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Members of the Security Council on August 16

UN Security Council Meeting Yields no Results

NEW YORK (Combined Sources)
— The Armenian government down-
played on August 21 the United Na-
tions Security Council’s failure to for-
mally demand an end to Azerbaijan’s
blockade of Nagorno-Karabakh as a
result of an emergency meeting held
last week.

Armenia had initiated the session on
August 16 in a bid to drum up stronger
international pressure on Baku. For-

eign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan attend-
ed the session and addressed it, say-
ing that Yerevan expects the Security
Council to condemn Baku, demand
the immediate reopening of the Lachin
corridor, send a fact-finding mission to
Karabakh and provide humanitarian
aid to the region’s struggling popula-
tion.

Although most of its members, nota-
bly the United States and Russia, urged

the lifting of the Azerbaijani blockade,
the Council stopped short of adopting
a relevant resolution or statement. This
fact led some in Armenia to question
the wisdom of initiating the meeting
and sending Mirzoyan to New York.
The Armenian Foreign Ministry
countered that the format of the meet-
ing did not “presuppose the adoption”
of any such document.
see UN, page 5

Ruben Vardanyan:

‘No Matter What, There Will Be
Resistance in Artsakh’

STEPANAKERT (Caucasus Watch) —
Caucasus Watch’s Ilya Roubanis met with Ruben
Vardanyan on two separate occasions, in July
and August 2023 to speak with the former State
Minister of Nagorno Karabakh about the blockade
that has disrupted the sole existing transport link to
Armenia.

Authorities report shortages in food and
medicine, disruptions in electricity and water.
While the ICRC was previously able to facilitate
the coming through of some emergency supplies,
this has not been allowed since the middle of June.
The prospect of a resolution is bleak. Baku offers
to supply the local population, but Armenians see
Azerbaijani trucks as poisoned chalice or the first
step to recognizing submission.

Despite electricity disruptions and even time-
zone misunderstandings, Vardanyan greeted the
visitors with good humor. He, like all people
in Nagorno-Karabakh, is experiencing all the
difficulties of the blockade, and as he says he
smokes his last cigars. He appears cheerful,

see VARDANYAN, page 2

US Envoy Emphasizes Support For Armenia’s Sovereignty, Security on Trip to Border Region

YEREVAN (Aza-
tutyun) — United States
Ambassador to Armenia
Kristina Kvien has em-
phasized  Washington’s
support for the sover-
eignty and security of
Armenia on a trip to the
South Caucasus country’s
region bordering on Azer-
baijan.

The US embassy in
Yerevan said in a Face-
book post on Friday, Au-
gust 18, that Kvien trav-
eled to Vayots Dzor “to
meet with local officials
and observe the security
situation on the Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan border.”

“The Ambassador met
with the Governor of

US Lilit Makunts.

US Ambassador to Armenia Kristina Kvien (R) traveled to Armenia’s Vayots Dzor
province “to observe the security situation on the Armenia-Azerbaijan border.”

security, as well as lasting peace in the
Ambassador Kvien emphasized US South Caucasus,” it said.
support for Armenia’s sovereignty and see SUPPORT, page 4

Vayots Dzor, the EU Monitoring Mis-
sion, and local military representatives,
joined by Armenian Ambassador to the

Azerbaijan Military
Assistance Waiver Delayed
As Review Drags on

By Eric Bazail-Eimil and Gabriel Gavin

WASHINGTON (Politico) — The Biden ad-
ministration appears to be slow-walking the
renewal of a long-standing military assistance
program to Azerbaijan amid growing warnings
of ethnic cleansing in the breakaway region of
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Every year since 2002, the White House has
issued a waiver to provide aid to Azerbaijan de-
spite its campaign against Nagorno-Karabakh.
That waiver has previously been completed be-
fore the summer, but this year it is still pending
halfway through August.

Officials have offered no explanation for the
delay. However, it coincides with increasing
concern within the international community

see WAIVER, page 20
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Azeri Forces Kill Soldier

YEREVAN (PanARMENIAN.
Net) — An Armenian serviceman
was killed in Azerbaijan’s fire from
across the border on Monday, Au-
gust 21, the Defense Ministry re-
ported.

Azerbaijan violated the ceasefire
in the direction of the village of Akh-
pradzor in Gegharkunik province.

In addition, on August 21 and 22
Azerbaijani forces shot at farmers
but no one was injured.

US Envoy Visits Sanahin
Monastery in Lori

YEREVAN (Panorama.am)
— U.S. Ambassador to Armenia
Kristina Kvien visited the Sana-
hin Monastery in Lori Province to
view ongoing preservation work in
the complex, the U.S. Embassy in
Yerevan reported on August 19.

“Ambassador Kvien visited Sana-
hin Monastery in beautiful Lori to
view ongoing preservation work on
several elements of the complex,
funded by the Ambassadors Fund
for Cultural Preservation,” the em-
bassy said in a statement.

“While there she was also greeted
by the Mayor of Alaverdi. The U.S.
fund is supporting preservation of a
group of Eastern monuments in the
complex, including the St. Hakop
Chapel, the memorial-khachkar of
Grigor Tuteordi, and the St. Ha-
rutyun Church,” it added.

298 Still Missing From
2020-2022, Says ICRC

YEREVAN (PanARMENIAN.
Net) — A total of 298 persons from
Armenia are still missing following
the 44-day war in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh in 2020 and border escala-
tions between 2020 and 2022, the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) revealed.

The data is based on tracing re-
quests from the missing soldiers’
families, the ICRC said on August 18.

Tankian Asks Band to

Skip Baku Concert

LOS ANGELES (Public Radio
of Armenia) — System Of A Down
front man Serj Tankian is urging the
band Imagine Dragons to cancel
their September 2 show in Baku.

“A few months ago, it came to my
attention that Imagine Dragons had
planned a show on Sept 2nd in Baku.
| was sure they were unaware that
Azerbaijan’s petro-oligarchic dictato-
rial regime was starving 120k people
in Nagorno-Karabagh which is now
being called a Genocide by the former
prosecutor of the International Crimi-
nal Court, Luis Moreno Ocampo. So
through representatives, | sent them a
kind letter urging them to reconsider
playing their show in Azerbaijan,”
Tankian said in an Instagram post.

“There was no response. As the
humanitarian crisis worsens in Na-
gorno-Karabagh with starvation al-
ready being recorded | am forced to
publicize this letter and their disregard
for this humanitarian catastrophe. ...
My whole life | have been an advocate
for genacide recognition and have al-
ways said there has to be a price to pay
for Genocidal regimes or deniers,” he
wrote.
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Ruben Vardanyan:

‘No Matter What, There Will Be
Resistance in Artsakh’

VARDANYAN, from page 1
although he admits he misses his family.

He shows no rage. He “disagrees” not only with the Armenian
leadership in Yerevan but also in Stepanakert. He openly
shared his electoral preferences without hesitation. While he
views Azerbaijan’s stance as “short-sighted,” he refrains from
expressing any bitterness. Identifying as a national leader, he
remains resolute in Karabakh.

You have an audience beyond Karabakh. Before we talked,
I browsed the BBC, Reuters, DW, even France 24. Karabakh
does not feature prominently. Why do you feel Karabakh is
not front-page news?

Honestly, there are numerous crises. The flow of information
is dense, and you cannot engage daily with a specific storyline.
When the blockade started in December, there was great interest.
So, there is a limit to how much people can engage with a
storyline.

When the Ottoman Empire orchestrated the Genocide and
mass deportations of Armenians, numerous reports emerged
in the USA, Europe, and Russia. This event was extensively
documented, and major powers closely monitored the situation.
Today, in Artsakh, we find ourselves in a state of complete
informational isolation, with no international journalists
permitted to visit and report on the situation on the ground. We
exist in a phase of world history where indifference has become
alarmingly prevalent. Despite having factual evidence of the
blockade and the International Court’s decision, Azerbaijan
continues to display complete disregard for international law.

It is essential to recognize that the central issue in Artsakh is
not solely the humanitarian catastrophe, but rather the deliberate
pursuit by Azerbaijan of ethnic cleansing and the genocide of
the Armenian population residing in the Republic of Artsakh
after November 9, 2020. The humanitarian disaster forms just
a part of Azerbaijan’s strategy. Despite the immense challenges,
the 120,000 people of Artsakh are steadfastly resisting with
remarkable dignity. Through the creation of this humanitarian
disaster, Azerbaijan aims to coerce those who have asserted their
right to self-determination and proclaimed their independence
even before the collapse of the Soviet Union, to acquiesce to a
country with which they have never been associated.

Finally, our enemy also works quite well. They have channeled
funds to companies and agencies that are quite effective
in controlling public discourse and pushing their narrative
worldwide.

What are we dealing with here with? Definitions are important.
Azerbaijan calls us “terrorists” and “separatists,” a domestic
non-issue that they handle in accordance with Azerbaijani law.
The West call the current crisis a humanitarian crisis. We call
it a continuous resistance movement that started not in 1988,
but much earlier in 1920s when the USSR was established, and
the boundaries drawn by Stalin and likes of him. The Genocide
Watch and lately, Luis Moreno Ocampo, the first Prosecutor
of the International Criminal Count call the blockade of the
Lachin corridor a Genocide under Article 11, (c) of the Genocide
Convention: “Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions
of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction.” This
terrifying word has been overused and at times abused after it
was coined in 1934 by Lemkin. As a descended of 1915 Genocide
survivors, | do not use it lightly. We are dealing with Genocidal
acts to cleanse Artsakh of its 120.000 Armenians as an ultimate
solution desired by Aliyev and his government.

Yes, but the reason | am introducing this question is the
now tangible threat that Azerbaijan could step in militarily.
Is that threat credible, you feel?

The situation is undoubtedly very challenging, but I do not
sense that Azerbaijan is preparing to initiate another large-scale
military operation after Autumn 2020. Having said that, we need
to understand that Azerbaijan is shooting civilians who work in
the fields on a daily basis. Furthermore, they tend to prefer small-
scale local operations, which help maintain a sense of tension
and fear among the people regarding potential military actions.

The blockade is exerting both humanitarian and economic
impacts. The military threat appears intended to affect us
psychologically. However, 1 am not convinced that they are
inclined towards an aggressive scenario. They employ various
tactics to subdue us, waging a hybrid war on multiple fronts—
informational, psychological, moral, economic, and involving
numerous other factors. They use the humanitarian crisis as a
weapon to reach political goals. The food issue is weaponized
and used against us.

The 2020 move was well timed. There were elections in the
United States, there was the pandemic, and Turkey was fully
behind them. Today, we are in a different context.

Azerbaijan believes it already possesses Artsakh and is now
seeking further expansion. They are under the impression that
Karabakh already belongs to them (in Aliyev’s words the issue
is resolved), and any incursion here given the fact that here
live 30,000 children would escalate the situation. At the level
of President Aliyev, territorial claims towards Armenia have
been expressed. Those who believe that Azerbaijan only desires
Nagorno-Karabakh are gravely mistaken; their recent aggressive
actions towards Armenia proper have demonstrated the
opposite. Aliyev is deeply convinced that he will always remain
unpunished, leading him to resort to the use of force or threats
of force. On a daily basis, their media prepares the groundwork
for this. Their insatiable appetite for more will eventually turn
against them, sooner or later.

We tend to forget that Azerbaijan is not the best run country in
the world. The average Armenian lives better than the average
Azerbaijani, despite the oil and gas wealth of that country.
Nagorno-Karabakh provides Aliyev with a rallying point
domestically that somehow solidifies his powerbase (similar
to Crimean’s consensus in Russia after 2014). However, that
calculation only pays if you hold in check significant variables,
such as Iran. In sum, is something goes wrong it can go very
wrong and that is not in their hand. | do not think Aliyev will
take that risk.

Of course, they will keep up the pressure to maximize benefits
not only vis-a-vis Artsakh but also Armenia. Maybe | am wrong,
but that is what I think.

Many international analysts, certainly in the West, seem to
believe that lake Sevan and Syunik are “pressure points” and
that the real prize for Azerbaijan is Karabakh. You seem to feel
that the opposite is true: Karabakh is the “pressure point” for
concessions in the South Armenia.

Probably, many analysts in the West believe that Baku’s and
Ankara’s main focus is on Nagorno-Karabakh. Ankara and Baku
mistakenly believe they have gained control over NK; their
strategic focus is on the so-called Zangezur Corridor. However,
they underestimate the determination of the people living in
Artsakh. They find it difficult to believe that the people will
resist and demonstrate their strong will to reject their terms. At
the same time, the Diaspora’s support for Artsakh should not be
underestimated. We are not alone in this endeavor. Artsakh holds
a special meaning for the Diaspora. The fact that the Diaspora
has supported Artsakh through various means over the decades
is proof of that.

So, is the question “where do you see Karabakh 20 years
from now?” a stupid question to ask?

Not at all. We have established a movement that supports the
“Artsakh 2035 Vision.” Of course, nothing will come easily. We
aim to live in our own homeland, and there are several potential
scenarios to achieve this goal. It is an arduous journey, replete
with obstacles, but we draw inspiration from world history and
analogous cases that demonstrate such movements can persist
for decades. We are prepared to undertake this path with ample
determination and resilience.

Our vision is to defend our homeland. From our side, | see a
great determination for people to stay and take a stand. A change
in the Armenian government could bring a greater political
alignment between Armenia and Artsakh. There may also be
greater involvement by international actors. Therefore, the first
scenario we are considering as quite possible for the next 30-to-
50 years is status quo maintenance.

This would be maintained by both sides: on the one hand,
I do not see how the local population can accept to live as an
Azerbaijani ethnic minority; on the other hand, a subdued
Artsakh — that would wish to unite with Armenia — is a useful
trigger of “perpetual national emergency” that is convenient
for the Aliyev regime. Nevertheless, the dream for unification
continues to persist. If these assumptions hold, the new normal
will be periods of conflict with intervals of relative stability. We
will maintain the status quo, dynamically.

Different circles envision an alternative scenario that goes
beyond maintaining the status quo — one involving the satellite-
like integration of Artsakh into Russia. Russia is the West’s
adversary today and that would affect how the West sees Artsakh
in this scenario. But we are talking about 20 years from now.
Do we believe that Russia will remain an adversary to the West?
Most likely not. And in one way or another with that shift between
Russia and the West, the fate of Artsakh will change as well. A
third scenario entails an “international mandate” or intervention
by external powers, providing certain security guarantees. South
Caucuses was always viewed by the West and the rest as Russia’s
domain. West delegated South Caucuses security to Russia. It
could be changing now. Iran is highly likely to move in to balance
Azerbaijani-Israeli alliance in the region. Reminding you, Iran
has better relations today with Ankara (NATO member) than with
Baku. If Iran becomes a security guarantor in the Caucasus...
How would the West react to that?

However, it’s crucial for people to recognize that the future
rests in our hands. We cannot merely stand by and debate others’
scenarios; we must formulate our own plan and narrative. |

continued on next page
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believe assuming responsibility and actively shaping
our future is paramount. Important note. Armenia and
Artsakh might be young democracies, but they are
still democracies sandwiched between mighty Turkey,
Azerbaijan, Russia and Iran. | do not see Armenians
being subjected to limitations of their human rights and
freedoms willingly or submit to power without putting up
dignified resistance.

But it is very important for people to realize that the
future is in their hands. And with their own actions, they
can have an impact on these scenarios; indeed, they can
insist on and achieve the implementation of their own
scenario.

To summarize, you see three scenarios: status quo
maintenance with a view to eventual unification
with Armenia, becoming a Russian satellite, or an
international mandate, presumably like the status of
Palestine before the establishment of the State of Israel?

Yes.

There is another scenario you have not addressed. A
blockade or siege is a form of violent resolution. Why
not consider a forceful evacuation of Karabakh from
the Armenian population?

We have deliberated on various scenarios, including
genocide, forced deportation, and evacuation. Our duty
is to exert every effort to avert these scenarios. Please
understand that | am not an analyst, but rather a leader.
Our aim is to rally people and resources around viable
and achievable scenarios. We are readying ourselves for
the worst while actively striving to prevent it. Instead, our
focus is on implementing what is feasible for the people
of Artsakh. Again, we are not alone, we have Diaspora’s
support including lobbying, civic movements and other
actions.

Having said that, what you say includes the
presumption that you are preparing for resistance,
even in a violent scenario.

Absolutely. Yes. There will be resistance, no matter
what happens.

And there is a point worth making here. When your
message of resistance is clear and the nation stands behind
it, there is opportunity to draw unexpected support. As
soon as we are clear on our intention to fight for our
rights, | feel, we will be able to seize opportunities for
support. We should not look only to the West or to Russia.
We should work with all sides, including the East, and
make these cooperative relations and alliances serve our
interests as much as possible.

Once we are unequivocal about our intention to
fight for our rights, I believe we will be capable of
seizing opportunities for support. When your message
of resistance is lucid and embraced by the nation,
opportunities to secure unexpected support can arise. By
being resolute about our intention to fight for our rights,
I believe we can harness these opportunities for support.
In certain circumstances, rivals might even cooperate, and
we can endeavor to become such a place.

The use of brute force (and that is what Azerbaijan
is doing) is very 19th — 20th century way of resolving
the disputes. Perhaps | am wrong, and it’s a wishful
thinking on my behalf, but the popular consensus in the
West is solidifying (even more so in the light of war in
Ukraine) and military force is archaic mean of conflict
resolution. It’s not just legally, morally unacceptable, it’s
also aesthetically obsolete. Just watch “All quiet on the
western front” — is there a room for the trench war fare in
the 21st century?

