the movement of “Tavush for the
sake of Armenia” initiated by the Primate of Tavush, Archbishop Bagrat
Galstanyan?” The public said:

* 18.3 percent “completely positive” in July, which is substantially down

from 35.1 percent in May.

* 15.5 percent “rather positive” in July, slightly lower than the 17.8 percent

in May.

* 32.4 percent “generally negative” in July, which is higher than the 23.5

percent in May.

* 14.9 percent “rather negative” in July, a little higher than the 10 percent

in May.

* 18.9 percent could not answer in July. In May, 13.6 percent.

The answers indicate a declining trend in the Armenian public’s support for
the Archbishop’s movement.

To the question: “According to you, should Armenia become a member of
the European Union (EU)?”

* 34.2 percent said, “definitely yes.”

 22.5 percent said, “rather yes.”

*19.1 percent said, “definitely no.”

* 13.7 percent said, “rather no.”

* 10.5 percent said, they “could not answer the question.”

This indicates that 56.7 percent are in favor of Armenia joining the EU,
while 32.8 percent are opposed to it. The majority agrees with Pashinyan. I
believe, this is an unrealistic wish on the part of the Armenian public and the
Prime Minister, as most of Armenia’s economy is linked to Russia and any
interruption in that critical link will have a devastating effect on Armenia’s
economy. The pro-EU reaction is mostly due to the Armenian public’s major
disappointment with Russia for not coming to the rescue of Armenia militar-
ily. Another important issue is whether the EU will allow Armenia to join it.
As we know, Turkey has been trying unsuccessfully to join the EU for decades
and Georgia has also been trying to join the EU for years. There will be years’
long wait for Armenia.

A similar question was asked as to “whether Armenia should leave the
[Russia-dominated] Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) and start the process of
joining the European Union?”

¢ 28.8 percent said, “definitely yes.”

* 17.3 percent said, “rather yes.”

* 21.4 percent said, “definitely no.”

* 15.6 percent said, “rather no.”

* 16.9 percent said, they “have difficulty answering the question.”

This indicates that 46.1 percent of the public is in favor of leaving the EEU,
while 37 percent are opposed to leaving the EEU.

The next question: “Whether Armenia should leave the [Russia-affiliated]
Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) and join NATO?”

* 44.3 percent said in July, “Armenia should not be a member of any struc-

ture; should be neutral.” 40.3 percent had given the same answer in Feb-

ruary.

* 16.9 percent said in July, “Armenia should continue its membership in

CSTO.” 28 percent had given the same answer in February.

* 29 percent said in July, “we should aspire to join NATO.” 22.5 percent had

given the same answer in February.

* 9.8 percent said in July, they “have difficulty answering the question.” 9.2

percent had given the same answer in February.

Not surprisingly, these answers indicate a declining trend in the Armenian
public’s interest in being associated with anything related to Russia and an
increasing interest in the West. However, wanting to join NATO is an unreal-
istic wish.

This latest poll indicates the Armenian public’s continued dissatisfaction
with Pashinyan and his political party and the public’s interest in a shift away
from Russia towards the West.

the diaspora around the world. It must reestablish the Ministry of Diaspora under the su-
pervision of an experienced minister. The diaspora is the greatest wealth of the homeland,
provided that our authorities are able to master the subtleties of putting it to work.

The authorities of Armenia have much important work to do, especially to instill more
trust in the people of their country. As much as we disdain the style and practices of the
so-called “street protest movements,” it is obvious that there are serious reasons for dissatis-
faction among the people. The government cannot ignore that reality. It is its responsibility
to do what is necessary to alleviate the causes of these dissatisfactions. One of the means
is to explain to the people, to the greatest extent possible, the profound reasons behind the
unpopular positions adopted by it. The authorities should also realize that there are red lines
that no regime is allowed to cross. As indisputable examples, Ararat is Armenian and that’s
that. Artsakh is Armenian and that’s that as well, but in this regard, it is understandably a
difficult task to provide the diplomatic, legal, military and all other means through which,
sooner or later — even if it now risks to be much later — that dream can be successfully real-
ized. It is unnecessary to extend this list. We are all aware of its content.