So, there are three elements that need to come together.

First, our desire to resist and fight for our rights needs to
be more clearly articulated, both to consolidate our home
front and to position ourselves more clearly in the world.

Secondly, we need to be preparing for the transformation
of the current global status quo and ready to address new
threats and seize new opportunities.

Thirdly, we need to start talking even if not negotiating
with Azerbaijan. We need to communicate to Azerbaijan
that they are overplaying their strong hand. {President}
Aliyev is trying to maximize his short-term benefits,
not thinking long term. Who knows what comes 20
years down the line? A country singularly dependent on
oil and gas revenue may soon find itself dealing with a
multifaceted crisis. Without dwelling too much on this
topic, | think he is not using wisely his current power.

There are now three negotiating tables: in
Washington, in Brussels, and in Moscow. Given
the phrasing of the November 9, 2020, Trilateral
Statement, do you see Karabakh has a place on the
table in any of the existing formats?

There are two different elements in your question.

First, the question is whether Artsakh can become
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a party to the negotiations. We need to be back to the
negotiation table as it was after the ceasefire of 1994.
When we were left out in 1998. But all the developments
show that our fate cannot be decided without us.

The second element is geographic and has no
substance. The agenda is of substance and Artsakh has no
input. Azerbaijan in substance does not want to negotiate
over the future of Artsakh. They want to consolidate the
status quo and turn a page. They say ‘this is our domestic
agenda,’ take it or leave it. So, it is irrelevant which ‘big
player’ tables the discussion with Azerbaijan because for
Baku there is no Artsakh issue.

In this context, Armenia does not stand in for Artsakh.
When Yerevan says Artsakh is part of Azerbaijan, this
makes my statement a non-controversial position.
Armenia’s position today is that ‘we do not represent
Artsakh,” and that is a weak position. This creates a
vacuum begging the question ‘who represents Artsakh”.
The answer is that Artsakh should be able to present itself.
This is the only way.

And, if | understand the substance of your argument,
you also claim that this is a problem for Azerbaijan,
because Baku claims they want to live with “their
citizens.” Do | understand that correctly?

Yes, ultimately, we need to come to an agreement with
a guarantor, that will allow us — those of us living in
Artsakh — to live with a certain amount of certainty that
whatever is agreed will be respected. Without a guarantor
this agreement would be irrelevant because the other side
may not really care about what has been signed. But we
should also realize the guarantors can do nothing, when
you are not strong enough to stand up for your own rights.

Yes, but given the context of the war in Ukraine,
what would see as a satisfactory guarantee? Ukraine
was given a guarantee on the basis of which its nuclear
arsenal was removed. Is there such a thing as a
satisfactory international guarantee?

That is a good point. There was a Minsk agreement for
Ukraine that all parties violated in one way or another.
So, a guarantee is a tricky proposition, even when it
comes. The guarantor could be a country, a conglomerate
of countries, an international institution. The difficulty is
finding that third party and getting mechanism in place.
If that is not done in time, the genocide will perpetrate
despite the state’s that are the parties of the Genocide
Convention assumed duty to prevent and push Genocide.
Remind you, the International Court of Justice ruled
that state parties should “not wait until the perpetration
of Genocide commences” and “the whole point of
the obligation is to prevent or attempt to prevent the
occurrence of the act”.

This brings me back to a domestic issue. After your
departure from the leadership in Stepanakert, you
embraced the man who formally fired you. Did he fire
you? The sequence of events suggests a separate visit
to Moscow by you, then by Arayik Harutyunyan, and
then you are fired. The optics of this leave room for
speculation.

From the very first day I came to Artsakh I told the
people and him (Arayik Harutyunyan) that 1 am one of
them and | will be like a soldier. | did not come to Artsakh
to become a State Minister: | served my homeland during
a dangerous period. | said that I would continue to do
what I do in office as I did before coming to office and
are doing after I leave office. I am not a political party
leader. It was his decision. There was pressure from Baku,
Ankara... everyone.

There are some people attributing the current crisis
to me coming here {in Stepanakert}. | did not want to
become the cause of a war. And as you can see, | left my
post in February 2023, but the blockade was not lifted. If
anything, things became even worse for the Armenians
of Artsakh. | told him “You are the leader, you see what’s
better for the country, and I will do what’s better for the
nation.” To be clear, | disagreed. | did not want to step
down and did not think this was the right decision. That
is not because of my personal ambition but because of its
effect. In any event, | made clear that it was his decision
to make and his responsibility to bare.

You run a business empire much bigger than
Artsakh’s economy and comparable perhaps to the
Armenian economy. | imagine the business side of
this has several difficulties. But how does it feel? Do
you have something positive you would keep from this
experience?

I miss my family, of course, very much. However, it is
also one of the best periods of my life because | feel | serve
my nation, my people. | live with people who are simple
but not naive; they are authentic: they say what they think,
they act in accordance with their set of values and beliefs.
They are free people, dignified and resilient. They will not

submit to injustice and brute force. I get a lot of love and
appreciation. Embraces are common. People appreciate
that | share with them the will to be there. We share hope,
a sense of togetherness, a group feeling that is addictive
and exhilarating. And there is a sense that one wants to
give back more than you are getting. It’s an honor for me
to be serving them in every way | can.

Given the situation along the Lachin corridor and
the developing situation in Karabakh, do you feel
that peace is being kept? I understand the will to pay
tribute to the role of peacekeepers. Perhaps, it is a
matter of mandate — they are there to peace-keep not
to peace-make — but do you feel they are doing what
they should be doing?

My own angle into this is that the context of operating
in the 2021 context is not the same as operating in 2023.

The threat of war and the issue of physical security are
present. Our expectations from the peacekeeping mission
are greater, but due to a limited mandate and other issues,
we find ourselves in this situation. They are peacekeepers,
not peacemakers, remind you.

From my perspective, the context of operating in 2021
is not the same as operating in 2023. The situation has
evolved. The line of contact is extensive, and the situation
is rather complex. While 2,000 soldiers may not be
sufficient to alter the situation on the ground significantly,
they do possess a substantial force that can have a
tangible impact on the humanitarian situation. They might
not be able to bring about peace, but their presence does
create a difference. In addition, they are on the ground,
and they see the situation first-hand. While there are no
independent journalists here among us, their eye-witness
accounts are invaluable. Quite similar to the memoirs
of German officers in the Ottoman empire during the
Genocide of 1915.

You keep saying you are not a politician and the very
term “politics” is a “bad word,” it seems. However,
you do talk of leadership.

No, politics is not a bad word.

It’s a matter of role. Politicians have power ambitions
within the context of a specific political system. I see my
role is that of a national leader.

In the 20th century there seems to be a perception
of leadership that matches industrial conceptions of
specialization. My worldview is somewhat more akin
to a more “classical” approach to leadership. It follows
that when you receive a lot you need to give back a lot.
And people who have wealth and good education and
readiness to be responsible for their own nation and make
bold decisions.

The reason | am here is not to out of a sense of
entitlement to lead the Armenian nation but out of a sense
of urgency, as our nation is facing an existential threat.

I believe | am part of a new national leadership. | am
not a 20th century leader, but | do commit to the nation.

So, you don’t have political ambitions, but you do
have national objectives.

Yes, | want to represent my nation. | want to represent
my nation to the world. Public office will not change
my attitude to leadership. I will assume my share of
responsibility irrespectively of whether | hold public
office or not. But I will take office if that is necessary as a
mean to an end. It’s not about status. The office does not
determine the degree of my responsibility.

If you have read Nune Alekyan’s and my book At the
Crossroads, | think | have held my ideas before now. |
have been caring and working with my partners and
friends about Armenia, Artsakh and the Armenian World
for more than two decades and we implemented hundreds
of projects. | do not want a nation of victims or survivors;
| want a nation that thrives, and | have dedicated myself
to this objective.

There are forthcoming mayoral elections in Armenia.
Around the world, these kinds of electoral encounters
are treated as a sneak preview of a broader national
sentiment or the political current. I am wondering
whether these elections are or should be regarded as a
message to the Armenian government and, if so, what
should that message be.

That is the right question. There are two options. The
first is the election of a mayor without a ‘national agenda,’
or Armenians may decide to take the first step towards
something more nationally significant, which is often the
case in many countries. I expect and I hope that the people
will take the second option and the electorate will not
simply support the best manager for their city — based on
skills or values — but will look at the national significance
of this electoral encounter. | am hoping that these elections
will allow us to air a number of points of contention with
national significance. And that process would make these
elections more significant than picking a mayor.
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Peacekeepers Facilitate Transfer of 41 Russian and Artsakh Citizens

YEREVAN (Armenpress) — For the
first time in over two months, Russian
peacekeepers on August 21 facilitated
the transfer of over 40 people, citizens of
Russia and Nagorno-Karabakh, from Na-
gorno-Karabakh to Armenia.

The Center for Cooperation with the
Russian Peacekeeping Contingent of the
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) Govern-
ment said that 41 citizens of Russia and
Nagorno-Karabakh were transported from
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia on August
21 - the first such transfer since June 14.

“The Russian citizens were waiting for
their transportation for a long time, while
the citizens of Artsakh are students who
have enrolled in universities in Armenia
and abroad. According to a preliminary
agreement reached with the peacekeep-
ers, the transport of students and Russian
citizens will continue in the coming days.
Nevertheless, the Azerbaijani side con-
tinues to obstruct the movement of many
persons in two directions. At this mo-
ment, hundreds of citizens are waiting in
Armenia for their return to Artsakh, 333

people with conditions requiring urgent
and planned intervention are on an ICRC
waiting list for their transfer to Armenia,
in addition to the thousands of people
who require two-way movement for hu-
manitarian, working and other purpos-
es,” the Center for Cooperation with the
Russian Peacekeeping Contingent of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Government said in a
statement, warning that Azerbaijan con-
tinues to create humiliating conditions in
the illegal checkpoint at Hakari Bridge, in
addition to the unlawful control and obsta-
cles against Nagorno-Karabakh residents.
“In particular, against the persons’ will,
the Azerbaijanis and their invited journal-
ists have again filmed the persons’ faces
and used it for propaganda. Besides, the
Azerbaijani side did not allow the Rus-
sian peacekeeping contingent’s vehicles
to pass across Hakari Bridge and forced
the passengers to carry their baggage and
walk across the bridge,” it added. The pas-
sengers then continued to their destination
on vehicles that approached from Goris. A
video of the transfer has been released as

evidence.

“The passage of the citizens through the
illegal Azeri checkpoint doesn’t anyhow
change the position of the government
of the Republic of Artsakh regarding that
checkpoint on Lachin Corridor and the
remaining Azerbaijani obstructions. The
government of the Republic of Artsakh
continues to insist that unimpeded move-
ment of persons, vehicles and goods must
be completely restored in both directions
along Lachin Corridor without any Azeri
interference, in accordance with the No-
vember 9, 2020 trilateral statement and the
International Court of Justice 22 February
2023 and 6 July rulings,” the center added.

All humanitarian shipments into Na-
gorno-Karabakh have been banned by
Azerbaijan since June 15.

Lachin Corridor, the only road connect-
ing Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia and
the rest of the world, has been blocked by
Azerbaijan since late 2022. The Azerbai-
jani blockade constitutes a gross violation
of the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh ceasefire
agreement, which established that the

5km-wide Lachin Corridor shall be under
the control of Russian peacekeepers. Fur-
thermore, on February 22, 2023 the United
Nations’ highest court — the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) - ordered Azerbaijan
to “take all steps at its disposal” to ensure
unimpeded movement of persons, vehi-
cles and cargo along the Lachin Corridor
in both directions. Azerbaijan has been
ignoring the order ever since. The ICJ re-
affirmed its order on 6 July 2023.

Azerbaijan then illegally installed
a checkpoint on Lachin Corridor. The
blockade has led to shortages of essential
products such as food and medication.
Azerbaijan has also cut off gas and power
supply into Nagorno Karabakh, with offi-
cials warning that Baku seeks to commit
ethnic cleansing against Armenians in Na-
gorno-Karabakh. Hospitals have suspend-
ed normal operations.

An Armenian humanitarian convoy
carrying 400 tons of emergency aid is
blocked by Azerbaijan at the entrance of
Lachin Corridor.

Flights to Armenian
Border Town Go

Ahead Despite
‘Azer1 Gunfire’

By Ruzanna Stepanian

YEREVAN (Azatutyun) — An Arme-
nian airline began regular commercial
flights to Kapan on Monday, August 21,
after what Armenian officials described
as cross-border gunfire from Azerbaijan
targeting the border town’s airport.

The Kapan airport reportedly came
under fire on Friday, less than 24 hours
after a plane carrying Prime Minister Ni-
kol Pashinyan landed there. According
to Armenia’s state border guard service,
three gunshots were fired from Azerbai-
jani army positions overlooking the fa-
cility, damaging its roof and one of the
windows.

Another shooting incident was report-
ed on Saturday. Karen Balyan, an aide to
the governor of Armenia’s Syunik prov-
ince, of which Kapan is the capital, said
on Monday that airport employees heard
gunfire several minutes after a plane car-
rying other senior officials from Yerevan
touched down on the runway.

Balian accused Azerbaijan of trying to
disrupt the first post-Soviet flight service
between Yerevan and Kapan launched by
the NovAir airline. While acknowledg-
ing apparent security risks involved, he
urged travelers to fly to and from Kapan.

“We must not succumb to these prov-
ocations and must carry out the regu-
lar flights which are very important for
Syunik,” the official told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian Service.

The inaugural 50-minute flights went
ahead as planned on Monday morning,
with NovAir using small L-410 aircraft
capable of carrying up to 17 passengers.

A spokeswoman for the Armenian
government’s Civil Aviation Committee
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service that
there were only two passengers on each
of those flights. They included Syunik
Governor Robert Ghukasyan’s deputy
and adviser, according to the provincial
administration.

The private carrier plans to carry out
such flights twice a week.

Armenian Team Wins Two Medals at
Astronomy and Astrophysics Olympiad

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) — Armenian school students have earned two medals at the 16th International Olympiad on
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IOAA) held in Silesia, Poland, on August 10-20.

The event brought together 241 students from 50 countries.

The Armenian team included Areg Barseghyan, Wacheslav Petrosyan, Artavazd Harutyunyan and Maria Arakelyan, all
12th graders from Yerevan’s PhysMath School, the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports reported on August

21.

Wacheslav Petrosyan won a silver medal, while Artavazd Harutyunyan bagged bronze. Areg Barseghyan and Maria Ar-
akelyan were awarded commendations.
The team was led by PhysMath School teacher Vardges Mambreyan.

US Envoy Emphasizes Sovereignty, Security on Trip to Border Region

SUPPORT, from page 1

While in Vayots Dzor Ambassador Kvi-
en also traveled to Jermuk “to learn about
the challenges and opportunities facing the
city.” The embassy said that in Jermuk the
US ambassador met with the town’s may-
or and hosted a roundtable with business
owners “to discuss the local economy and
tourism sector.”

“Ambassador Kvien was impressed with
the beautiful natural landscape and outdoor

activities that make Jermuk a popular tour-
ist destination,” the report said.

Jermuk, a resort town close to the border,
was shelled by Azerbaijani troops during
last September’s deadly fighting. The es-
calation during which Azerbaijani forces
advanced their positions closer towards
Jermuk also affected the town’s businesses
largely dependent on local and internation-
al tourism.

Kvien, joined by the mayor of Jermuk,

also reportedly visited a major mining proj-
ect — Lydian’s Amulsar — to view their
operations.

“The Amulsar project represents one of
the biggest US investments in Armenia and
we are proud that it is deploying western
mining standards. The United States sup-
ports Armenia’s economic development
and opportunities for US companies and
investors to do business in a range of sec-
tors,” the US embassy’s said on Facebook.
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Ararat Mirzoyan, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Armenia, said that according to
the trilateral statement, the Lachin Corri-
dor shall remain under the control of the
Russian Federation peacemaking forces.
Yet in 2022, Azerbaijan blocked the Cor-
ridor under a fake pretext of environmental
concerns. As a result, the people of Na-
gorno-Karabakh no longer receive 400 tons
of essential goods daily. Condemning the
use of starvation of civilians as a method
of warfare and warning against the “ethnic
cleansing of the people of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh,” he called for the immediate resto-
ration of freedom of movement of persons,
vehicles and cargo through the Corridor.

Rejecting such “groundless” allegations,
Azerbaijan’s representative said Armenia
is presenting as a humanitarian matter a
provocative political campaign to under-
mine his country’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. Moreover, the recent deci-
sion by the International Court of Justice
to reject Armenia’s request for an interim
measure of the checkpoint’s removal dis-
missed that country’s allegations that the
Lachin checkpoint is illegal. Immediately
after the end of the war in 2020, Azerbaijan
offered logistics and infrastructure to ICRC

Turkish Intellectuals
Call for Opening of
Lachin Corridor

ANKARA — A group of about 200
Turkish intellectuals disseminated a letter
they had signed asking for the opening of
the Lachin Corridor by Azerbaijan.

The eight-month-long blockade has led
to a humanitarian crisis.

The letter reads in part, “The Baku re-
gime, with the support of the Ankara re-
gime, has been implementing a blockade
against the Nagorno-Karabakh Armenian
people for months, which puts the possi-
bility of genocide on the agenda. The Ste-
panakert-Goris road, which provides the
passage and should be open for humani-
tarian aid, emergency services and peace-
keepers, has been under siege and closed
since 12 December 2022.

“Although the United Nations, Euro-
pean Union institutions and Council of
Europe institutions have been calling for
Azerbaijan to end the blockade of 120,000
people in Karabakh for months, the Baku
regime ignores all calls, refuses or denies
the blockade. However, everyone knows
that no basic needs can enter Karabakh,
no Karabakh can leave the region even to
meet their urgent health needs.

“In the face of the deepening crisis and
confirming the concerns of the internation-
al community, Baku dictator llham Aliyev
continues to threaten Karabakh people
openly and constantly. So much so that the
former chief prosecutor of the Internation-
al Criminal Court, Luis Moreno Ocampo,
published an important article describing
Aliyev’s actions in Karabakh as genocide.

“We, the undersigned, Turkish people,
see that the international community does
not act with sufficient sensitivity towards
the developments and we are watching the
situation with concern. Preventing geno-
cides does not mean waiting for them to
happen and then intervening. It is to take
active action now to prevent such a danger.

“We call on all states to take an active
stance on international organizations and
international public opinion, especially the
United Nations and the International Or-
ganization of the Red Cross.

INTERNATIONAL

UN Security Council Meeting Yields No Results

for the delivery of goods to the Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan. However, the Arme-
nian side rejected and prevented the ICRC
from delivering humanitarian assistance,
he recalled.

“Besides, only the 15 (permanent and
non-permanent) members of the UN Secu-
rity Council have the right to draft UN Se-
curity Council resolutions and initiate vot-
ing. Armenia, not being a member of the
UN Security Council, does not have such
authority,” the ministry spokeswoman, Ani
Badalyan, said in written comments to the
press.

Edem Wosornu, Director of Operations
and Advocacy, Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs, said the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC),
said in a statement she has been unable to
transport humanitarian assistance through
the Lachin Corridor or other routes to the
civilian population in the area where Rus-
sian peacekeepers were deployed for sev-
eral weeks. Citing international humanitar-
ian law that States parties must allow and
facilitate the rapid and unimpeded passage
of such aid for all civilians in need, she
stressed it was critical that ICRC’s deliv-
ery of humanitarian relief be allowed to re-
sume through any available routes.

She also underlined that it is incumbent
on the parties not to impede or politicize
any principled humanitarian effort, noting
that the Office will continue to engage with
the parties on humanitarian access to meet
the essential needs of civilians. The United
Nations country teams in both Armenia and
Azerbaijan are also maintaining open chan-
nels with the authorities in those countries
to ensure a response to humanitarian needs,
she reported.

In the ensuing debate, many speakers en-

couraged both parties to respect the com-
mitments made under the 2020 trilateral
agreement between Armenia, Azerbaijan
and the Russian Federation, normalize re-
lations to lay the foundation for a future
peace treaty and ensure that humanitarian
aid and food be allowed to reach the popu-
lation of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the representa-
tive of the United States, Council President
for August, voiced concern over the closure
of the Lachin Corridor, adding that access
to food, medicine and baby formula should
never be held hostage. Accordingly, she
called on Azerbaijan to restore free move-
ment through the Corridor so commercial
and humanitarian vehicles can reach the
population of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Vasily Nebenzya, the representative of
the Russian Federation, while highlighting
the key elements of the trilateral agree-
ments — including the delimiting and de-
marcating the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
der, with Moscow’s assistance — stressed
that Armenian-Azerbaijani reconciliation
is unthinkable without reliable security
guarantees and the observance of the rights
of the inhabitants of Nagorno-Karabakh.
He pointed to his Government’s compro-
mise-based proposal to de-escalate ten-
sions, entailing the parallel opening of cor-
ridors through Aghdam and Lachin.

Nevertheless, said Silvio Gonzato, Dep-
uty Head of Delegation of the European
Union, in its capacity as observer, Baku’s
readiness to supply goods via the city of
Aghdam should not be seen as an alter-
native to reopening the Corridor. Warning
against politization of humanitarian access,
he underscored that movement through the
Lachin Corridor must be reopened imme-
diately.

French Local Authorities Bring
Supplies to Besieged Artsakh

By Jean Eckian

Special to the Mirror-Spectator

PARIS — At the initiative of Anne Hi-
dalgo, mayor of Paris, several local author-
ities have joined forces to provide emer-
gency humanitarian aid to Artsakh, which
has been under siege since December 12,
2022.

A first convoy chartered by the coalition
is due to leave Yerevan in Armenia shortly
and head for the border village of Kornid-
zor, where it will join a group of twenty
other trucks sent by the Armenian govern-
ment and loaded with essential foodstuffs
destined for the Artsakh Armenians. Since
June 15, Azerbaijan’s armed forces have
not allowed any food aid, medicines or
medical convoys through.

“The French local authorities are calling
on the Azerbaijani authorities to comply
with their international obligations, and in
particular with the decision of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice to allow free passage
through the Lachin [Berdzor] corridor,”
said a spokesperson for the local authori-
ties.

The chartered trucks are the vanguard of
a larger flotilla of trucks financed by the co-
alition of French local authorities and due
to reach Kornidzor at the end of August.
A delegation of French elected represen-
tatives supporting the humanitarian initia-
tive in favor of the Artsakh Armenians is
expected to join this forthcoming convoy.

Hidalgo has been supporting the Arme-
nian cause since her investiture as mayor

of Paris in 2014.
(PHOTO JEAN ECKIAN)

Anne Hidalgo at the Armenian Genocide commemoration of April 24, 2021

INTERNATIONAL

Armenia Presents
Statement to ICJ

YEREVAN (Armenpress) — On
August 21, the Representative of the
Republic of Armenia on Internation-
al Legal Matters Yeghishe Kirako-
syan submitted to the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) the Written
Statement of Observations and Sub-
missions on Preliminary Objections
of Azerbaijan with respect to the
Memorial of Armenia in the case
concerning Application of the Inter-
national Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation (Armenia v. Azerbaijan).

Azerbaijan also submitted its
statement.

Canada Foreign Minister To
Visit Armenia for Opening
Of Embassy

YEREVAN  (Armenpress) —
Canadian Foreign Minister Méla-
nie Joly has said that she will visit
Armenia in September to attend the
opening of the Canadian embassy
in Yerevan, during a meeting with
members of the Armenian National
Committee of Canada in Montreal.

The humanitarian situation in
blockaded Artsakh was discussed
during the meeting.

In turn, ANC Canada said in a
statement, “the situation in Art-
sakh is dire and therefore, decisive
action must be taken to ensure the
safety, security and self-determina-
tion of the population. These were
the topics we discussed with Can-
ada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
the Hon. Mélanie Joly yesterday
in Montreal, where we presented
several policy recommendations
that Canada can put into action and
help break the disastrous Artsakh
Blockade.”

Parliament Speaker Awards
Outgoing EU Ambassador
with Medal

YEREVAN (Armenpress) — Par-
liament Speaker Alen Simonyan
awarded outgoing EU Ambassador
Andrea Wiktorin with the Medal
of Honor of the National Assembly
during a farewell meeting August 15.

Simonyan thanked Wiktorin for
her contribution to the strengthen-
ing and deepening of relations be-
tween Armenia and the EU and Ar-
menia’s sustainable development.

“Knowing you and seeing your
caring work for the development of
democratic institutions, | reiterate
our commitment to democratic val-
ues and readiness to not spare any
effort,” Simonyan said during the
meeting.

He highlighted the ambassador’s
direct participation in the projects that
are aimed at supporting the develop-
ment and strengthening of resilience
of Armenia’s southern regions.

Wiktorin said that the EU con-
tinues to be the primary partner
supporting the Armenian govern-
ment’s reforms agenda.

During the meeting the parties
also discussed the deployment
of the EU monitoring mission in
Armenia and the upcoming UN
Security Council meeting on the
humanitarian  situation in Na-
gorno-Karabakh.
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YEREVAN (Combined Sources) — Bel-
gian Foreign Minister Hadja Lahbib urged
Azerbaijan to publicly recognize Arme-
nia’s borders when she visited Yerevan on
August 22.

“We have welcomed the courage of [Ar-
menian Prime Minister] Nikol Pashinyan
who publicly recognized Azerbaijan’s ter-
ritorial integrity, and we call on Azerbai-
jan’s leadership to do the same,” she said
after talks with her Armenian counterpart
Ararat Mirzoyan.

Mirzoyan reiterated Yerevan’s claims
that Baku could lay claim to Armenian
territory even after Pashinyan recognized
Azerbaijani sovereignty over Karabakh
earlier this year.

“So far we have not heard public state-
ments by Azerbaijan’s leadership recogniz-
ing the territorial integrity of Armenia,” he
told a joint news conference with Lahbib.
“We heard such words only during meet-
ings held behind closed doors, and we are
very concerned about this. This may mean
that Azerbaijan has territorial claims to Ar-
menia.”

Mirzoyan said that international medi-
ators should make sure that Baku honors
Armenian-Azerbaijani understandings bro-
kered by them. “Not only are understand-
ings not being respected but we are seeing
opposite processes,” he said, pointing to
the ongoing Azerbaijani blockade of the
Lachin corridor.

Lahbib declared that the situation around
the Lachin corridor is leading to the threat
of starvation and an increase in the inci-
dence among the population of Artsakh,

s
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Belgian FM Urges Azerbaijan to Recognize Armenia’s Borders

Sputnik Armenia reports.

Lahbib made the remarks after meeting
with Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan in Yerevan on Tuesday, August
22.

On August 15, Karabakh Human Rights
Defender’s office reported the first case of
death from starvation.

According to Lahbib, after meeting

curity of the population of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh and the uninterrupted traffic along
the Lachin corridor,” the Belgian Foreign
Minister said.

Lahbib, the first Belgian foreign minis-
ter to visit Armenia in the past eight years,
said at a joint press conference with her Ar-
menian counterpart Ararat Mirzoyan that
the two countries have rich diplomatic re-

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan meets his Belgian counterpart Hadja

Lahbib in Yerevan, August 22, 2023.

with representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, she was con-
vinced that the life of the population of Na-
gorno-Karabakh was in danger, adding that
the situation is unacceptable.

“Azerbaijan is obliged to ensure the se-

lations. She mentioned that 30,000 Arme-
nians live in Belgium.

Speaking about the decision to open an
embassy in Yerevan, the Belgian FM said,
“This powerful gesture shows how much
we value our political relations. We are

willing to further expand relations in all
areas.”

Lahbib said she was moved during her
visit to the Tsitsernakaberd Memorial to
commemorate the victims of the Armenian
Genocide. She said that mankind must nev-
er forget the Armenian Genocide and do
everything to avoid its repetition.

Lahbib added that Belgian and Armenian
businesses are willing to cooperate. A del-
egation of the Wallonia trade agency will
visit Armenia in October, followed by oth-
er delegations. The Belgian FM noted that
the Armenia-EU CEPA is already showing
results in human rights protection and good
governance.

“Armenia is committed to continue
reforms, eliminate all kinds of discrimi-
nations and more effectively combat cor-
ruption. Belgium and the EU will stand
by Armenia on the path of implementing
ambitious programs. The EU is already
contributing to the development of the sus-
tainable, innovative economy, supporting
various startups and SMEs. We are also
participating in the construction of the
North-South road and the launch of a mod-
ern transport network in Yerevan. Belgium
will assume EU presidency on January 1,
2024. Armenia is an important partner for
Europeans, therefore, in this difficult and
unstable global situation, Belgium wants
to strengthen partnership with Armenia,”
Lahbib said.

(Stories from Armenpress, PanArme-
nian.net and Azatutyun were used to com-
pile this report.)

First Armenian Cross-Stone Consecrated and Unvetled in Finland

ESPOO, Finland (Public Radio of Arme-
nia) — On August 19, the consecration and
opening ceremony of the first Armenian
cross-stone (khachkar) in Finland took
place at St. Herman Church of Alaska in
Espoo, the second most populous city of
Finland. The erection of cross-stone was
initiated by the Armenia-Finland union.
The khachkar was created by Arme-
nia-based sculptor Hovhannes Stepanyan.

Hayarpi Drmeyan, representative of the
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia, de-
livered remarks at the event. She stressed
the importance of unveiling the khachkar
dedicated to the Armenian-Finnish friend-
ship and noted that henceforth it will be-
come a unique symbol of the presence of
the Armenian community in Finland. Un-
derlining that this cross-stone is a replica
of one of the khachkars destroyed by Azer-

baijan in Old Jugha (Nakhichevan), she
spoke of the risk of destruction of the Ar-
menian heritage in Nagorno-Karabagh, if

the international community

does not react decisively to

relieve the plight of the Ar-

menian people living in continued block-
ade there.

Daniel Davtyan, the president of the Ar-

menia-Finland Union, Finland’s Ambassa-
dor Kirsti Narinen, Leo Makkonen, Arch-
bishop of Helsinki and all Finland, Father
Petri Korhonen of St. Herman Church, also
delievered remarks at the event.

Bishop Tiran Petrosyan, Pontifical Leg-

ate of Central Europe and Sweden of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, consecrated
the khachkar.

After the ceremony, the Armenian-Finn-
ish Luys (Valo) choir performed national
Armenian songs.
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Center for Truth
And Justice
Highlights
Achievements
and Features
Garo Paylan at
Gala

By Vic Gerami

LOS ANGELES — On October
13, the Center for Truth and Jus-
tice (CFTJ) will hold its third annu-
al gala, titled “Raise Their Voices:
Break the Blockade” in Los Angeles,
with guest of honor Garo Paylan.

CFTJ was established in Novem-
ber 2020 in response to the invasion
of Artsakh (formerly Nagorno-Kara-
bakh). They are a group of lawyers
overseeing the collection of firsthand
testimonial evidence from war sur-
vivors via in-depth, recorded inter-
views. The attorneys run two law
clinics, one in Armenia and one in
Artsakh, which are the first of their
kind. Through their clinics, they train
Armenian law students and young
lawyers to interview survivors of
the war and record their testimonies.
They have conducted hundreds of in-

Garo Paylan

terviews and trained nearly one-hun-
dred current or future lawyers. By
being a permanent home for the
testimonials, CFTJ is a resource for
academic and legal practitioners who
seek to use the evidence for educa-
tion and/or legal action.

The recognition of the Armenian
Genocide of 1915 was possible due
to the overwhelming evidence col-
lected by experts, including testimo-
nies, photographs, interviews, and
other sources. Given Azerbaijan’s
track record of practicing revisionist
history, disinformation, and propa-
ganda, the evidence that the CFTJ
collects is invaluable.

The mission of the CFTJ is to be
a living memorial to crimes against
humanity. By being a permanent
home for testimonials, the Center
makes eyewitness accounts available
for study, education, and legal action
to foster education, empathy, justice,
and change. They preserve evidence

see TRUTH, page 12

Armenians Protest Qutside
UN Headquarters

By Ken Martin
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

NEW YORK — About 200 protesters from
around the United States and Canada filled Dag

Hammarskjold Plaza at the United Nations in
New York, for a rally titled “Open the Road Lachin Corridor for Artsakh,” on Sun-

day, August 20.

The demonstration took place four days after a UN Security Council meeting on
the situation in Artsakh, called for by the Republic of Armenia

The Lachin Corridor has been blocked by Azerbaijan since December 2022,
leading to severe shortages of every vital need, including food and medicines.

Demonstrators, young and old, carried homemade signs expressing their emo-
tions about the situation, and carried American, Armenian and Artsakh Republic
flags, as they met and talked together and listened to speakers who reported on
the situation and let their demands to the UN be known, especially to force the
Azerbaijan regime to open the road for relief supplies to pass through and save
the 120,000 residents some of whom have expired from malnutrition. Speakers
demanded airlifts of food and medical supplies and other necessities begin imme-

diately.

Donald Wilson Bush fired up the crowd
and led chants to open the road and lift the
blockade and hold an airlift, to the people of
Artsakh. Wilson Bush leads the Armenian
National Association and is a descendent of
Woodrow Wilson. Other speakers included
Gayane Hovhannisyan from Canada, a physi-
cian and Associate Medical Officer of Health
at the Region of Peel Public Health in Toron-
to and Karine Kocharyan, producer at Voice
of Armenians TV of NY. Saboo Aghababyan
from Massachusetts spoke about the impor-
tance of solidarity with regards to the grim
situation in Artsakh and the need to keep up
the pressure on the international community
and the United Nations.

All photos by Ken Martin

Senators Padilla,
Menendez Urge UN
Security Council
Resolution to

End Blockade of
Nagorno-Karabakh

WASHINGTON — On August 16,
US Senators Alex Padilla (D-Calif.)
and Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), Chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, sent a letter to United
States Permanent Representative
to the United Nations Linda Thom-
as-Greenfield, urging her to intro-
duce a UN resolution calling for an
immediate end to Azerbaijan’s eight-
month blockade of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, including allowing unfettered
humanitarian access to Armenians in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

As the government of Azerbaijan

Sen. Alex Padilla (D-Ca), Sen.
Robert Menendez (D-NJ)

threatens to ethnically cleanse the
people of Nagorno-Karabakh through
starvation and actively deprive them
of fuel necessary for emergency re-
sponse efforts and other essential
goods, the Senators are calling on the
United Nations to act immediately
according to the mandate in its Char-
ter.

“For eight months Azerbaijan
has gradually tightened a blockade
meant to deprive Armenians in Na-
gorno-Karabakh access to essential
goods, including food and medicine.
On June 15, Azerbaijan effectively
shut down the delivery of all criti-
cal humanitarian assistance, leading
to severe consequences for the tens
of thousands of people living there
including children, the elderly, and
other residents with illnesses and dis-
abilities,” wrote the Senators.