As we have noted earlier, although the current regime in its first days had a great lack of
experience, today it is obvious that it is already coping well enough with the dangerous and
boobytrapped games of the international political circus.

Undoubtedly, the great majority of the Armenian people is always ready to stand strong
with the authorities which stand at the head of the country through legal elections, while
expecting the latter to always show respect to the people’s reasonable expectations.

Good luck and success to the homeland and the Armenian people.

(Translation from the Armenian version first published in Baikar and Abaka.)



20

SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2024

N

.

ARMENIAN MIRROR-SPECTATOR

7

COMMENTARY

Armenia’s Strategic Absence from the SCO Summit

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
summit in Astana on July 4 did not receive sig-
nificant attention in Armenian political and media
circles. In fact, the events in Astana have been noteworthy, with significant implica-
tions for global order in the Eurasian region at large. Presidents of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization member states convened in Kazakhstan’s capital, marking
a pivotal moment for Eurasia. In addition to the leaders of the member-states, such
as Russia, China, and Iran, representatives from the so-called Plus group, including
Azerbaijan and Turkey, and other states were present. No representative from Ar-
menia participated in this meeting, though Armenia has the same status and weight
in this organization as, for instance, Azerbaijan.

Back in 2015 at the meeting of the Council of Heads of SCO Member States
which was held in Ufa, Russia, Armenia signed a number of documents and was
granted the status of SCO dialogue partner along with Azerbaijan. The Ufa Summit
could be considered the cornerstone of the Armenia-Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation relation. In general, the “twin” summits in Ufa of the BRICS (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa) grouping and the SCO are considered a strategic
milestone for the emerging global order and India’s role in it.

Coming back to the Astana Summit, we can see that this one was no less import-
ant and significant in terms of current geopolitics, including those touching upon
Armenia’s interests. For instance, during the meeting in Kazakhstan, in addition
to general organization meetings, Russian President Vladimir Putin held separate
meetings with the presidents of Turkey and Azerbaijan and the acting head of Iran’s
executive body (as the meeting took place before the presidential elections in Iran).
Apart from other matters, these parties obviously discussed the situation in the
South Caucasus region. Unfortunately, Armenia was not there while it was a subject
of a strategic discussion.

Another significant event occurred at the Astana summit. During the meeting
between the Azerbaijani and Chinese presidents in Astana, a strategic cooperation
agreement was signed, which contains a number of important provisions in terms of

By Suren Sargsyan
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

deepening bilateral relations in all spectrums of relations. It is noteworthy that Chi-
na signed such an agreement with Georgia about a year ago, which means that China
is interested not only in Azerbaijan but also in the South Caucasus region at large. In
this regard, Armenia is clearly behind in terms of raising the level of relations with
China, and this is a short-sighted policy considering the growth of China’s influence
not only in the South Caucasus but in the whole world. Needless to say, by signing
strategic cooperation agreements, Azerbaijan and Georgia are expecting significant
Chinese investments in their economies which will have a serious impact on the
development and diversification of the economies of both states. Unfortunately, Ar-
menia lags behind in this aspect as well. But this is only the economic component
of itall.

From a geopolitical perspective, the regional powers in the South Caucasus —
Russia, Iran, and Turkey — have aimed at diminishing Western influence in the
region. Now we see that China is a new player emerging in the South Caucasus,
opposing Western influence and countering American interests, in parallel to the US
stance against China. The promotion of Western values in Armenia poses challeng-
es for Azerbaijan, as totalitarian states typically resist democratic neighbors due to
their impact on their public sentiments. Now, if we look at Georgia we will see that
Thilisi attempts to mend ties with Moscow, receiving strong criticism from Wash-
ington and Brussels. Notably, weak Armenia remains the sole South Caucasus state
looking towards the West for solutions to its security and economic challenges and
the lack of diversification leaves Armenia to float downstream.