“In your capacity as the President
of the UN Security Council for Au-
gust 2023, we ask that you work with
all UNSC members to pressure the
Azerbaijani government to lift the
blockade and prevent what the evi-
dence suggests is a coordinated effort
to ethnically cleanse the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh,” continued the
Senators.

Padilla has previously denounced
Azerbaijan’s inhumane blockade of
the Lachin Corridor, a vital lifeline
that connects the Armenian people
of Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) with
Armenia. Padilla recently introduced
a bipartisan Senate resolution along-
side Senators Menendez and Marco
Rubio (R-Fla.), condemning the gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan for its block-
ade of the Lachin Corridor and urging
the United States to take immediate
steps to end the ongoing humanitar-
ian crisis.
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LOS ANGELES — On August 13, 2023,
the Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Regis-
try (ABMDR) conducted a donor recruit-
ment drive in Los Angeles to help save
the life of Rev. Harut Khachatryan, senior
pastor at United Armenian Congregational
Church (UACC).

Khachatryan, 39, is suffering from leu-
kemia, a life-threatening illness. He may
urgently need a bone marrow stem cell
transplant, which requires a matched donor.

The recruitment drive, which was orga-
nized jointly by UACC, ABMDR and Rev.
Khachatryan’s family, took place at the hall
of the church.

Prior to the recruitment drive, during
church service, ABMDR president Dr.
Frieda Jordan addressed the congregants.
She familiarized them with the mission of
ABMDR as well as the simple, painless

ABMDR president Dr. Frieda Jordan
addressing congregants at United
Armenian  Congregational  Church,
prior to the donor-recruitment drive.
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Bone Marrow Donor Registry Holds Drive to Help
Save Life of Rev. Harut Khachatryan

The donor-recruitment drive.

process of becoming a donor, and urged
every healthy person between the ages of
18 and 50 to register with ABMDR as a po-
tential bone marrow stem cell donor.
“Being a donor is a wonderful opportu-
nity to bring hope to someone,” Dr. Jordan
said. “Imagine, you could be the one who

saves Rev. Harut’s life, or the life of any of
the numerous Armenian patients who are
currently waiting for their hero: a matched
donor who will enable them to have a
life-saving transplant.”

The congregation responded enthusias-
tically to Jordan’s appeal, as a total of 80

OBITUARY

individuals registered as potential bone
marrow stem cell donors.

“I’d like to extend my heartfelt gratitude
to the United Armenian Congregation-
al Church administration, and especially
Aleen Khanjian, for organizing this great
event,” Jordan said.

Hrayr Toukhanian

Director of ‘Assignment Berlin” Film Based on
Life of Soghomon Tehlirian

DETROIT — Film director and edi-
tor Hrary Toukhanian died on August 15,
2023. He was 91.

He was born in 1933 in Beirut, to the late
Bedros and Eugenie Toukhanian and the
husband of the late Sona (Dabanian).

He leaves children Peter (Nicole)
Toukhanian and Maral (Mark) Mamassian;
grandchildren Hripsime (Eric), Maral,
Arevik (Nicholas) and Maxine Sona and
great-grandchildredn Vahe and Rose. In ad-
dition, he was the brother of Sebouh (Mau-
reen) Toukhanian, Seta (Dr. Ohan) Tabaki-
an and the late Hourig (Robert) Jacobs.

He was best known as the producer, di-
rector and editor of the 1982 film “Assign-
ment Berlin,” starring Eddy Mekka. The
film was based on the story of Soghomon
Tehlirian, who assassinated Talaat Pasha in
Berlin in 1923, to avenge the deaths of 1.5
million Armenians by the Ottoman govern-
ment.

The film was one of 20 showcased at the
Florence film Festival.

In addition, he won many awards, in-
cluding the coveted Gold Medal award of
New York International Film Festival for
his documentary, “Heart of a Nation.”

The Tekeyan Cultural Association hon-

ored Toukhanian about eight years ago for
having directed and produced “Assigment
Berlin.”

In recognizing Toukhanian for his ded-
icated services to the Armenian cause for
justice, Edmond Azadian, the newly elect-

ed president of the national Tekeyan asso-
ciation, said “tonight we honor a talented
man for his professional talent and dedica-
tion we emphasize for the pioneering ven-
ture in perpetuating Soghomon Tehlirian’s
immortal deed and serving the entire Arme-
nian community without any distinction.”

A private funeral has taken place.

In lieu of flowers memorial donations
are to St. John Armenian Church or World
Medical Relief.
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CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — The Humans
of the Wyss (HOW) series features inter-
views with members of the Wyss Institute
at Harvard University, a research and de-
velopment engine for disruptive innovation
powered by bioinspired technologies.

The latest subject is Erik Aznauryan.
He received his BS in biomedical sciences
from Newcastle University, MA in biotech-
nology from Columbia University, and PhD
in Bioengineering from ETH Zdirich. In his
Ph.D. work Erik identified novel genomic
safe harbors — sites suitable for safe and
long-term therapeutic gene insertion and
expression. As a Technology Development
Fellow, he is exploring and validating new
genome editing tools for efficient insertion
of large genes into genomic safe harbors,
with applications in gene and cell therapies
as well as mammalian synthetic biology.

Growing up with an ophthalmologist as
a father, Erik Aznauryan’s interest in med-
icine began at a young age. Eventually, he
realized that the scientific aspects of medi-
cine interested him far more than the clin-
ical aspects. Now, instead of prescribing
treatments, he’s creating them. At the Wyss,
he’s developing a next-generation genome
editing platform to more safely and effec-
tively treat genetic diseases, like beta-thal-
assemia or cystic fibrosis. Learn more about

COMMUNITY NEWS

Wyss Institute’s Erik Aznauryan Discusses
Lifelong Treatment of Genetic Diseases

Erik and his work in this
summer Humans of the
Wyss.

What are you work-
ing on?

I’'m working on a
next-generation ge-
nome editing platform
called HarborSite. This
multi-component tech-
nology allows us to
make large, -efficient,
durable and safe chang-
es in the human genome
for therapeutic purposes.
Specifically, we can use
it to introduce functional copies of mutated
genes into desired spots in the genome of
the affected cells to alleviate the effects of
those mutations.

What real-world problem does this
solve?

Genetic diseases, like cystic fibrosis,
are conditions that result from detrimental
mutations in human genes. Often, these
are large genes that are altered in multiple
spots. To treat them, you would need to fix
each mutation in the gene. Current gene-ed-
iting methods are focused on fixing one
mutation at a time, which is not scalable,
or if they address all of them by introducing

Erik Aznauryan (Humans of the Wyss photo)

an entire functional copy of the gene, the
process is either very inefficient or unsafe,
or the effects are not durable.

Our tool attempts to treat genetic diseases
by inserting full copies of therapeutic genes
into safe locations in the human genome in
a more efficient way than the options avail-
able now.

What inspired you to get into this field?

My dad is a pediatric ophthalmologist,
so he instilled in me an interest in medicine
at a very young age. At first, I thought I’d
become a doctor, but | soon realized the
scientific aspects of medicine, like devel-
oping new therapies, excited me more than

the world.

the merits of each applicant.
10)
11)

12)

Tekeyan Cultural Association, Inc.

Dr. Nubar Berberian 2023 Annual Awards

Dr. Nubar Berberian, intellectual, journalist, activist and editor of many ADL daily newspapers for more than
50 years passed away at the age of 94 in November 23, 2016. In his Will, Dr. Berberian directed his Trust Fund
managers to appropriate awards every year to college students of Armenian descent worldwide who major in
either International Law or Political Science.

ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS

1) Eligible recipients are college students of Armenian descent who major in
either International Law or Political Science.

2) Applicant must be enrolled in a full-time graduate program in a fully accredited college or university in

3) Applicant must provide all of the information requested on the application form.
4) Applicant must submit a copy of his or her most recent college transcript.
5) Applicant is to include a small head and shoulders self-portrait.

6) Application could be received by requesting from Tcadirector@Aol.com.

7) Applicants should submit applications electronically (via email) to: Tcadirector@Aol.com,

8) The deadline of receiving the applications is September 30, 2023.

9) The administrators and managers of the fund will vote the qualified winners in October, 2023 based on

The winners will receive their awards in November, 2023
Winning applicants are not eligible to apply again.

This announcement is published in Armenian, English, French and Spanish.

Watertown, MA, August 10, 2023

the clinical aspects, so | switched my focus.
Being exposed to a wide range of scientif-
ic projects during undergraduate and mas-
ter’s studies — from mitochondrial diseas-
es to metabolic engineering to non-coding
RNAs — helped me decide what to focus on
in graduate school.

What continues to motivate you?

It’s an incredible opportunity to build a
new, exciting technology from the ground
up and ultimately be able to impact a lot of
people. Plus, I’m not doing this alone. My
primary partner is Tina Lebar, and the ener-
gy that she puts into this work radiates onto
me. We also partnered with Business De-
velopment Manager Bill Bedell who helps
us think of our technology in commercially
relevant terms.

What excites you most about your
work?

The environment you are in dictates your
state of mind to a large extent, and the en-
vironment at the Wyss is so supportive of
translational research. Being surrounded
by people who are not only scientifically
rigorous, but also looking to apply their
knowledge and skills to create therapeutic
products, is incredibly motivating — you
realize that your mindset is shared by many
of your peers.

The environment you are in dictates your
state of mind to a large extent, and the en-
vironment at the Wyss is so supportive of
translational research.

What are some of the challenges that
you face?

You can spend a year without any desired
or meaningful data that you need to move
on to the next step. Of course, when you
finally get it there’s a big celebration. But
maintaining that motivation and direction
towards your goal can be challenging when
there are a lot of setbacks. For me, the po-
tential to create something that will one day
be a solution for many people keeps me go-
ing during those times.

How did you begin your journey with
the Wyss? Why did you want to work
here?

It’s very hard not to hear about the Wyss
if you’re in the biotech world! It’s one of
the best institutes for biology research and
beyond. George Church is a pioneer of ge-
nome editing, so | also wanted to work with
him. During my Ph.D. | reached out to him,
shared my previous research and future
project ideas. Luckily, he was interested in
having me come over and connected me
with former Wyss postdoc, Denitsa Mila-
nova. We got along immediately. | appre-
ciate both of them so much for their part in
my scientific journey. I worked with them
as a visiting graduate student from October
2019 to May 2020, which was a very fruit-
ful time. Once I finished my Ph.D., I re-
turned to the Wyss as a postdoc — and now
as a Technology Development Fellow — to
focus on my current work.

What is unique about the Wyss and
how has that impacted your work?

One thing | really like about the Wyss
is the diversity of expertise, which I think
is most important for science. You have
people who are world leaders in different
scientific areas under one roof. I can tap
into their knowledge, and they can tap
into mine. This dramatically facilitates the
progress of my research. Additionally, the
internal project funding structure devel-
oped in the Institute is incredibly valuable
for early-stage technologies seeking further
de-risking.

see GENETICS, page 10
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Of Genetic Diseases

GENETICS, from page 9

How do you collaborate with other
teams across the Wyss?

Because there are people with all differ-
ent expertise, it’s easy when there’s a central
point of contact. Jenny Tam is a member of
the Advanced Technology Team and over-
sees many projects. Whenever I’m looking
for something, she can connect me with the
right person. For example, when we initially
applied to become a Validation Project, we
were going to use a type of stem cells that we
had never tried before. It turned out there was
a group in Don Ingber’s lab that had been
working on them for a long time, and another
group in the Church lab that was starting to
use them as well. All three teams connected
over that, sharing protocols, knowledge, ex-
periments, and relevant results.

How have your previous work and per-
sonal experiences shaped your approach
to your work today?

The key to working in a field where you
have very delayed gratification or results,
like science, is to maintain your focus and
motivation. Doing a Ph.D. is such a lengthy
and complicated journey, and you’re so en-
trenched in your topic 24/7, that it is very
easy to be overwhelmed. Going through
that helped me build the mental resilience to
handle unexpected or unfortunate outcomes.
That’s something I’ll apply throughout my
career. Additionally, being an immigrant
makes you accustomed to leaving your
comfort zone, which is a very useful skill
when navigating the scientific unknowns.

The key to working in a field where you
have very delayed gratification or results,
like science, is to maintain your focus and
motivation.

When you’re not in the lab, how do you
like to spend your time?

I have two kids, and they take up most
of my non-work time. Mornings, evenings
and weekends are dedicated to them. Our
broader family is very closely connected, so
we try to share our free time together. 1 also
volunteer for science education initiatives in
Armenia where | come from.

What’s something unique about you

that someone wouldn’t know from your
resume?

I really enjoy playing piano and saxo-
phone. I don’t think I’m particularly good at
either, but | enjoy it as something for myself.
The saxophone is hard on the neighbors, but
we have an electric piano, so | can adjust the
volume, making it easier to practice.

If you had to choose an entirely differ-
ent career path, what would it be?

It would be something related to foreign
relations in a government organization, like
some kind of diplomatic work. It’s exciting
building ties with people from different plac-
es and cultures and aligning diverging inter-
ests into mutually beneficial solutions. Plus,
| speak four languages — English, Armenian,
Russian, and Spanish — so that would help.

What does it feel like to be working on
cutting-edge technology that has the poten-
tial to have a real and significant impact on
people’s lives and society?

I know I’m in a great place, given this
amazing chance, surrounded by smart people,
S0 it’s my duty to take advantage and develop
something that will be valuable for others.

It’s very inspiring. Knowing what | do
will ultimately be beneficial to others is
what motivates me during those times of
delayed gratification. It also brings a lot of
responsibility — I know I’m in a great place,
given this amazing chance, surrounded by
smart people, so it’s my duty to take ad-
vantage and develop something that will be
valuable for others.
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MEDIA COVERAGE OF ARMENIA AND
KARABAKH TODAY Journalists’ Panel and O&A

Wiith the partcipation of:

David Ignatius

Ken Dilanian
(Washington Post) (NBC News)

.
Eric Hacopian ~ Amberin Zaman

(CivilNVet) (Al-Monitor)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27,2023

7:00-8:30 PM (Free and open to the public)

Tufts University, Medford, MA

Joyce Cummings Center, Room 270

Complimentary parking. Light Reception to Follow.

90 TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28,2023

Boston Burlington Marriott, Burlington, MA

I
KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

Robert

Avetisyan

Representative of the
Nagorno Karabakh
Republic in the US

]
EMCEE
Sona

Movsesian

Author, podcast co-host
and personal assistant to
Conan O’Brien

Cocktail Reception | 6:30 pm
Dinner and Program | 7:30 pm
Seats are $300 per person

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE

a cappella trio

From left: Teni Apelian, Anais Tekerian, Yeraz Markarian

To learn more about this two-

day celebration, reserve your

seat or donate: please visit www.
mirrorspectator.com or contact
Hasmik at mirrorads75@gmail.com
(617) 924-4420 ext.103
Sponsorship opportunities are
available also at http://givebutter.
com/UMfFeB
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GLENDALE — On Tuesday, August
15 a delegation representing the Tekey-
an Cultural Association (TCA) visited
the Consulate General of the Republic
of Armenia in Los Angeles and met
with Karen lIsrayelyan, the newly ap-
pointed consul general. A career diplo-
mat, Consul General Israyelyan warmly
welcomed the TCA representatives. On
behalf of the delegation, Mihran Tou-
majan, assistant secretary of the Central

Board of the TCA in the United States
and Canada, congratulated Israyelyan
on his recent appointment.

The TCA delegates provided back-
ground information about the organi-
zation and the three Los Angeles-based
TCA chapters. A number of topics were
discussed relative to the motherland and
diaspora-homeland relations. Consul
General Israyelyan noted present-day
prospects and challenges facing diaspo-

Tekeyan Cultural Association Delegation Meets with Newly
Appointed Consul General

ran communities, and emphasized the
importance of homeland repatriation for
diasporan Armenians.

Also participating in the meeting
were Sevan Deirbadrossian, vice-chair-
person of the TCA Metro Los Angeles
chapter, Mayda Kuredjian, TCA West
Coast executive secretary, and Carl Bar-
dakian, chairman of the TCA Metro Los

From left, Sevan Deirbadrossian, Mayda

Angeles chapter and a member of the
Central Board.

Kuredjian, Consul General Karen Israelyan,
Mihran Toumajan and Carl Bardakian

The Armenian Alphabet at the Melkonian Educational Institute in Nicosia,
Cyprus (photo Alexander-Michael Hadjilyra via Wikimedia Commons)

Questions for Armenians Born
Between 1930 and 1959

Were you born into an Armenian fam-
ily in the 1930s, 1940s or 1950s? Were
different languages used in your home?
If you are an Armenian speaker, do you
speak Armenian differently today than
your parents or grandparents did? If you
attended Armenian school or took West-
ern Armenian classes, did the kind of Ar-
menian you heard at home differ from the
kind of Armenian you heard in the class-

room?

Jennifer Manoukian—a postdoctor-
al researcher in Armenian studies at the
University of California, Irvine — is re-
searching language use in the post-geno-
cide Armenian diaspora and needs your
help. If you answered yes to any of the
questions above and would like to share
your childhood memories about language,
please contact her at jsmanouk@uci.edu.

Center for Truth And Justice
Features Garo Paylan at Gala

TRUTH, from page 7
and make it accessible for current or future
proceedings in Armenia or abroad.

Garo Paylan, an Armenian born in Tur-
key, was among the few Armenians elected
to the Grand National Assembly of Turkey
and served for two consecutive terms in
2015-2018 and 2018-2023, representing Is-
tanbul and Diyarbakir. Though a politician,
Paylan is also a leading democracy activ-
ist in Turkey. He is a founding member of
the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) and,
since 2016, was the first Armenian in the
history of the Republic of Turkey to public-
ly discuss the Armenian genocide of 1915
from the podium of the Turkish parliament.
Paylan is recognized for his activism on
human rights and minority rights in Turkey.
He has received several awards, including
the Grand Vermeil Medal, and has twice
been nominated for the Nobel peace prize.

Artsakh is finally getting some atten-
tion after nearly three years of deafening
silence from the international community
and the media, following the report by the
founding prosecutor of the International
Criminal Court, Luis Moreno Ocampo,

who classified the situation in Artsakh as
Genocide. Meanwhile, Armenia requested
an emergency meeting of the United Na-
tions Security Council to address the ‘de-
terioration of the humanitarian situation’ in
Artsakh due to Azerbaijan’s illegal block-
ade of the Lachin Corridor, the only road
connecting the Republic of Artsakh to Ar-
menia and the rest of the world.

The attendance of Paylan at the CFTJ’s
event is significant and a rare occur-
rence for a public servant who isn’t about
self-promotion and rarely travels to the
United States. In addition to Paylan’s
speech and the Center presenting their last
year’s achievements, their new initiatives
will be announced at the gala. The event
aims to collect funds for the CFTJ’s initia-
tives of collecting evidence of war crimes,
preparing public reports and confidential
filings, and offering the facts that interna-
tional law experts need to hold Azerbaijan
accountable.

The event will take place at the Taglyan
Cultural Center, 1201 Vine St., Los Ange-
les. To purchase tickets or to learn more
about the event, visit cftjustice.org
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‘Aurora’s
Sunrise’ to
Screen at
Fresno State

FRESNO — The Armenian Stud-
ies Program and CineCulture will
present the Fresno premiere of “Au-
rora’s Sunrise” on Friday, Septem-
ber 1, at 5.30 p.m., in the Leon S.
and Pete Peters Educational Center
Auditorium (5010 N. Woodrow
Ave.), on the Fresno State campus.
Following the screening, which is
part of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram Fall 2023 Lecture Series, the
audience will have the opportunity
to discuss the film with director Inna
Sahakyan.

“Aurora’s Sunrise” is Armenia’s
official entry to the 95th Academy
Awards and is a “Critic’s Pick” of
the New York Times. The film was
made possible with the academic
contribution of the Zoryan Institute
and is based on its Oral History Ar-
chive.

At only 14 years old, Mardiganian
lost everything during the Armenian
Genocide. Two years later, through

luck and extraordinary courage, she
escaped to New York, where her sto-
ry became a media sensation. Star-
ring as herself in “Auction of Souls,”
an early Hollywood blockbuster,
Mardiganian became the face of one
of the largest charity campaigns in
American history. With a blend of
vivid animation, interviews with
Mardiganian herself, and 18 minutes
of surviving footage from her lost si-
lent epic, “Aurora’s Sunrise” revives
a forgotten story of survival.

For over 15 years, Sahakyan has
directed and produced feature-length
documentaries, doc series, and
shorts that have been broadcast in-
ternationally. She focuses on uncov-
ering untold and forgotten stories
while exploring the nature of hu-
manity through intimate and innova-
tive filmmaking.

In 2022, “Aurora’s Sunrise,” be-
came a festival favorite and screened
at over 40 festivals, winning several
awards. Sahakyan has also worked
as a producer on documentaries such
as “One, Two, Three” and “Donkey-
mentary.”

Admission for the film screen-
ing and discussion is free and free
parking is available near the west
entrance of the SaveMart center. A
parking pass is not required for the
Friday evening presentation.

For information about upcom-
ing Armenian Studies Program
presentations, please follow us on
our Facebook page, @Armenian-
StudiesFresnoState or at the Pro-
gram website, https:/fresnostate.
edu/armenianstudies.

Maurizio Redegoso Kharitian

‘Discovering Armenia Was a Turning Point in My Life!’

YEREVAN-TURIN — Italian musician Mau-
rizio Redegoso Kharitian (born in 1970 in Turin
(Torino) to a Genoese singer/guitarist father and
a French-Armenian dancer mother) has played various instruments since his childhood
(piano, flute, violin). At Torino, Novara and Paris conservatory he studied viola and quar-
tet. He founded a string quartet named after the Swiss composer Arthur Honegger, which
win one first prize and three international second prizes. He performed with Orchestra
Sinfonica Nazionale della Rai, Orchestra dell’ Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in
Rome, European Union Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra of the Bach Akademie Stuttgart,
European Music Projet, etc. and soloist with Offerta Musicale Chamber Orchestra of
Venice, Ensemble of Orchestra Rai, Orchestra “Stefano Tempia” di Torino. He also has
made audio and video recordings for Rai Trade, Decca, Arion, Stradivarius, Real Sound,
Nuova Era, Rai, Mediaset, Delta Video.

By Artsvi Bakhchinyan
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

Maurizio, in your long professional activities, you have played different genres
of music: classical, pop, jazz, ethnic, theatrical. Do they complement or clash with
each other?

Although I only started studying my first instrument at the age of 10, I was lucky
enough to listen a lot of music from different genres as a child because my father had a
recording studio at home. I grew up with a variety of sounds and styles with me and that |
found again later. Despite having classical training which was very important and which
prevailed for a long time, | felt the need to step outside the rigid schemes of the academic
world. To enter into the merits of the question, nothing can be totally improvised and re-
search is required for any kind of musical expression that one wishes to address. Person-
ally I am attracted by mixing genres, as long as you have awareness and respect for the
origins of each tradition and then undertake the artistic path more in line with your talent.

You have performed the music of Ennio Morricone under the direction of the
maestro himself. How was this cooperation?

It happened in 2013, on the occasion of many concerts dedicated to him as a tribute
to his enormous career as a film scorer. I was part of the Rai National Symphony
Orchestra. It was obviously a very emotional experience to play his fantastic music
under his direction and despite his advanced age — he was 86 at the time. He con-
veyed great attention to every musical detail. I’ve played that repertoire dozens of
other times but that circumstance represented a privilege to have received the deep
humanity directly from whoever wrote them. Twenty years earlier with another or-
chestra I had played his “contemporary classical” compositions, very difficult and
particular which did not reveal anything of his film style; instead recently I played
some chamber music that was then used for some film work.

You also have participated in several editions of Pavarotti & Friends, accompa-
nying the likes of Dionne Warwick, Elton John, Eric Clapton, Caetano \eloso, B.
B. King, Lionel Richie and Deep Purple. Any special memories connected to those
celebrities?

First of all I remember the great excitement those events because there was a big
media movement around. | remember the great professionalism of all these great art-
ists who made themselves available to duet with the great Luciano Pavarotti. As | said
before about the cross pollination of musical genres, when there are great artists, every-
thing is possible and right from the rehearsals one had the impression of speaking the
same language. In general, | can say that every single artist of every edition of Pavarotti
& Friends reminds me that behind every artistic expression there is, in addition to tal-
ent, a lot of sacrifice and hard work.

When did you first get acquainted with Armenian music?

My very first experience with Armenian music was listening to my mother’s voice
singing me some traditional song. | was fascinated by the beauty of the very musical
language. In the house there were also some audio cassettes that occasionally played.

see KHARITIAN, page 14

New CD, Book
For Composer
Hayg Boyadjian

LEXINGTON, Mass. —Grammy
nominee composer Hayg Boyadjian’s
composition, Variations on a theme
by Bach for piano solo was recorded
as part of the recently-released CD on
the Navona label, “Sustain Vol. 3,”
in Germany by virtuoso Armenian
pianist Armen-Levon Manaseryan.

Born in Yerevan, Manaseryan
lives in Bonn, Germany and studied
for many years there.

The CD is now available on Ama-
zon and other internet sites. The press
has called the composition by Boyad-
jian, very
delicate,
unusual.

A critic
and mu-
sicologist
from the
Colorado
Universi-
ty wrote, “Keep in mind that this is a
21st century piece relying on the use
of a Baroque period counterpoint.
Boyadjian makes use of retrograde,
inversion, variations of rhythmic
figures, ornamentation, and canon.
As the piece progresses, it begins
to sound more and more familiar in
spite of the avant-garde harmonies
and enharmonic writing. It is truly an
epiphany.”

Manaseryan earlier had performed
the European premiere of the varia-
tions at the Steinway Hall in Frank-
furt, Germany (place of the Steinway
piano factory). The concert was spon-
sored by the Harvard Club of Germa-
ny.

Manaseryan performed the fa-
mous Beethoven 32 Variations on an
original Theme for comparison with
Boyadjian’s variations. He repeated
the program in Brussels, Belgium.
Manaseryan often performs Boyad-
jian’s piano music including pieces
that Boyadjian has written and ded-
icated to him.

Coincidentally, Boyadjian recent-
ly became part of another project.
The book The Power of Oral History
Narratives was recently published by
Information Age Publishing, Inc. and
includes a chapter on Boyadjian’s life
history.

The subtitle of the book reads
“Lived Experiences of International
Global Scholars and Artists in Their
Native Country and After Immigrat-
ing to the United States,” edited by
Toni Fuss Kirkwood-Tucker, Florida
State University and Frans H. Dop-
pen, Ohio University.

The book includes also writers
from Africa, Asia, Caribbean, Eur-
asia, Middle East, and South America.

Boyadjian’s narrative story begins
with his parents, survivors of the Ar-
menian genocide of 1915 perpetrated
by the Turks on the Armenian pop-
ulation. According to most scholars
half of the Armenian population (one
and a half million people) were exter-
minated in horrendous, indescribable
ways. There are many books of eye-
witnesses describing these atrocities.
One of these is the autobiography of
Henry Morgenthau, the American
ambassador to Turkey.
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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS & PROGRAMS

CALIFORNIA

OCTOBER 14 — The Orange County Trex Fraternity presents Kef Time So-

Cal at Bagramian Hall Mezza 900 W. Lincoln Avenue, Montebello. Featur-
ing Hagopian Kef Time Legacy Band. Saturday, 6 p.m. to 1a.m. ORDER
TICKETS ONLINE: orange-county-trex-fraternity.ticketleap.com Adults
$85. Students, College Age & Younger $65. Table Sponsor $800. For More
Information Contact: Ralph Dergazarian 714.681.3013 ¢ Brian Melkesian
626.827.8434 Chuck Simonian 559.799.3949 ¢ Ari Gulugian 949.701.8006

MASSACHUSETTS

AUGUST 27 — Armenian Church at Hye Pointe Picnic, 1280 Boston Road,

Haverhill, 12 noon to 5 p.m. Live music with the fabulous Jason Naroian
Ensemble. Menu includes Lamb Shish, Losh & Chicken Kebab, Kheyma,
Vegetarian Plate Available. Beverages including Cash Bar. Cash Raffles.
Air Conditioned Hall. Bring your lawn chairs for sitting outside. Tours of
the new church will be given. For more info please visit www.hyepointear-
menianchurch.org or call (978) 3729227. Take Rte. 495 N to exit 106, bear
right at the end of the ramp and follow the signs.

SEPTEMBER 3 — St. Mark Armenian Church’s Annual Armenian Festival will

be held on the church grounds on Sunday, from 12pm to 6pm, 2427 Wil-
braham Road, Springfield. Hot dinners feature St. Mark’s signature Losh
Kebab (made of ground beef, lamb and a variety of herbs) and Chicken Ke-
bab, along with Porov Kufteh, which was added to the menu last year and
is an Armenian-style meatball made of ground lamb and beef. Attendees
can enjoy an array of ethnic baked goods and sweets, and Soorj, Armenian
coffee, will also be available. There will also be a cultural booth with hand-
made Armenian jewelry and other items made in Armenia, and a raffle. All
proceeds from the Fest benefit the ministries of St. Mark Armenian Church.
stmarkarmenianchurch.org, or call (413) 783-5793. Admission to the festi-
val and parking are free. The event will be held rain or shine (there will be
plenty of seating under tents).

Armenian Heritage Park Weekly through October 24 at 12:15pm MIDDAY

LABYRINTH WALKS AT THE PARK. Armenian Heritage Park on The Gre-
enway, Boston Tuesdays for all who work and live in the city and beyond,
an opportunity for connection and wellbeing. Offered In collaboration with
Boston Public Health Commission and The Greenway Conservancy.

Weekly through October 25 at 4pm

TEA & TRANQUILITY. Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway, Boston
Wednesdays to Meet & Greet. Walk the Labyrinth. Marvel at Abstract
Sculpture. Write a Wish on a Ribbon for The Wishing Tree. Refreshments.
SEPTEMBER 9 — Armenian Heritage Park at 11am. LET'S MEET AT THE
PARK! COLLEGE STUDENTS IN BOSTON & BEYOND RSVP appreciated,
please email hello@ArmenianHeritagePark.org with name of your college
SEPTEMBER 21 — Thursday WELCOME RECEPTION FOR NEW CITIZENS
following their Naturalization Ceremony at Faneuil Hall Supported by the
Noubar and Anna Afeyan Endowed Fund for Public Program. For details.
email hello@ArmenianHeritagePark.org

SEPTEMBER 23 — JEAN APPOLON EXPRESSIONS: DANCE PERFOR-
MANCE AT THE PARK, Momentum Greenway Dance Program, presented
by Amazon, 11:00am and 3:00pm. Rain date: September 24 Inspired by the
Park’s design and key features, Artistic Director Jean Appolon selected the
Park to create this original piece.

OCTOBER 7 — MOMENTUM GREENWAY DANCE PROGRAM presented
by Amazon, Four dance companies perform on The Greenway including at
Armenian Heritage Park. 11:00am ConWnuum Dance Project at Auntie Kay
& Uncle Frank Chin Park. 12:30pm Vimoksha Dance Company at Rowes
Wharf Plaza, 1:30pm Jean Appolon Expressions at Armenian Heritage Park,
2:30pm Public Displays of MoWon at Carolyn Lynch Garden

NOVEMBER 12 — Sunday at 2pm GIVING THANKS! TOGETHER IN CELE-
BRATION Meet & Greet. Walk the Labyrinth. Tie a Ribbon on the Wishing

Tree. Share the Warmth: ABCD Winter Drive

Sunday, December 10 at 4:30pm

DECEMBER 10 — CANDLELIT LABYRINTH WALK: IN PEACE & HARMO-
NY "Boston's Newest Holiday TradiWon” Walk the Candlelit Labyrinth.
Meet & Greet. Hot Chocolate & Luscious Cookies. Share the Warmth:
ABCD Winter Drive

SEPTEMBER 9 — Saturday, at 11am, LET'S MEET AT THE PARK! FOR COL-
LEGE STUDENTS IN BOSTON & BEYOND. Meet & Greet. Eat & Enjoy.
Welcome at 11am. Walk the Labyrinth. Write a Wish on a ribbon for The
Wishing Tree. To receive the e-invite, please email first and last name of
the student(s), college each attending, year graduating and email to hel-
lo@ArmenianHeritagePark.org. We will ask they invite their roommate(s)
to join us, too.

SEPTEMBER 11 — Saint James Men's Club and Holy Trinity Men’s Union will
have a joint meeting on Monday, at the Holy Trinity Center, 145 Brattle
Street, Cambridge. Guest Speaker will be Matt Slater of the New England
Patriots. Mezza at 5;45, dinner at 6;45, Kheyma or losh dinner $20.00. Will
appreciate R.S.V.P. to the church office 617-354-0632.

SEPTEMBER 29 —Save the date! City of Smile-USA will host "A Tribute to
Coco Chanel Who Loved Pearls.” Friday, 11.30 a.m., Oakley Country Club,
Watertown. Pearl jewelry raffle fundraiser and shopping the world’s larg-
est collection of pearl jewelry designs at incredible direct-from-producer
savings. City of Smile-USA is dedicated to treating the children of Armenia
who have cancer.

OCTOBER 14 — The Armenian Friends of America, Inc., presents Hye Kef 5,
a five-hour dance featuring Harry Bedrossian, John Berberian, Leon Jani-
kian, Bob Raphaelian and Jason Naroian. Saturday, 6.30 p.m. to midnight,
The Armenian Church at Hye Pointe, 1280 Boston Road, Haverhill. AFA
rooms available at Double Tree by Hildong, Andover. Ask for AFA room
rates. Ticket prices $50 for the dance and mezza platters. Coffee and des-
sert to follow. Cash bar. Tables of 8, $385. Advance tickets only. No tickets
will be sold at the door. Ticket sales final. Online at armenianfriendsofam-
erica.org or call Lu Sirmaian 978-314-1956 or Mary Ann Janjigian 603-770-
3375. Proceeds to benefit The Armenian Churches of Merrimack Valley.

OCTOBER 27-28 — Mark your calendars. Celebrating the 90th anniversary of
the Armenian Mirror-Spectator with two spectacular events. First, a panel
discussion on Friday, October 27, with renowned journalists including Da-
vid Ignatius from the Washington Post, Ken Dilanian from NBC News, and
Eric Hacopian from CivilNet, at Tufts University. Second, a spectacular gala
benefit on Saturday, October 28. The gala, at the Burlington Marriott, will
be MC-ed by the irrepressible Sona Movsesian, who calls herself the Worst
Assistant in the World, in her capacity as assistant to the one and only
Conan O’Brien, and feature as keynote Speaker Artsakh’s Representative
to the US Robert Avetisyan.