In this regard, Armenia’s absence at the summit where vital issues for Yerevan
were discussed is puzzling, considering regional and global developments and Ar-
menia’s complete detachment from this reality.

(Suren Sargsyan is an expert on US foreign policy, researcher and author. He is
a graduate of Yerevan State University, American University of Armenia and the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. Suren Sargsyan is a
founder of the Armenian Center for American Studies, a research center based in
Yerevan.)

Spirit of Vardavar Celebrated in Weisbaden

By Muriel Mirak-Weissbach
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

WEISBADEN, Germany — If you vis-
it Yerevan in mid-July, you should expect
to find people in Republic Square (among
other places), armed with buckets, filling
them with water from fountains or fau-
cets in nearby restaurants and hotels, and
splashing any and every person who comes
within range. Fire engines make their hoses
available, as well as watering devices. Ev-
eryone gets soaked to the skin.

But Wiesbaden, Germany? It is not on
the calendar of events distributed by the lo-
cal tourism office; and yet, this year, a large
group of Armenians gathered in a location
outside the city center, and celebrated the
festival of Vardavar. At least one German
was among the crowd...

Vardavar is a festival dating back to
pre-Christian times, associated with Ast-

Celebrating Armenian culture

ghik, the goddess of water, beauty, love,
and fertility. The name comes from “Vard,”
meaning rose, the flower symbolizing the
goddess. The festival lived on after the
adoption of Christianity by Armenia, but
took on new meaning; it is celebrated on
the day of the Transfiguration of Jesus
Christ, the 14th Sunday after Easter in the
church calendar. In church services held

that day, the liturgy is dedicated to the
Transfiguration, with consecration of wa-
ter, which symbolizes the purification from
sins and healing.

This year, the Wiesbaden event took
place on Sunday, July 14, in a large, open
field and garden, hosted by Karen Gharsly-
an, chairman of the Wiesbaden Armenian
community organization, Demokratisches
Volks- und Kulturzentrum. The DVK,
founded in 1976, is a social and cultural
organization dedicated to promoting Ar-
menian-German understanding and inte-
gration, in a spirit of peace, equality, and
democracy. The center holds Saturday and
Sunday school, with Armenian language
classes for children, as well as cultural ac-
tivities in theater, choral music, folk danc-
ing, and sports. With support from the Dias-
pora office in Yerevan, it offers instruction
free of charge. A week earlier, the DVK had
participated in the city’s 47th annual Inter-

cultural Fair, with a prominent stand set up
in the central square, the Castle Park. The
event, which celebrates cultural diversity
and promotes dialogue, is sponsored by
the Office for Immigration and Integration.
Members of numerous ethnic communities
from Europe, east and west, as well as the
Americas, Africa, and Asia, came with their
traditional handcrafts and cuisine. Lines of

Taking aim

visitors formed for hours at the Armenian
stand, which offered shish-kebab on an
open grill as its specialty.

About fifty people gathered in the sun-
ny garden, families with children of all
ages. After brief welcoming remarks from
Gharslyan, the Armenian flag was raised
atop a makeshift flagpole, and the crowd
sang the national anthem. Most adults
were equipped with buckets that they filled
with water from huge barrels placed on the
grounds. The children had brought their
water pistols, which they aimed and fired
to squeals of laughter. Some adults had
larger weapons, loaded with water, and the
fun began. Sharpshooters wielded their pis-
tols, others unloaded their buckets, then re-

loaded, until all were drenched and happy.
The experienced celebrants had brought a
fresh change of clothing, so once the water
tanks were empty, the melee subsided, and
soon the company reconvened in dry attire,
ready to proceed to the next phase.

Shish-kebab, grilled vegetables, salads,
and freshly baked lavash were in abun-
dance, all prepared by the ladies of the
community, who had also baked the bakla-
va and other typical Armenian pastries.

As is customary at Vardavar celebrations,
there was music and dancing, games for the
children, and socializing for all. Among the
participants were many families who had
left their homes in Ukraine and found ref-
uge in Germany.