NEW YORK

SEPTEMBER 24 — St. Gregory the Enlightener Church Picnic Annual Picnic
& "Fall Family Fair"” at St. Gregory Armenian Church in White Plains, from
noon until 5:00 p.m. Featuring Armenian music, Raffles and Fun Activities
for the children. Traditional Armenian Food and Wine. Admission and park-
ing are free. "North Street” Exit 25 on Hutchinson River Parkway, 1131
North St, White Plains, N.Y. Phone: 914-428-2595 or Saintgregorychurch-
wp@gmail.com

NOVEMBER 4 — SAVE THE DATE! 12 Vocations: The Ongoing Promise of St.
Nersess Seminary. Help us celebrate the vocations of the next 12 priests
and lay ministers who studied at St. Nersess and St. Vladimir's Seminaries.
Details, invitations, and booklet donations can be found on www.stner-
sess.edu.

Send Calendar Items to the Mirror-Spectator: To send calendar items to the
Mirror-Spectator, email alin@mirrorspectator.com or alin.gregorian@gmail.
com. You can also visit our website, www.mirrorspectator.com, and find the
"calendar” section under the heading “More."” You can also mail them to the
Armenian Mirror-Spectator, 755 Mount Auburn St., Watertown, MA 02472.
All calendar entries must be received by noon on Monday before publication.
There is no fee for calendar entries.

Maurizio Redegoso Kharitian: ‘Discovering Armenia Was a Turning Point in My Life!’

KHARITIAN, from page 13

My direct experiences have been listen-
ing to the choirs of the Armenian Monks of
the Mkhitarist Monastery of San Lazzaro
in Venice which shocked me by their depth:
the musical style was completely original
and fascinating. And then, during my first
trip to Armenia, after my mother’s death
in 2007, | listened to all forms of musical
expression: traditional, sacred, classical,
ballet music as well the legendary sound of
the duduk!

From where your maternal grandpar-
ents were?

My grandmother Alice Hanna was born
in Alexandret, now in Turkey, and my
grandfather, Arshavir, in Constantinople in

1912, but three years later, he lost his par-
ents. He was soon drafted into the French
army and was stationed in the Middle East
and with his large family (ten children)
toured a lot until arriving in Marseille at
the 1960s. He left me four handwritten
books in Armenian and one typed book in
Turkish. 1I’d like to know what they contain
and possibly publish them. The four man-
uscripts in Armenian are divided as fol-
lows. Title translated into a novel in French
called Dea, based on a real life written by
Arshavir Kharitian.” It consists of 387 pag-
es and was finished in 1968. The story is
about a French-Armenian family in Istan-
bul and begins with an economic disaster
caused by the bad governance of the head
of the family which forces a young woman

to marry a merchant’s son. Through many
adventures we also arrive at the publication
of a book titled The Lonely Souls which
will make a fortune and will also win an
important prize.

Apparently, the sequel to the first, also
entitled in French Le chemin en Lumiere,
was written in 1969-70. My grandfather
has also another book finished in 1970,
with a title, and yet a fourth one, also unti-
tled. The total of these books is 1527 pages.

And your mother was a ballet dancer.
My mother Sonia was born in Aleppo in
1945. She studied in Marseille and soon
began working in a classical ballet com-
pany, then also modern dance and toured
Greece, Egypt, Lebanon and Italy where

in 1968 she met my father in Milan. The
following year they got married and after |
was born, she stopped dancing but contin-
ued to do some choreography.

In 2007 you discovered Armenia. Was
it a turning point in your life or/and ca-
reer?

This answer is likely to be very long!
It could not have been otherwise. | really
wanted to make that journey to research my
origins as a way of honoring my mother.
Everything I experienced in those few days
immediately merged with what my mother
represented for me, starting with an orien-
tal way of taking life that has always put
me in touch with ancient times. Hard to ex-
plain. | tried it with music which certainly
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Recipe

Corner

by Christine
Vartanian

(DAN PEREZ PHOTO)

Reem Kassis’s Shiitake
Mushroom Fatteh

With Walnut, Dill and Pomegranate Molasses

“Fatteh, derived from an old Arabic verb meaning ‘to break bread and steep
in liquid,” is a common dish across the Middle East,” says Reem Kassis, the
award-winning Palestinian author, food writer, and advocate for the cuisine and
cultural heritage of Palestine and the Arab world. “The base is bread, but the
toppings vary from eggplants (aubergines) and chickpeas, to rice and a variety of
meats. The sauces are just as varied with some yogurt-based, others tahini-based,
and others broth- or lemon-based. Moona, a restaurant in Boston serving up
creative Middle Eastern dishes
based on pantry ingredients (moo-
na means ‘pantry’ in Arabic), has
a version made with mushrooms.
Mushrooms have an earthy, meaty
taste that is superbly complement-
ed by the sweet tartness of pome-
granate molasses, the crunchiness
of the toasted bread and nuts, and
the brightness of the yogurt-tahini
dressing. Just another example of
how pushing boundaries can lead to
delicious surprises.”

“Bread, the common thread in
tharid dishes, encapsulates the es-
sence of Arab hospitality and cu-
linary culture. The idea of using it
to bulk up a meal — a practice in
many cultures that is probably root-
ed in scarcity — allows people to
stretch valuable ingredients such
as meat to feed large families and
crowds, reflecting the spirit of shar-
ing and communal dining prevalent across the Arab world.”

Kassis is a Palestinian writer whose work focuses on the intersection of food
with culture, history, and politics. You can find some of her writings in the Wall
Street Journal, the Washington Post and the New York Times. Her debut cook-
book, The Palestinian Table (2017), won the Guild of Food Writers Award and
Gourmand World Cookbook award, was nominated for a James Beard Award,
was short-listed for the Andre Simon Award and the Edward Stanford Award, and
was picked as one of NPR’s best books of 2017. Her second cookbook is The
Arabesque Table (2021).

“ldeally, this dish is made with pure pomegranate molasses that does not have
any added sugar. But if you are making this with a brand that happens to have
sugar, leave out the honey,” she adds.

Reem Kassis

INGREDIENTS:
2 large or 4 small thin pita breads in 3/4-inch/2 cm squares (6 0z./165 g or 2 1/2
generous cups)

For the yogurt sauce:

1 1/3 cups yogurt

3 tablespoons tahini

2-3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 small clove garlic, crushed

1/2 teaspoon salt

For the mushrooms:

1/4 cup olive oil

3 tablespoons unsalted butter

1 large shallot, finely diced

4 garlic cloves, crushed

1 1/2 cups shiitake mushrooms, stemmed, caps chopped into bite-size pieces (a
combination of portobello, chestnut or other varieties)

1 1 /2 tablespoons pure pomegranate molasses

2 teaspoons honey

1 14 oz. can chickpeas, drained and rinsed

To serve:

1/2 cup toasted walnut pieces, coarsely chopped
Small bunch of dill fronds

Crushed chili flakes or pomegranate seeds (optional)

PREPARATION:

Preheat the oven to 350°F. Arrange the pita bread pieces on a baking sheet.
Bake, moving the bread around from time to time, until the squares are completely
dry and crisp and starting to darken in color, about 20-30 minutes. Remove and
set aside. (This step can be done a couple of days in advance and the bread stored
in an airtight container or a zip seal plastic food bag.)

Make the yogurt sauce:

In a bowl, stir together the yogurt, tahini, lemon juice, garlic, and salt. Set aside.

Prepare the mushrooms:

In a large frying pan, heat the olive oil and butter over medium-high heat. Add
the shallot and fry, stirring, until translucent and starting to brown, 3-5 minutes.
Add the garlic and 1 teaspoon of the salt and cook until fragrant, about 1 minute.
Add the shiitake mushrooms and cook for 1 minute.

Add the remaining mushrooms and remaining 1 teaspoon salt and cook until
tender but retaining some bite, about 5 minutes. If the mushrooms release some
liquid that is perfectly fine, you do not need to cook until it evaporates, only until
the mushrooms are tender. Pour in the pomegranate molasses and honey, give
one final good stir, then add the chickpeas and cook for 1 minute to heat through.
Remove from the heat.

Assemble the dish:

This dish can be served on one large platter or on individual plates. Place the
bread at the bottom of the serving platter/plates. Top with the mushroom mixture.
Pour the yogurt sauce on top and sprinkle with the toasted walnuts and dill. If de-
sired, sprinkle with chili flakes or pomegranate seeds. Serve immediately to retain
the crunchiness of the bread.

Serves 4

The Arabesque Table by Reem Kassis

Much-loved author and James Beard nominee Reem Kassis presents an ac-
claimed and unique collection of original contemporary recipes tracing the rich
history of Arab cuisine. The Arabesque Table tells of Kassis’s Palestinian family,
while giving a modern twist to such dishes as fatteh, lentil soup and pistachio cake.
With a personal, engaging voice,
The Arabesque Table bridges past
and present to open up the world of
Arabic cooking today, showcasing
a mosaic of 130 delicious, acces-
sible home recipes. Organized by
primary ingredient, the recipes and
vivid photographs bring the dishes
to life while the narrative offers not
only a sense of taste, but a sense of
time and place as well. More than
just a compilation of modern Ara-
bic recipes, The Arabesque Table
celebrates the evolution of Arab
cuisine and the stories of cross-cul-
tural connection it recounts. Paying
tribute to the history leading to this
point, the book shows how cuisine,
just like the arabesque patterns that
inspired the title, is inherently in-
tertwined and cross cultural, even as it remains crucial in defining the relationship
between people, place and identity. To order Reem’s books, We Are Palestinian,
The Arabesque Table and The Palestinian Table, go to: https://www.reemkassis.
com/books

Copyright © 2021 by Reem Kassis. All Right Reserved.
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COMMENTARY

Why We Need Consequential
Political Public Discourse Now

By Vahan Zanoyan

Three years after the 44-day war, while
both the Republic of Armenia and Artsakh
remain in a de facto state of war, while an
existential threat hangs over both republics,
and while the global Armenian community
is disoriented, divided, and endangered, we
are not any closer to formulating a coherent
national discourse around the nation’s chal-
lenges. Aside from the main opposing po-
litical factions, even seemingly non-partisan
analysts, commentators and observers seem to have fallen into
one hardened and intolerant position or the other.

The situation is so divisive that some family members either
avoid discussing politics during family gatherings, or no longer
talk to each other at all due to differing political views. The syn-
drome has affected long-standing friendships as well. | recently
witnessed an acquaintance of mine being subjected to a brutal
tongue lashing by his friend of over 30 years, because of his
views on Armenia’s current national security strategy.

The diaspora is not immune to the syndrome — quite the
contrary, some of the most extreme and intolerant positions hail
from the diaspora. These, like their counterpart in Armenia,
tend to be divided between either a categorical rejection of the
current government, or an almost unconditional support for it;
the space in between these two positions, aside from a number
of nuanced variations of the two extremes, is generally filled
by apathy.

This “civilized” way of managing the situation, i.e., avoiding
any substantive discussion of politics, does not bode well for a
healthy democratic society. In a post-Soviet culture where it is
not customary to have literate debates on government policy in
the first place, many issues of critical importance become too
cumbersome to enter public discourse, and thus remain “unre-
solved,” in the sense that it is not clear where the majority of
the population stands.

The call for a consequential public discourse does not aim to
put the current or any other Administration in the spotlight. Its
aim is to build a democratic culture which can generate a ma-
jority consensus via literate discourse. Today, we do not have
a majority consensus neither in Armenia nor in the Diaspora,
unless one considers a crisis in political confidence, apathy, and
disillusionment a “consensus.” (N.B.: At the last parliamentary
elections in 2021, the voter turnout was 49.37 percent; less than
two years later, the latest polls conducted in March 2023 show
that 64 percent of respondents did not trust any politician, even
when 60 percent considered national security and border issues
as the main problems of Armenia.)

One alternative to a majority consensus is the emergence of
a visionary, daring, courageous, odd-defying, larger-than-life
leader, who can inspire a common national purpose to the na-
tion. The phenomenon, although known to happen in both our
and other nations’ history, does not seem very likely at the pres-
ent time in Armenia.

The Syndrome

What complicates and, at the same time, enables and sustains
the roadblocks to informed discourse is the lack of efficient
communication and transparency. The public does not have
enough reliable information about what really went wrong in
the 44-day war, the ongoing peace negotiations, the ultimate
objectives of either the government or the opposition, the future
fate of the former enclaves, the situation at our borders, the sta-
tus of our prisoners of war, the state of our defense capabilities,
or where would the Armenian government draw the red line
when it comes to the fate of the Armenians of Artsakh. The vast
information gap is filled with rumors, gossip, and sometimes
deliberate misinformation. And while there will always be an
important body of confidential information in matters of na-
tional security and sensitive peace negotiations, which should
never be made public, a literate public discourse requires a min-
imal understanding of the broad strategic objectives of oppos-
ing political positions, and the rationale behind them.

Another part of the problem is that the Armenian public
bases opinions on either individual political actors or political
factions, not on issues or policy initiatives. Yet, very often, an
informed public discourse requires distinguishing the message
from the messenger. The public should be able to debate and
judge a specific policy or a political message on its own mer-
its, objectively and rationally, and not automatically accept or
reject it based on who is advocating it. A recent example is the

Can We Have
Democracy, Let

Alone Freedom,
Without It?

public reaction to a couple of announce-
ments made by former Foreign Minister
Vartan Oskanian regarding Armenia’s ne-
gotiations with Azerbaijan. By far the vast
majority of social media reactions, both
positive and negative, were directed at
him personally, and not at the substance of
what he was saying.

The syndrome partly stems from politi-
cal immaturity and partly from the absence
of critical thinking; but largely, it is simply
a widely accepted social habit. The public
can be trained to change the habit by repeated demonstrations
of open debate of specific policies and issues, without refer-
ring to the individual proponents or distractors of the policy,
and without mentioning any of the names of past or present
Presidents, the Prime minister, or any political parties, focusing
instead strictly on the question at hand based on the relevant
current and historical realities.

This piece is not so much about the opposing views (or their
relative merits) as about the discourse (or lack thereof) among
them. Nonetheless, it is worth to briefly cover the disparity
between the prevailing views, to get an idea of the nature of
the beast. This will be a deliberately oversimplified version of
what’s out there:

The Views

At one end of the spectrum is the view that a democratical-
ly elected government should be supported, period. If it has
shortcomings — such as lack of experience and incompetence,
which even some members of the government admit, at least in
private — we should try to help it overcome them, rather than
criticize and oppose its policies. This is particularly important,
the logic goes, since the country is in a crisis, and all resources
should be devoted to support the government which is trying to
manage the crisis. This view exists both in certain circles in the
diaspora and in Armenia.

At the other end of the spectrum is the view that the incom-
petence and misguided policies of this government are treach-
erous and are causing such irreversible damage to the Armenian
nation and statehood, that supporting it solely on the basis that
it is an elected government is self-defeating at best. The argu-
ment that the country is in crisis and therefore the government
should be supported rings hollow to this group, because they
view the government as the main cause of the crisis the country
isin.

At the extreme level, with relatively few followers, some are
even reluctant to take actions that could strengthen Armenia,
fearing that they’d be further enabling and giving undeserved
political credit to the incompetent and treacherous regime in
power.

Regarding Artsakh, by far the most controversial issue re-
mains that of being “realistic.” In a nutshell, for some, being
realistic means admitting that we lost the war, that the world
recognizes Nagorno Karabakh as part of Azerbaijan, that we
have no international allies that support us on Artsakh, and
therefore we should just let it go and stop fighting a futile war.
For others, other facts have weight, such as: there is no legal
basis for Artsakh to be part of Azerbaijan, Artsakh was always
an autonomous region, even when part of Soviet Azerbaijan, it
was never part of independent Azerbaijan, it has been part of
the Armenian motherland for millennia and accepting it as part
of Azerbaijan is sure to lead to ethnic cleansing. For this group,
the struggle to keep Artsakh free and Armenian is a patriotic
duty and admitting that Artsakh is part of Azerbaijan is not re-
alism, it is defeatism.

The prime minister’s statement that Armenia can do nothing
for Artsakh and that Stepanakert should negotiate directly with
Baku appeals to certain citizens in Armenia, who are tired of 30
years of fighting for Artsakh and for what they view as empty
nationalistic rhetoric and unfulfilled promises. And yet the same
statement sounds like the ultimate sellout to others, who see in
it a violation of the Declaration of Independence of Armenia,
the Constitution, and the prime minister’s own declarations ear-
lier in his term in office, and for whom the distinction between
Artsakh and the Republic of Armenia is at best artificial.

The articulation of neither of these positions has been com-
plete and intellectually honest. Is the “realist” group really
ready to just hand over Artsakh and witness another part of
the ancient Armenian homeland ethnically cleansed, and just
go on with a “normal” life in Armenia? The question has been

continued on next page
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avoided. A recent Gallup poll shows that 94 percent of Ar-
menian citizens find it unacceptable for Artsakh to be part of
Azerbaijan. Similarly, is the “idealist” group willing to fight
another unequal war? It has not yet articulated a practical
solution that goes beyond its principled stand, even though
the emergence of a determined, odd-defying, readiness to
resist integration in Azerbaijan within a segment of Art-
sakh’s population comes close.

The Discourse—Issues that Deserve and Require Public
Debate

Reasoned political discourse is central to any democratic
process, and especially so for developing democracies. We
often hear that democracy in Armenia is “still evolving” or
it is understandably “not perfect,” as if that is an excuse for
its shortcomings. But an honest political discourse is even
more important in developing democracies because it is a
critical catalyst to move the democracy forward.

While even an imperfect democracy is infinitely prefera-
ble to a brutal dictatorship, it does not guarantee sound gov-
ernment policies; history does not lack examples of demo-
cratically elected governments who have been disastrous for
their countries. Any citizen of the Republic of Armenia, who
cares about the future of his or her country, and is a stake-
holder in that future, has every right to question and criticize
the policies of any government without being turned into an
outcast and declared an enemy of the state. Blindly accept-
ing the government’s policies without questioning their log-
ic and consequences negates the very premise of democracy.
My only caveat here would be that the critics should not use
the levers of democracy to undermine the very democracy
that has given them the freedom to criticize.

The record of a government in delivering on its prom-
ises is the most common and legitimate subject of public
discourse. In the Spring of 2018, | saw the euphoria in the
streets firsthand, and nothing can convince me that it was
not genuine. The nation was ready for change. It was ready
for a true revolution. It was ready to get rid of the corruption
and favoritism that had afflicted the country in the preceding
28 years. It was ready for social justice. There was genuine
hope in the air. Hope that the hitherto seemingly unshake-
able old regime could finally be replaced with something
better. Something more fair, more clean, even more patriot-
ic. The “My Step” movement was at the right place at the
right time. It ignited the flame and then rode on this wave of
the public’s readiness for change.

But it is an undeniable fact that the “revolution” did not
justify the hopes attached to it: Neither on ridding the coun-
try of the inherent systemic corruption, nor on the various
statements and promises made regarding involving the peo-
ple in key decisions affecting the nation, including Artsakh.
Granted, noticeable progress was made in reducing corrup-
tion in the government bureaucracy, in public spending,
especially on infrastructure and the network of roads, and
in tax collection. That was significant enough to sustain its
popularity and help it win the election in 2021. But the old
post-Soviet monopolists are still alive and well, largely en-
joying their privileged hold on certain sectors of the econo-
my, albeit a bit more tamed than before. As for the promise
of involving the people in key decisions affecting the nation
and the future of Artsakh, many such statements have been
proven to be lies. In an open, democratic society, this should
have been the subject of public debate, without the use of a
single derogatory or offensive adjective, and by the active
participation of the government to explain the reasons for
having to break those promises.

The intellectual class should have pointed out publicly
that a golden opportunity to realize a true revolution in Ar-
menia was seized by the My Step movement, and ultimately
wasted, leaving behind a disillusioned, tired, and depoliti-
cized public. An absolute majority in the parliament and an
unpopular and ineffective parliamentary opposition, which
was vocal in its criticism of the government but failed to
offer a credible alternative or solutions, contributed to this
failure.

Obviously, the 44-day war was a key development that
brought all this to the surface. But it is debatable whether it
was the cause of the stillborn revolution, or just the factor
that simply exposed its true nature. This too should have
been part of a literate political discourse.

A consensus on the “fair share” of responsibility for the
crisis that Armenia is in is another casualty of the lack of
literate political discourse. In a democratic society, it is nat-
ural for the government to be criticized more than the op-
position. After all, it has the legal levers to govern and is
ultimately accountable. Five years after being in power, it
is not “normal” for a democratic society to still blame the
preceding governments for almost all of the nation’s current
ills. At the same time, there is no doubt that serious and fate-
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ful mistakes were made in the past. Yet too many in Armenia
are still inclined to assign all the fault to one of the sides and
acquit the other. The outcome of the 2020 war was at least
in part the result of past mistakes. By the same token, the
government who was in charge during the war cannot exon-
erate itself that lightly, nor can it pass its strategic mistakes
and omissions since the end of the war onto others. The only
way we could have had a more balanced public view on this
was to have an informed, dispassionate, fact-based public
discourse.

I have heard the argument that if professional national se-
curity analysts and political scientists, driven by their patri-
otic sense of duty, hope to help improve government policy,
they should refrain from criticizing the government, other-
wise they’ll be treated as outcasts and won’t have access
to, let alone influence over, the decision makers. This is as
exclusionary a policy as it gets, especially when the exis-
tential challenges facing our nation cannot be addressed by
appeasement and tiptoeing around the issues. This too is the
result of the “dominant party” syndrome — absolute ma-
jority of the governing party combined with an ineffective
opposition. It forces competent, professional, and dedicated
human resources, who want to be helpful, to either tiptoe
around the issues, or give up the cause. It is a challenge to
help the government in spite of itself, especially when the
supremacy of State interests is not recognized. This too is
a direct symptom of the lack of public political discourse.

After the 44-day war, under the imminent threat of new
wars, “selling peace” was added to the political arsenal of
the government. In light of the statements of Ilham Aliyev
claiming entire Armenia as Western Azerbaijan and the be-
havior of the Azerbaijani army at our borders (and inside
Armenia-proper), the public should have in the very least
questioned the attainability of peace, and, in turn, it should
have listened to and debated a well-articulated, rational, and
credible explanation from the government that justified the
peace agenda. Neither took place.

Winning elections by pleasing a segment of the popu-
lation by promises of “peace” and “living comfortably” is
not sound democracy, especially when there is less than 50
percent voter turnout, unless that policy is widely and cred-
ibly debated and accepted through a consensus, providing
assurances that national security (which 60 percent believe
is the main problem facing Armenia) and the long-term vi-
ability of the state are not being sacrificed for the sake of
short-term, tentative security solutions. This cannot be done
unless the psychological barriers to public discourse are
mitigated, and the population has the necessary information
to discuss, and follow debates on, what’s at stake.

The inefficient way in which this Administration has tried
to bolster the defenses of the country after November 2020
is yet another crucial topic for public discourse. Part of Ar-
menia is currently occupied by the enemy, and there has not
been wide public questioning nor any official explanation
of what the government intends to do about it. Concrete and
welcome progress in our defenses was recorded in Septem-
ber of 2022, in part due to progress made by private ini-
tiatives in military technology. But it should not take more
than one glance at the map and one glance at Azerbaijan’s
behavior to conclude that Armenia remains in a state of war.
In a state of war, in any country, national resources would
mostly be devoted to defense, which hasn’t been the case
in Armenia. A truly democratic government would have in-
vited a national discussion on this subject, with the hope
of achieving support for its policies. Instead, the issue has
become taboo.

Many other situations could and should have been sub-
jects of public discourse. But let me conclude with the most
critical consequence of the issues raised in this article. It is
often asked why Armenians have failed to join forces, why
isn’t the diaspora more engaged in Armenia, why do we re-
main so divided and fragmented even when we’re so close
to an existential threat? My answer is simple: Because we
do not have an overarching common national strategic pur-
pose around which we can join forces. Unity and coopera-
tion cannot happen in the abstract. Diverse forces and capa-
bilities coalesce around a shared vision. A common national
strategic purpose is not a single objective which everyone
adopts — that may be impossible to achieve. Rather, it is a
multi-tiered and multi-vector strategy, with an overarching
vision, which can accommodate multiple national priorities,
and to which an important majority of the nation subscribes.
And | would argue that we have failed to formulate that
common purpose because we have failed to forge a national
majority consensus, which, in turn, is caused by the absence
of literate and consequential public political discourse.

What’s at stake is our ability to consolidate the vast global
resources and capabilities of the Armenian people. And that
is the ultimate game-changer for our nation and statehood,
waiting to happen.

Some Popes
Are More
Christian
Than Others

By Aro Hovsepyan
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

I want to emphasize that, although I was
born and raised Catholic, | am no longer one.

It is often heard that Pope Pius XIlI, col-
loquially known as Pope Pacelli, did not do
enough to save Jews and Gypsies during
World War Il from Nazi persecution.

In my humble opinion, Pope Francis,
or Pope Bergoglio, is even more complic-
it in the ongoing genocide of the Armenian
people in Nagorno-Karabakh, historically
known as Artsakh by the Armenians.

First and foremost, the Vatican’s silence
regarding the ongoing genocide siege is deaf-
ening. Pope Bergoglio, who never misses an
opportunity to denounce all forms of racism
and discrimination against Muslims, has
never raised his voice against the Azerbaijani
dictator Aliyev or the crimes committed by
his regime against Armenian Christians.

Pope Bergoglio doesn’t have the excuses
Pope Pacelli had. Pacelli grew up in an era
when being Jewish amounted, according to
ecclesiastical doctrine, to complicity in dei-
cide. Moreover, he feared Communism and,
having served as a nuncio in Germany, over-
estimated the ethics of German “Kultur.”

Does Bergoglio have similar excuses? Ab-
solutely not! Born and raised in Argentina,
he knows very well that Armenians are not
an exotic mountain people as many West-
erners wrongly believe. He knows that Ar-
menians are hardworking, honest individuals
with a deep Christian faith.

So, what explains his silence? Does he fear
jeopardizing the Vatican’s access to gener-
ous donations by Aliyev and the Azerbaijani
First Lady? Does he fear jeopardizing his
friendship to Islamic despots? Or perhaps,
more trivially, does he not feel like raising
his voice to denounce a humanitarian
catastrophe that doesn’t earn the same kudos
as his crusade in support of immigrant-boat
landings in Southern Europe?

Whatever the reason, the lack of good
faith in the Curia of Bergoglio is undeniable.
Please read this Catholic news report, which
tries to present the mission of the Vatican
Foreign Minister, Cardinal Parolin, to Baku
and Yerevan as a paragon of discreet human-
itarian diplomacy.

The hypocrisy is evident. Just take a look
at the itinerary of His Eminence’s trip to un-
derstand that his efforts are primarily aimed
at appeasing Aliyev and his associates. There
is no other explanation for Cardinal Parolin
choosing to visit Baku before Yerevan.

Atrue friend of the Armenians and a Chris-
tian worthy of the name would have visited
Armenia first, and after witnessing the suf-
fering of his Christian brethren, he would
have expressed indignation and outrage at
the crimes of the autocrat and Vatican ally,
ITham Aliyev. By choosing to visit Baku first,
Cardinal Parolin reveals that rather than an
honest mediator, he is the courier of worth-
less Azerbaijani reassurances to the Arme-
nian people.

Shame on Pope Francis! As the great Mar-
tin Luther King once said: “In the end, we
will remember not the words of our enemies,
but the silence of our friends.”

(Aro Hovsepyan is a graduate of McGill
University and the London School of Eco-
nomics, and now lives in Colorado.)
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EU Hypocrisy on Azerbaijan Is Deafening

By Varouj Vartanian
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

On September 27, 2020, Azerbaijan invaded the dis-
puted region of Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh), which is
an enclave inside Azerbaijan that is inhabited by 120,000
Armenians. In 1991 after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the Nagorno Karabakh Autonomous Oblast held
a referendum, with 99.98 percent of voters approving the
decision to become independent, after Azerbaijan had
started pogroms and used genocidal rhetoric against the
Armenian minority population. The Armenian population
of Nagorno-Karabakh was able to defend itself against
Azerbaijani aggression in the 1st Nagorno-Karabakh War
(1988-1994), and there was a frozen conflict until 2020.

The invasion initiated by Azerbaijan in September 2020
lasted until November 9, 2020, and the war was halted
due to a ceasefire agreement. Over the past three years,
Azerbaijan has been dismantling Armenian churches and
bulldozing any Christian religious sites or monuments
that the Armenians have built, some of which are hun-
dreds of years old. It was known that this would happen
because Azerbaijan is said to have committed “the worst
cultural genocide in the 21st century,” when the Guardian
investigated that Azerbaijan systematically erased any
trace of Armenian or Christian history in Nakhichevan to
use as evidence that Armenians never lived in that region.
Currently, the remaining territory of Nagorno-Karabakh
is connected to Armenia by a single road known as the
Lachin Corridor.

On December 12, 2022, Azerbaijani citizens claiming
to be “eco-activists” started a blockade to prevent the
movement of people from Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia
via the Lachin Corridor. As this was ongoing, the Azer-
baijani government cut off gas to the 120,000 Armenian
civilians inside Nagorno-Karabakh in the middle of win-
ter in an attempt to cause a humanitarian crisis. After this
event, the UN Chief urged the reopening of the Lachin
Corridor, while Greece, France, the Netherlands, Canada,
and the United States made statements urging Azerbaijan
to unblock the corridor.

While Nagorno-Karabakh is isolated from the rest of
the world, the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh are fac-
ing starvation. Hospitals and medical clinics have urged
that they are running out of medicine and medical sup-
plies, and that this blockade has caused an increase in
miscarriages and deaths. Many Armenians who need to
use the Lachin Corridor to reach hospitals in Armenia are
being prevented from being transported due to the closure
of the Lachin Corridor. The International Committee of
the Red Cross arrived and attempted to help, but also stat-
ed that Azerbaijan has not given permission to bring any
form of aid or supplies into Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian government has asked the UN Security
Council for help to prevent a genocide, but there have
only been words and no actions.

Luis Moreno Ocampo, former chief prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court, warned that Azerbaijan is
preparing genocide against Armenians in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh via starvation. For the past several weeks in Kornid-
zor, Armenia near the Lachin Corridor, 20 trucks carrying
nearly 400 tons of food, medicine, and medical supplies
have been prevented from entering the Lachin Corridor
and are currently hoping for help from the international
community to impact Azerbaijan’s decision of blockad-
ing Nagorno-Karabakh.

While Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry has made state-
ments trying to defend why food, medical supplies, med-
icine, and essential needs aren’t allowed to be transport-
ed to Nagorno-Karabakh, it is evident that Azerbaijan is
planning to conduct a genocide of Armenians based on
the actions and rhetoric of the Azerbaijani government.
Azerbaijan first became an independent state in 1918,
and it wasn’t until the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991 that it once again became an independent country.
The Azerbaijani government has been commanded by the
Aliyev family since 1993, and its government is said to
be one of the most autocratic and totalitarian nations in
global rankings. In 1999, President Heydar Aliyev stated
that “the people of Azerbaijan saw the help of Turkey and
we are grateful for that. Particularly in 1918-1919, when
Ataturk cleansed his land of Armenians.” This is in ref-
erence to the Armenian Genocide in which Turkey killed
1.5 million Armenians.

In 2004, Vladimir Kazimirov as co-Chairman of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe

(OSCE) Minsk Group stated that “Azerbaijan has actu-
ally started pursuing a policy of a total ‘cold war’ against
Armenians. Any contacts with Armenians, even those on
a societal level, are rejected and those who maintain con-
tact are prosecuted.”

In the same year, Ramil Safarov, a lieutenant in the
Azerbaijani military, beheaded an Armenian in his sleep
in Hungary, and was transferred to Azerbaijan with the
promise of serving his sentence there, but was instead
met with open arms by President Ilham Aliyev, given
state awards, financial assistance, and a home as a reward
for the beheading.

Azerbaijan’s former prime minister, Novruz Mam-
madov, commented on this matter, saying “this is great
news for all of us. It is very touching to see this son of
the homeland, who was thrown in jail after defending
his country’s honor and dignity.” Azerbaijan’s Chief of
Political Analysis, Elnur Aslanov, commented “heroes
like Ramil Safarov with his bravery brought the second
breath to the Azerbaijani society and people.” Azerbaijani
MP Zeynab Khanlarova commented “Safarov is not just
a hero of Azerbaijan, but an international hero. A mon-
ument should be made of him. He did the right thing to
take the life of an Armenian.” In 2004, Colonel Ramiz
Melikov of the Defense Ministry of Azerbaijan stated
that “in 25 years, there will be no state of Armenia. These
people have no right to live in this region.” In 2005, when
a delegation of German officials from Bavaria visited
Azerbaijan, the mayor of Baku, Hajibala Abutalybov ex-
claimed “Azerbaijan’s objective is the total annihilation
of Armenians. You as Nazis exterminated Jewish people
in the 1930s and 1940s, correct? Then you should under-
stand us.”

Since December, EU officials and MPs have voiced
“concerns” and issued verbal statements in solidari-
ty with the people of Nagorno-Karabakh, but no EU
country or heads of state of EU countries have made
an effort to call for intervention in Azerbaijan to pro-
tect the Nagorno-Karabakh population. French MEP

Frangois-Xavier Bellamy stated that the EU’s decision
on Nagorno-Karabakh is becoming a case of Parliament
vs. the Commission, and that the Parliament has voted to
support introducing sanctions on Azerbaijan but the Eu-
ropean Commission has made the decision to not listen.

In July 2022, European Commission President Ursu-
la von der Leyen visited the capital of Azerbaijan to an-
nounce the agreement to double Azerbaijani gas imports
to the EU. She also stated that the European Union de-
cided to diversify away from Russia and to turn towards
more reliable, trustworthy partners, such as Azerbaijan.
In the same speech she added that “the European Union is
committed to a secure, stable and prosperous South Cau-
casus.” Azerbaijan is the main destabilizer in the South
Caucasus, has a historical record of human rights abuses,
war crimes, and is considered to be on par with Afghan-
istan, Irag, Cuba, Syria, and North Korea on freedom in-
dexes.

The European Union is well aware of the ethnic cleans-
ing that Azerbaijan wishes to impose on Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, so the hypocrisy of the EU is deafening. If the EU
wishes to maintain its image as a protector of human
rights, democracy, and liberty, its leaders need to reverse
their decision to maintain idle and apathetic to a potential
genocide that could be prevented. The EU choosing to
bolster totalitarian regimes hellbent on exterminating Ar-
menians over promoting democracy, self-determination,
and peace gives the impression that the European Union
is in decay due to its indifference to Western values and
morals.

(Varouj Vartanian is a political scientist with a focus
on Eastern European politics and genocide prevention.
With bachelor’s and master’s degrees respectively from
the University of Pittsburgh and Harvard University, his
academic background is in political science and anthro-
pology, and his articles have been published by the Times
of Israel, EVN Report, and Hetqg. He is currently a re-
viewer for the Harvard Public Health Review and a 4th
year medical student with an interest in public health.)

By Rouben Galichian

10 kilometers.

Thus, the road from Kornidzor to
Stepanakert would be about 80 km
long, connecting Armenia to Na-
gorno-Karabakh.

2 — The offered alternative Ste-
panakert-Aghdam road connects
Nagorno-Karabakh ONLY to Azer-
baijan, thus removing the Armenian
connection from Nagorno-Kara-
bakh leaving them to the mercy of
Azerbaijan, which all are aware of
its in-depth meaning.

3 — If the suggested, so-called
“alternative” is the Aghdam-Stepa-
nakert road, then in order to reach
Kornidzor in Armenia, travellers or
goods will have to travel from Agh-
dam to the Kornidzor border pass-
ing from Aghdam to Martuni, then
to Fuzuli, Jubrayil, Birinji Aghali
and then Kornidzor — a distance
of over 220 km inside Azerbaijan.
What will the fate of these goods or
travelers be, is the will and whim of

November 2020 Agreement.

The Aghdam-Stepanakert Alternative?

During the UN Security Council’s presentation, Armenia’s representatives were well aware that Azerbaijan
was going to present the Aghdam-Stepanakert road as an alternative to the Lachin or Kornidzor corridor, yet did
not offer a detailed explanation to preempt this offered “alternative” and expose its fallacy.

As the public at large could fall into the trap of accepting this alternative, allow me to expose its fallacy.

1 -The corridor agreed upon in the November 9, 2020 Agreement is an actual corridor, which was going to
be five kilometres wide and under the control of the Russian peacekeepers. Only part of it was going to pass
through Azerbaijani territory, after going out of Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh to reach Kornidzor. This is about

the Azerbaijani forces, who have so far proven themselves to be completely unreliable!
Goods and travelers from Armenia to Nagorno-Karabakh, instead of the 80 km via the Lachin corridor, now
have to travel the same road in reverse, once again passing over 220 km through Azerbaijan, thus negating the

The aim of Azerbaijan by offering the Aghdam-Stepanakert road first of all is to negate its own undertaking
to provide access through the Lachin corridor, and cut Nagorno-Karabakh from Armenia; thus, making Na-
gorno-Karabakh rely on the mercy of Azerbaijan regarding the provision of all food, medicine and other goods.
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MY TURN " A rmenia’s Incompetent
Actions at the UN Did
More Damage Than
Good

The United Nations Security Council is composed
of 15 member states: Five are permanent members with veto power (China,
France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States), and the other 10,
have a term of two years, on a rotational basis.

The Security Council’s powers include establishing peacekeeping opera-
tions, enacting international sanctions, and authorizing military action. It is
the only UN organ with the authority to issue binding resolutions on member
states.

With such extensive responsibilities, the Security Council is the right UN
body to deal with Azerbaijan’s blockade of 120,000 Artsakh Armenians which
risks their starvation resulting in genocide, according to the UN definition of
that term.

Regrettably, the Armenian government, due to the mismanagement of its
approach to the Security Council, mishandled this unique opportunity to get
the UN body to adopt a resolution urging Azerbaijan to immediately unblock
the Lachin Corridor. Otherwise, it would impose severe sanctions.

The proper way to have handled the petition to the Security Council would
have been for Armenia to prepare the text of a draft resolution, meet with all
15 members, and try to get them to agree to the proposed resolution. Since the
blockade has been going on for eight months, the Armenian government had
plenty of time to do this work.

Without any preparations, petitioning the Security Council and expecting a
positive outcome is unrealistic and self-defeating. The ambassadors of the 15
member countries always receive advance instructions from their foreign min-
istries on what to say during the UN meetings and if there is the pre-prepared
text of a proposed resolution, they are told how to vote. Nothing is decided
on the spot during the meeting and no action can be taken that has not been
agreed upon in advance.

The Armenian government should have known these basic facts and have
taken the proper steps before requesting a Security Council meeting in order
to ensure a successful outcome. In this absence of such a preparatory work, it
is not surprising that the Security Council did not adopt a resolution to warn
Azerbaijan that unless it unblocks the Lachin Corridor immediately, severe
sanctions will be imposed.

During the meeting, all 15 member states delivered speeches, many of them
urging Azerbaijan to unblock the Lachin Corridor and resolve the issue
through peaceful negotiations. The French Ambassador delivered the most fa-
vorable speech for Armenia, while the Russian Ambassador’s remarks were
disappointing. When the meeting was over, everyone got up and went home
without adopting a resolution and resolving the blockade. Azerbaijan and Tur-
key, which are non-members of the Security Council, repeated their myriad of

lies about the Lachin Corridor, denying the obvious facts known to the whole
world. To counter Turkey’s remarks, why didn’t Armenia arrange to have Cy-
prus or Greece attend the meeting to support its position?

Regrettably, the UN Security Council member states preferred to pursue
their own narrow national interests rather than trying to save the lives of
120,000 starving Artsakh Armenians, thus abdicating their humanitarian re-
sponsibility and undermining the integrity of the United Nations Organization.
Shamefully, the Security Council did not even bother to back up the two deci-
sions of the International Court of Justice on unblocking the Lachin Corridor.

Armenia’s Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan, who flew to New York on this
occasion, gave a proper speech, urging the Security Council “to act as genocide
prevention body and not as genocide commemoration, when it might be too
late.” Mirzoyan asked that the UN dispatch an interagency needs assessment
mission to Artsakh, which was ignored. Nevertheless, he failed to request that
the UN Security Council order Azerbaijan to open the Lachin Corridor and
impose sanctions, if it did not comply. On the other hand, the Foreign Minister
of Azerbaijan, Jeyhun Bayramov, did not bother to fly from Baku to New York,
knowing full well that nothing will happen at the UN meeting.

Azerbaijan’s Ambassador falsely stated that since Artsakh is a part of his
country’s territory, it can do as it pleases and no one has the right to interfere.
The whole world knows that he is completely wrong. Human rights violations
are of universal interest. They are of serious concern to the whole world and
are not the internal issue of any one country.

While it is true that several ambassadors urged Azerbaijan to unblock the
Lachin Corridor, regrettably, these requests were mere words which fell on
deaf ears. Azerbaijan ignored all such requests, as it has rejected similar pleas
from several heads of states, foreign ministers, the European Union, European
Council, European Court of Human Rights, World Court, and Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations. Words without action are meaningless.

To save face, Prime Minister Pashinyan told Armenians after the UN meet-
ing that now the whole world knows that Azerbaijan, contrary to its denials,
was blocking the Lachin Corridor. This is a meaningless statement as every-
one already knew that the Corridor was blocked. That was not the purpose of
the UN Security Council meeting. The purpose was to adopt a resolution and
impose sanctions on Azerbaijan. Armenia failed to accomplish that important
objective.

The UN Security Council meeting was much more than a missed opportu-
nity for Armenia and Artsakh. Having raised and then shattered the expec-
tations of Armenians that the Security Council will lift the blockade further
demoralized Armenians worldwide. It would have been far more preferable
for Armenia to take no action rather than make a half-baked attempt which
caused more damage.

Since last week’s failed meeting, Azeri officials have boasted that no one at
the UN believed Armenia’s ‘baseless accusations,” as a result of which no deci-
sion was taken. Regrettably, Azerbaijan is now emboldened more than ever to
take further aggressive steps against Artsakh and Armenia, knowing full well
that no one in the world will take any action against Azerbaijan.

Armenians should support their friends and criticize their opponents re-
gardless of their nationality.

US Can Help Ease
The Humanitarian
Crisis in Nagorno-
Karabakrf

By Ardem Patapoutian and Vicken Cheterian

We are both Armenians born in Beirut who met some
50 years ago in kindergarten. We grew up in war-torn
Lebanon, embedded in a bubble of Armenian language,
school, and culture. We immigrated to the West (the Unit-
ed States and Switzerland), built careers as a scientist and
a lecturer/columnist, and managed to stay in touch. The
last time we saw each other was last summer in Armenia.
We fondly remember sitting together in a loud jazz club in
Yerevan, Armenia’s capital, entertained by the proprietor
who presented us with a 15-year-old Armenian brandy
from Nagorno-Karabakh, a disputed enclave to the east
of Armenia mainly populated by Armenians. We were
there because the government of Armenia was celebrat-
ing one of us winning the Nobel Prize in Medicine, a first
for an Armenian. A few months later, on Dec. 12, 2022,
Azerbaijan imposed a blockade on Nagorno-Karabakh.
The painful disconnect between the Europe-like scenes in
the capital, the celebration of scientific discovery, and the
struggles of the persecuted population in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh have become urgent anguishes we share today.

Azerbaijani military personnel regularly open fire on
agricultural workers, effectively prohibiting them from

cultivating their own food; the intent seems clear: to
slowly starve them into submission. We, the diaspora
Armenians, are anxiously watching the unfolding of this
humanitarian crisis that seeks to force Armenians from
their ancestral lands. Armenians experienced genocide at
the hands of the Ottoman Turks in the early 20th century,
a horror that feels all too familiar to us now.

The Armenian presence in the Caucasus is challenged
by Azerbaijan, a state with a population several times
larger than Armenia. Caspian oil has permitted Azerbaija-
ni rulers to invest heavily in military equipment.

Moreover, Azerbaijan has the unconditional support of
Turkey, which provides political and military aid to Azer-
baijan.

During the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War in 2020, it

RUSSIA, WHICH ON PAPER HAS A
SECURITY ALLIANCE WITH ARMENIA, HAS
BEEN PREOCCUPIED WITH ITS WAR IN
UKRAINE OR UNWILLING TO INTERVENE.

was Turkish aviation — including US-made F-16s and
Bayraktar TB2 attack drones — that pulverized Armenian
defenses, while Turkish generals overlooked Azerbaija-
ni military operations. Armenia is left alone against this
powerful alliance.

Russia, which on paper has a security alliance with Ar-
menia, has been preoccupied with its war in Ukraine or
unwilling to intervene.

Armenia, a democratic nation with a thriving technol-
ogy sector, finds itself in a region largely dominated by
autocratic regimes. We have been heartened to see the
international support for Ukraine, another democratic na-
tion that has also endured a neighbor’s aggression. How-

ever, we also feel a sense of abandonment as our Western
friends have given scant attention to the plight of our
compatriots. Our concerns extend beyond Nagorno-Kara-
bakh and its population; even the existence of the frag-
ile state of Armenia seems to be threatened by its hostile
neighbors.

Nevertheless, our states, particularly the United States,
have the power to alleviate this suffering. In the early
1990s, during the First Nagorno-Karabakh War, when
Azerbaijan imposed a crippling blockade against Arme-
nia, the United States adopted Section 907 of Freedom
Support Act that banned any US government aid to Azer-
baijan. A clear message is necessary to stop Azerbaijan
and put Aliyev on notice that the country’s oil exports and
bank accounts could be sanctioned if he persists in his
crimes against humanity. We urge the US and European
governments to respond effectively and efficiently. The
United States should lead the democratic world by threat-
ening severe sanctions against Azerbaijan’s hydrocarbon
exports, and by freezing its bank accounts if it continues
its blockade. An emergency airlift like in the times of the
Berlin Wall is another step to be considered. The UN Se-
curity Council is one arena where multilateralism and in-
ternational law can be put into a new test.

At this stage of global geopolitical upheaval and re-
shuffling of alliances, the survival of a small democracy
in the Caucasus very much depends on whether Western
states decide to act instead of expressing their “concern”
while watching this humanitarian crisis unfold in slow
motion from afar.

(Ardem Patapoutian is professor of neuroscience at
Scripps Research and a 2021 Nobel Prize laureate in med-
icine. Vicken Cheterian, a lecturer in history and interna-
tional relations at the University of Geneva, is author of
Open Wounds: Armenians, Turks and a Century of Geno-
cide. This commentary originally appeared in the Boston
Globe on August 16.)
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Azerbaijan Military Assistance Waiver Delayed as Review Drags on

WAIVER, from page 1

that Azerbaijan is responsible for a worsen-
ing humanitarian crisis in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh. Azerbaijan has hardened its stance
against the ethnic Armenian population
there in recent months, blocking the entry of
commercial and humanitarian vehicles and
shutting off the region’s access to gas and
electricity. The U.N. Security Council will
consider an appeal from Armenia to respond
to the worsening situation Wednesday.

The delay in issuing the authorization
— called the Section 907 waiver — also
comes as the Biden administration pursues
a long-elusive peace agreement between the
two countries, one that experts say could
be close. Ending assistance to Azerbaijan
could rule out Baku’s participation in future
negotiations.

These competing political pressures are
creating a delicate landscape in the South
Caucasus for the Biden administration,
which is caught in a struggle between its val-
ues and the pragmatic realities of geopolitics.

“Going ahead with the 907 waiver at this
particular moment would create a political
firestorm for Biden,” said Matthew Bryza, a
former U.S. ambassador to Azerbaijan and
Bush administration official. “But killing
the 907 waiver at this delicate diplomatic
juncture would seriously risk derailing a
peace treaty that is closer than it has ever
been.”

Spokespeople for the State Department
and the National Security Council con-
firmed that the military assistance waiver
remains under review but denied that the
current state of peace talks or recent events
in Nagorno-Karabakh were affecting the
timeline for renewing it.

“U.S. policy on Azerbaijan has not

changed,” a State Department spokesperson
said, adding “The United States values its
strategic partnership with Azerbaijan.” The
spokesperson was granted anonymity to
discuss the sensitive diplomatic issue.

Nagorno-Karabakh has been controlled
by its ethnic Armenian population since
a war that followed the fall of the Soviet
Union in the 1990s. In 2020, Azerbaijan
launched an offensive to retake swathes
of territory. A Moscow-brokered ceasefire
paused the fighting, yet Russian peacekeep-
ers deployed to the region have failed to
maintain the status quo.

In December, Azerbaijan took control of
the Lachin Corridor — the only road linking
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia and the out-
side world — and prevented humanitarian
supplies including food and fuel from get-
ting through.

The Armenian government has called it
an effort to carry out “ethnic cleansing” in
the region, while the former chief prosecu-
tor of the International Criminal Court, Luis
Moreno Ocampo, last week issued a report
arguing that ethnic cleansing is already un-
derway in Nagorno-Karabakh.

In an interview, Moreno Ocampo argued
that if the international community fails to
act, it will be “complicit in genocide.”

The U.S. and EU-brokered peace talks,
meanwhile, have stalled in recent months
as Azerbaijan has refused to hold mediated
dialogues with leaders from Nagorno-Kara-
bakh’s Armenian community.

Section 907 of the Freedom Support Act
of 1992 bars the United States from offering
assistance to Azerbaijan unless Baku takes
“demonstrable steps to cease all blockades
and other offensive uses of force against Ar-
menia and Nagorno-Karabakh.”

The White House first issued the assis-
tance waiver in 2002 when Azerbaijan al-
lowed the Bush administration to use the
country’s territory as a land bridge to get
troops into Afghanistan. That opened the
door for wide-ranging military and security
partnerships between the two countries.

Azerbaijan, a major producer of natural
gas that shares a maritime and land border
with Iran, has also proved to be a useful
partner for the U.S. in the Middle East as a
counterweight to Tehran.

Azerbaijan receives significant military
and financial support from Washington.
Amid growing tensions with neighboring
Iran in 2018, the Trump administration
stepped up funding for the country’s bor-
der guards, providing $100 million worth
of equipment and other assistance, making
the South Caucasus nation one of the main
beneficiaries of American tax dollars in the
region. During the 2020 war, more than
a dozen Democrats including then-Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee ranking
member Bob Menendez of New Jersey,
wrote to the State Department urging that
support be suspended.

Hikmet Hajiyev, foreign policy advis-
er to Azerbaijani President llham Aliyev,
said that efforts to restrict military support
for Azerbaijan were being orchestrated by
“representatives of Congress who actually
represent the Armenian lobby and aren’t
thinking about their own national interest.”
Such actions, he added, could be “detrimen-
tal” to the efforts of the U.S. and its allies in
trying to secure a lasting peace.

The Armenian embassy in Washington
did not respond to requests for comment.

Armenian diaspora groups want the U.S.
to halt military assistance to Azerbaijan.

They argue U.S. attempts to influence Azer-
baijan via Section 907 have fallen short.

Gev Iskajyan, executive director of the
Armenian National Committee of Artsakh,
which lobbies for Armenians living in Na-
gorno-Karabakh, explained that the U.S.
has previously used the waiver in order to
get concessions from Azerbaijan, only to
relent and grant the waiver before Baku
makes any changes.

“They dangle the waiver in front of
[Azerbaijan], but at the last minute it’s al-
ways given,” Iskajyan said. “That strategy
hasn’t been working.”

“There is a growing awareness on Capi-
tol Hill that U.S. military support for Azer-
baijan is enabling Aliyev to commit war
crimes and human rights abuses against Ar-
menians,” said Tim Jemal, president of the
Global ARM advocacy group, which has
been meeting with D.C. politicians as part
of a push for sanctions. “There must be con-
sequences for Azerbaijan’s bad behavior.”

A number of lawmakers on Capitol Hill
want to see the waiver eliminated. “There is
no justifiable reason to continue this waiv-
er,” Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-Fla.), the Repub-
lican co-chair of the Congressional Arme-
nian Caucus said in a statement, noting that
Azerbaijan has used military equipment ob-
tained from the U.S. against the residents of
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“We have to be tougher with Aliyev if we
want a peace deal,” said Rep. Frank Pallone
(D-N.J.). “What we’ve done so far hasn’t
done anything to help a peace agreement,
so getting tougher is more likely to achieve
agood end.”

(Eric Bazail-Eimil reported from Wash-
ington. Gabriel Gavin reported from Yere-
van, Armenia.)



